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SOCIAL CHANGE AND SOCIOLOGY OF LiVELOPMsNT :
A TREND REPORT CUVERING 1HE PERIOD 1969-72

V.R. Geikwed
1.0 Ag;stzzigu
1.1  aeen interest of social scientists in the field of social
change and sociology of development could be seen'from the large number
of papers and books published during the short span of four years
i.e., from 1969 to 147<. about 75 books and 160 articles were written

by then.

1.2 In a number of studies social change and sociology of
development have been closely intertwined. There are, however, spgcific
studies on change concentrating on a single factor such as family,
education, politics, religion, social stratification, u.rban;ization,
occupationai mobility and social mobility. Tne studies which could be
cons idered under sociology of development covered such areas as commu ity
organization, extension and communication of knowledge, institutional
develnpment, social and economic reforms, leadership pabtern, peoplets
participation, motivation and aspiration, bu.t‘eéucracy and development,
and entrepreneurship. Broadly speaking, while on the one hand the social
scientists have examined the change processes, patiern variables in the
change processes, and effects of change processes on w}arious elements
of social system, on the other hand, they nave examined the eftfect

of various social factors on the developmental processes.

i

The main objective of the working paper series of the IIMa is to help
faculty members to test out their research findings at the pre-
publication stage.
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1.3 Nearly sixty per cent of the total articles ‘are either
of\ theoretical nature, .or are be;sed on secondary sources in which
broad generalizations are attempied. There has been :continued interest
in rural t;ased, descriptive, micro-ievel, empirical etudies. a few
studies on social change in urban communities are also atiempted.
Studies on problem of change in tribals and scheduled castes, on
poverty, and social equality are few, indicating the persistent

irxijfferencé of Indian social scientists towards these-topics.

‘1.4 During this period the subject of sccial change and
sociology of development has becn discussed in four seminars, two
conferences and one symposiuum,., ‘the semina;r‘ on proplems of 'Moderni-. -
zation of Underdeveloped Societieg' was organized by the Department of
Sociology, University of Bombay from lovember 2-6, 1969. Sixty-six |
papers presented in the Seminar were distributed in five panels,
-namely, Concept of Modernization, Modernization of Economic Life,
Modernization of Political Life, Modernization of mducation, and
Moderni ztion of Culture. One of the objectives of the Seminar wes
to deliberate on the five approacnes for mouernization, namely, the
i.déal typical approach, the diffusionist approach, the psychological
approach, the 'New Sociology' or 'Radical Sociology' approach,
and the Marxist epproach. These approaches were described by
4.R. Desai (1971: X-XVIL). The Seminar addressed itself to the
concept of modernization, During deliberations ideological implica=-
tions entered into the picture. It was ooserved that the Seminar

did not come to any definite, conclusive position. (Narain, 1970:79).
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The Seminar papers are published in two volumes edited“ by A.R. Desai
(1971). The first volume contains articles which are predominant_ly'
theoretical in nature. Problems involved in economic, poiitical,

. sociel, educational and cultural aspects of modernization are also
examined in volume on;. The sccond vc;J.ume contains articles which

. . . o/ .
discuss problems of modernization in specific countries.

N

1.5 The Indian lnstitute of Advanced Study, Simla, organized
a seminar on 'Gandhi: Yheory and Practice!, which was held from
Octo’ber 13-16, 1968. In this seminar 13 papers were presented in the
section on "Gandhi on Social Cohesion and Social Change". Nirmal gumar
Bose observed that the variesties of images presented in the Seminar
were not only images bﬁt were often imaginary, because most of the
schplars had freely modified the words which Gendhi had used in a

definite context in a definite sense (piswas, 1969:556).

1.6 .There/was a symposium on the theue on modernization in 1970
organized by the Journal Seminar (128, 4pril 1970). In the symposiﬁm,
‘M.N, Srinivas (1976) argues that the concept ot modernization is not
value-free, He criticizes the 'téndency to dichotomize entire socities
as 'traditional! or 'modern', and further argues that 'tradition! and -
'modern' can co-exist in differeat compartments of life. Yogendra
Singh (1970) examines the political aspects of modernizution and
observes that pelitical modernization takes place when political
parties do not ‘draw strength from status groups or linguistic groups.

Rasheeduddin Khan (1970) edvocates the process of steady evolution



and belanced inter-regional growth for building ‘a cohesive nation.
Sui':i;n\der Suri (1970) considers concepts of modernization as a myth,

He pleads for establishing cultural autonomy and /self +deperxiénce,

~ and. for dsvé;opmg self-awarensss and fundamental belief in the
commnity itself. Wnils sgreeing with Suri, Dubs (1974) asks. 'bat

how doss ons sperationalize these worthy ideals?" He further mentions,
"Though I am in agresuent with the spirit of Suri's argument, I would
have no hesitation in'/aabpting many of ths known im:i.catoré of |
moglemization as conscious goals of national ‘policy. My concept of
nﬁtion&lee]f—awarems‘s includes also a realistic a.ppraisa/l of deep~ -
seated national maladies, end I am all-too-conscious of the fact thabs
-Suri's resounding words - noble as they are - can be twisted to ér’om’ote
é:ii#y‘ r;i’bilpn;alizatwn and even to just:’i‘& unsavcéury aspects of national
l ct;‘a‘maeﬁar"“‘i(pﬂ?).

1.7 ’fne Institute of Advanced Study held another Seminar
in June 19‘72 on "Towards a Cultural Policy for India". The ob"jeotive of.
the Senrinar was to appraise the present cultural situation in ‘India
and to evolve the broad outlines of a cultural policy for the country.
fha statement issued at the end of the seminar mentioned: "some |
participants denied the need for such a policy, as it might pave
the way for state-imposed regimentation. Others doubted the intention

and the ability of the government to implement a couerent policy
in a field as complsx as bu.ltu._re , and some of t..hem maintained that
no t;\llturéal policy adequate to our aircuwstances could be mplemented

without. overthrowing’ the prevailing socio-cconomic system. The majority
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of participants, however, recognized the pervasive involveman;c of the
state in matters cultural, noted the confide;nce of theipeople

about the future, and agreed that a general formulation wﬁu.l.d provide
perspectives for specific politics and actions'.

(Indian Institute of advanced otudy, 197<).

T.é In the flenth All-India Sociological Conference held
in 1970, the panel on 'Sociology and Social Orgunizations' has examined
the social changes taking place in the various social organizations
in rural India. A4nother panel has studied 'Sociology and Socialist
Revolution". There were seven papers, including thres working papers,
which cover ths concept of sociaiist revolution, preconditions of a
socialist revolution and factors obstructing it, and compatibility
between t;he traditional methods of sociological analysis and the
Marxian sociological analysis. Ramaswamy (1971) reported thaet as regards
the conceptual problsms there was gencral agrecment that the socialist
revob:ttion is characterized by two basic changes : (1) capture of
political power by the working class and its allies from the capitalist
ruling class, and (2) complete transformation of the character and
structure of property relations and the ostablishment of social ownership
of the means of production. There was also a sencrai agreenent that
traditional method of soclological study f;—xna analysis and the Marxian
approach were incq;npetible. Une group was of 'the opinion. that Marxian
method was value-loaded and subjective, while traditional method of

sociology emphasized objective analysis of social reality. The other
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group thought' just the opposite. In the conference there was aiso a
Round-1abls .on ‘rconomic uevelopment and boclal Change". Yogendra Singh
defined social changes as basic transforaation of sociai stratification
in fields of distridution of econowic and political powsr. bSome thought
that it was possible to conceive a type of social cnange which stop
short of rudical transformation of tne political system. Others did not
agree with this view. while discussing the thewe on 'Methodology of

the gtudy of Social Change'! some thought that there was z need to
develop new tools to study 'mon-structural' or 'chaos' situations.
Others thought that the social scientists should come out of the bounds
of conventional western tools and develop new ones to study change.
Yogendra Singh was of the opinion that the focus on distribution of
power in studying changes should be free from ideologies. lynch wanted
the sociologists to go to the masses and do something concrete for them

instead of merely talking about them. (Reamaswamy, 1971: 81-90).

1.9 In the bleventh Ali~India Socirological Conference held at
Ahmedabad. on april 28-30, 1972, there was a panel on the 'Changing
Patterns of Case'. Varunjkar (1972) reported that the panelist were
of the opinion that the dichotomy between tradition and modernity, and
associéting caste with tradition which was the anti-thesis of modernity,
came in the way of a proper appreciation of the role of caste associa-

tions in contemporary times.

1.10 National Seminar on Social Change was organized in
Bangalore from November «-7, 1972. Thirty-six themes were presented

in the seminar. These werc studied by panels on Rural Social Change,
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Family and Social Change, rducation and Social Change, Politics and’
Religion, Schedulsd Castes and Scheduled Tribes, Social btratifica-

" tion, Urbanization, and Industrialization, and Research Methodology.

1.11 These seminars and conferences reveal the broad spsctrum
of interest of Indian sociologists in the field of soeial change and

sociology of development.

2.0 Socigl Change
2.1 Pamily

Role of family in social change and impact of changes in
the socicty on family has attracted attention of some scholars,
M.S. Gore (1972) observes that famiiy could be treated as an indepen-
dent factor, as well as an intervening factor in social change.
In support of his argument he refers to successful industrielization
of Japan and the failure of China to inaustrielize. In Japan, the system
of primogeniture prevented land fragmentation, and encouraged younger
sons to take up non-agricultural occupations outside the family setting.
In contrast the traditional Chinese family systew encouraged the
primacy of loyalty to the family, and the resultant norms legitimizing
nepotism were detrimental to industrialization. The author also refers
to the recent cha.nges introduced in the family by Russia and China
by means of wnich they tried to remove the obstucles in the path of
modernization. According to him these efforts by China and Russia
support the argument that family could be:viewed as an intervening
factar. |



AM; Shah (1972) treate family from wider lineage strurtures. He has
anelysed the rols of -land ownership and land temire in the social and
economic relations based on }lineage. Shah's study based on empirical
data on 20 househalds should encourage further studies' on linesge
since this line of thinking has not received much attention in the

analysis of social structure in India.

B. .uppuswamy (1972) refers to psychologicadi dimensions of social
cha.nge , and observes that truaitional Indian society is autocratic,
autboritarian and rigid. He advocates that tr.ditional socialization
and child rearing practices should be changed and an achievement motive
for econom:i'.cr'growth, spirit of imovation and adoption infused.
‘fo Beba D, Varadachar (197<) socialization 1s a life-long developmental
process which is not confined to the family. FProcesses which affeét
the c;‘.aste, toe neighbourhood, the village, etc, have their own impact
on the socializatioh process, In i:his exploratory survey he finds
that children born in post-independent India do not ap.ear to be
internalizing of identifying with the values learned early in the family,
Udai Pareek and V. Kothandapani (1969) look into attitude towards
family size and .amily pla.ﬁning frox;z the point of view of moderniza-
" tion. ‘ |
2.2 Kducation

National Seuminar on Social Change hsla at Bangalore in
1972 gave much needsd attention 1-:.0 education wnd social change.
Accordj.ng to N.\;'. Thirtha (197<) the present education system is

a victim oi‘ three types of elites each of which tries to influence
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its acculturative function in diverse and discontimious ways, as a
result of which cducational prograawes have been oriented to resisting
change. This empirical study of rural sc,;hools finds that the two
oppoaedA valug-systems that operate in the schools and in the wider
comuunity have significant repcrcussions upon education and 1ts
capacity to produce social change. Y.s. Laale (1972) cautions -that there
are severe limitations to the role that yout.hs‘ and education could

play in the modernization of developing countries. 4according to him,
access to education is influsnced by rigidities in the social
structures.- he also points out thut the non-student you‘;‘h :Ls totally
divorced from the mainstreaa of inteliectual life and as such they could
be hewrldy counted upon to contribute to change. B.V. Shah ( 1972)
denies to education the role of a prime mover in social change. Chitra
Sivalumar (1972) in her Mysore study comes to conclusion that the higher
educational system contributes towards the maintenance of the inequalitarian
~ social mobility of the lower strate of the society. Sha expresses
doubts whether a socialistic and equalitarian sc;cia.i. order could be
possible in the country. S.P. Jain (1969) also observes that phenomenon
of educational atvainment is inticately related to tne social stratifi-
cation system of a given community. Yogerdra Sinsn. (1972, a) in his
study of university teachers looks into academic role-structure through
the following variables: modernization, aspiration, commitment, morale,
and enthoritarianism. He sugeests the possibility that, “in the
course of glodemization, the aéaptatg.ons in the individual role .

structure may begin at one or other variuble, say aspiration or
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commitment or authoritarianism or souwe other coubination thereof.
Given the need for cconsistency, chunge in one variable would generate
changes in othar elements in the role structure; and this would in
tiume lecad to the growth of a role type adapted to modermization.™

(p.<33)

A.K. Das and others (1970), and 1.8, Naik (1969) refer to education

is tribal communities. Dbas and others stadiea 1z5 dantal fumilies
frou five different viliages. Like uany others thsy also find that
comparatively more afi;ment scction of the couaunity are nore likaly
to accept modern education. 1n his paper Naik has adopted the
couparative msthod. He has selected 15 villages of various tyres
fron two haJor Bhil districts of Madhya Pradesh. fic concludes that
persons living in joinbt families, thoss belonging to upper levels of
society, and those having larger incomes, have a higher tendency to.
have their children educated. fie fJ:.nds that welfare cowaunity centres
of sociel and cultural change in the two districts. L.R.N. Srivastava
(1969) looks into problems of education sna social change of the
tribal peéple. Ads. Das (1970) analyses the 1961 census duta pertaining
to scheduled tribes and caucs to conclusion that there is poor
achievement in the field of literacy and that cduc.tionally udvanced

tribals are also econouwically better off.

M.N. Chitra (1972) studies education from historical perspective,
$heexanines the nature of relationsnip between educuation and society

at a particular period in tie history of Mysore. ke finds that
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eventhough the western education is based on universalistic criterion
of recruitment, igplicit in which is the idea of equality, the upyer

castes have seen in it opyortunities for strengthening and furthering
their traditional positions of power and authority. 4s a reaction

to this the dominant peasant castés have also entered the arena,

while the low castes and untouchables contimued backward and exploited.

M.L. Goel's (1970 concern is political participation and education.

He analyses voting beh‘aviour and finds thut eaucated elite is somswhat
alienated from the present political systew which has affected their
participation in the political process. Savitri Rani Bhatnagar (1970)
explores the characteristics of students and higher education in India
and Japan relating both to changes in the political and econowic

sector. She finds that students respond to massive social and political
tensions whicn affect the whole socicty, and to specific issue affecting
their personal, educational life and cducational prospects. She also
finds that in Japan a tightly organized power structure has used
edﬁcution as a resource for development of a aisciplined and unified
life. In India the more diffused and extrewely constrained power
structure is not in a pqrtion to utilize eduction at an early stage

to accelerate sconomic development. India now confronts problsms

of under-utilization of educational personnel, while Japén reaps

both the rewards and the conflicts and tensions of afiluent
industrialization. w.H. Griffin and Udei Pareek (1970) nas studied

the process of planned change in education. G.r. Altbach (1972)
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writes sbout the University education in Inais. S.C. Dube (1971), and
M.S. Gore (1971) have developed the links between modernization and

education in India.

Though student's unrest is a sociil reality, it is a ;;ity that few
social scientists have come forward to study this phenomenon. There
are only tyé major articles on the subject, one by 4A.t. Rass (1969);
and the otier by T.A. Mathias (1972). Koss hes interviewed

- 250 students from 14 ggi_Leg,es in bangalore. his study irnicatgs the
distinctiveness of ‘In&ian student indiscipline: the relative absence of
polxi:ica.}. goals or ideological couwwitment, the greater distructiveress,
and the epparently greater influence of leadership in t.he arousal. and
control of student behaviour, as compared to say, to Amsrican student
demonstrations. In his article Mathias outlines ccmérete tasks

of Indian schools and colleges in develvping a social conscience "in
students, and maintuins that a social revolution is possible without
violence. seshav Dev Sharma (1971) hus conducted a massive survey
covering 3862 Indian students in United States using wailed questionnaire
method. About 45-4 per cent seampl: population responded to the
questiomaire. He finds that traditional social structure of India
not only operates in much the same old way but continues to reinforce
itself by aiding thec already privi_'Leged.casnes, classes and areas in

reaping the benefits of the processes of modernization.
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2.3 Politics and Eklites
There are many studiés which have examined the interaction ’
of caste and political structurs. E.F. Irschick (1969) has studied
politics and social comflict in South India. Much of the parrative is
concernea with the acfsi%rit.ies of wae Justic Party and its leaders.
,HaJdescribes how they influenced the proviso of comunal electorates,
and then worked within the framework of Madras poiitics to obtalne
preferential treatment fc_:r non-brahmin caste Hindus in recruitment in
- government éervice. In his study James manor (1972) points out thet
" Vokkaligas were a heterogenous ‘5roﬁp wrongly called a caste in the
census, According to him the clubbing together of different Okkaliga
sub;g;‘oups into a single category was somewhat artificial, while the
lingaya‘ﬁs were a less artjficiéi group. He makes a pertinent observation
that four rural folk, the most meaningful political arena lies within a
day's walk of home. He finds that by late 1930s both thsse groups
began to define themselves at talukr, districts and state political
arenas. These got further expgzided and marriage networks became

enlarged cutting across the endogamous sub-groups.

- N. Patnaik's anthropological orie.ted study (1969) of politiéal changes
in a tribal block in Orissa brings out tension among the older caste
Hindus who traditionally have held community leadership and power,

and are unm.llmg to alléw young leaders to —rfunction. He observes
that higher development on political front and low economic development
has led to an imbalance in tribal societies. This has accentrated

tension and party factions which are active among tribal communita.es
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than caste Hindus. B.R. Chauhan (1972) exemines the nature and extent
of political challenges faced by representatives of the scheduled castes
and tribes in seeking and getting elected to réserved s?ats in the

Lok Sabha durdng the thres elections. u. Venkatarayappa (197%) in his
survey of two Mysore villages observes tuat along with political
awakening, factionalism was on the increase. while caste panch;yats had
- lost their importance they had failsd to disappear. On the whole rich
castes dominate the village panchayat and the bulk of benefit of
developme nt has gone to them. n. hanga nao (i972) in his study of a
'Telagana village finds that panchayatiraj. has resulted in the localisation
of caste conflict. Money was essential for local leadership, whatever
its cilaracter, right, centre ar left. aJs. Danda and Dit. Danda (1970)
ig their study of a Bengal viliage also come to the same conclusion.
They observe that ‘panchayatiraj has brought a new kind of polerization
of poﬁer. Increasing politicization and distribution of power to the
pecple as well as economic mobility have challenged the former divine
sanctions on caste divisions and have increased class consciousness.
H,D. Laxshiminarayana (1970) in his study of four Mysore villsges
“ql_)sgrves that the dominance of a caste is more apparent then reel,

and caste is functioning as an interest group. Andre Beteille

(1969 and 1969 a) observes that application of Dumonth's modsl,

which is concerned with ideas ana velucs, to the‘ analysis of poliﬂic;a.l
and economic problems has leed t6 major distortions to social reality.
According to him one source of distortion in our understanding of

Indian.sociaty is the conception of caste itself as « system of non-
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anﬁagonistic groﬁps having canp]exgent.ary functions and euch enjoy its
own set of privileges (1969, a: 18). He points out that "The pre-
occupations with values on the one hand and with interssts on the other
derive resoectluely from the sociclogies of Durkheim and Marx. The
influence of Durkheim has greatly outweighted that of Muarx among

social anthropologists engaged in the study of primitive or preindustrial
societies" (1969, a:'30)., He recomends systex;xatic studies of interests
in Ind:.a because "the ro.'le of va_'l.ues themselves can never be f.'ul:Ly
assessed unless we study them in their continuing interaction w.:.th

interests" (1969, a: 30).

Most of the earlier studies on caste and politics have emphasized the
dysfunctional aspects of caste. In the book edited by najni gothari
(1970)._the potential of caste to respond successfuily to modern challenges
has been emphasized. In his review articlie on the ..othari edited book,
Oommen (1972) gives a model of politicization in regard to the rltuam 3
un-clean, economically depressed and numericaily significant castes;

His model covers stages for major external stitmili, motiﬁation for

change, actions taken, nature of leadership, channels of status

mobility, adaptive functions, and latent functions for the caste.

N.R. Sheth (1969) su'ggést.s that the existence of an alternative

political structure to caste and faction based politics at the village
level can eventually induce change in traditional set up. Yogesh

Atal (197<) sketches 'the fusion of political sociology and behavioural
study of communication. his primary-hypothesis is that the degree and
kind of participation of people depends upon the degree and kind of

awareness among them.
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WJ.dem.ng gap between the elite and the messes has been mentioned by

S. Navlakha (1969) and B. Balakrish.né. Neir (1971). Navlakha also’
refers to some of the contraditions within the ranks of the elite,

"N. Balakrishna Nair (1971) refers to elite apyroach in Indian thinking.
He mention that " it has been a major strategy and t;actics of U.S.
Technical Assistance Programme in developing countries sucn aes India
to ideht:ii’y the power groups in the aid-receiving countries and win
them over" (pp. 486-487). He emphasises that 'the elite approach in
agricultural d.evelopmerlt has been purpossiviétic, with the objective of
effecting political and economic mobilisation, in the wake of tbelr
acceptance of U.S. Technical and other assistance programmes, and that
in agricultural development it follows the pattern in U.S. domestic
situation, particularly in identifying and designating the so-called
progressive farmers" (p.487). M. Bretcher (1971) describes the elite
image and politicel modernization in India. ‘
In the seminar on Gandhi (Biswas, 169 : 55 -556), there was a panel
on 'Gandhi on Social Cohesion and Social Change!. Gandhi's ideas were
compared and contrasted with that of Marx. Radhakrishna (1970) alsc;
wrote on Geandhi bringing out the political scene that was prevailing
soon after the country's liberation on August 15, 192__;7. The author
pointed ocut that the ultimate orientatj:on of Gandhi's political action

was indeed to set into motion a cumulative process of social change'

On a gereral plan, Lyoyd I. Rudolph and Susanne Hoeber Rudolph (1969),

a husband and wife team, explore the potentialities for modernization
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contained within the structure of ethics of a traditional society.
They explicitly reject the notion of a dictiotomous relationship between
tradition and modernity and suggest that 1t is rather dilectical in
the sense that there is continuity in the social and cultural changes
which are implied in modernity and contained potentially in the tradi-
tional structures and-values. On a somewhat dylfferent plan Myron
Weiner (1971) writes on political problems of modernizing pre-industrial
societies. Yogendra Singn (1971) examines the concepts and processes
in-political modernization. The role of languua.e conflict and its
consequences for integrational processes of rational building has been
examined b_‘y J. Das Gupta (1970). According to him language vrivalry
does not necessarily impede national integration but could actually
contribute to the development of a national community. He observes
that only when language groups Lobilize into political i.ntexesf groups,
it is possib.le to determine the pattern of inter-group confiict likely

to emerge. .

2.4 ﬁeligion

There are a fow studies on religious cults and sects and
their role in social change. C. Parvathamma (1972) studies bhakti
cult of Veerasaivism which is anti-mrahmanic but not anti-vedic. She
finds that cover the centuries hindu traditions have percolated into
Veerasaivism. According to her one of the reasons for this is
‘the conversion of large numbers from the lower castes to Veerasa'ivism,
and who hawe not given up their old pructiceﬁ. L.L. %'Iul_latti (1972)

haes classifisd Veerasaiva and Varkari ideologies as radical and



18

moderate respectiyely and has suggested that these ideologin_as have
repercussions on social c;;‘ganization. The Veerashaivas uave al rigid
orgenization while the Varkari panth is more flisxible. Vatu Ved

Prakash (1969) has analysed the functions of phajanopadeshak in bringing
about social change in India. G.N.R. Mudiraj (1970) examimes the caste-
sect di.chotou& in elsven leiegana villages. he finds that unlike caste,
tk;e{ sect does not menitest its authority through local and regional
organization. Marriage and adoption are traditionally recognized modes

of recruitment to the caste:s 1he sect functions to confer a specific ;'itual
identity on itd mewbers who have a vested interest in maintaining the
distinctive ritual pattern that assure the persistence of thez.r collective
ritual identity. . ‘
1bere are ﬁwo excellent 'papers on hinduism and modernization, one by
£.P. Gupta (1971), and the other by a.N. Pandeya (19?0). Gupta has
exemined the relsvance of Hindu beliefs and rituals to the modernization’
of India. Aaccording to him classical Marxist and weberian models fail
to describe, much less explain, the historic individuality of modernizing
patterns. he points out that the state and direction of religious
evolution in each tradition memifest, at each stage, tensions of conti~-
mity and change in relation to the existing conaitions. In this

process of adfiptive expansion each tradition creates and dustains

an un:?.que mode of breakthrough which prepares it for eventual confronta-
tion with the exigencies of modernization. he indicates how this
confronf-a.tion is interlinked with the historical particularities of a

socio-political system, following at the sase time a certain universal
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pattern towards progressive rationalization in mépoﬂse to adaptive
requiremhté. He finds that Hinduism's ethical ideas are directed
. toward the individual rather then society. "India's modernity can be
conceived to have been structured by the central hindu category of
autologicai 'solution' at tne personality level. There is no national
ideal which may coumit collectivities to nobler goal-attaimments. Even
the slogan of socialist pattern of society seeks to induce change in the
hearts of imdividual. The norms of ethical ideal are laid down for a
tgood! Hindu, not for a good Hindu society". 4according to him, ‘the
search of capitalistic spirit in the dominant ethos of Hinduism is
clearly mistaken!' (P.71). Gupta's paper is one of the best theoretical
framework develOpeci by an Indian sociologist for studying the role of
Hinduism in the mbdéz:njsg:tion of India. Thomas Conrad's (1971) couuents
on Gupta's paper and Gupta's rejoinder (1971 a) are also worth mentioning
here. 4.N. Pandeya (1970) challenges the weberian proposition that asian
religions are a major obstacles to modernization. aAccording to hiam
Indian religious tradition is a vest reservoir which proviges wany
alternatives fof ide\ntit.y conceptions or set of identity symbols needed
for modernization. his line of thinking is further supported by
R.S. fhare (1971) wbo shows that z(anya—&.lb,]'a bBrahman does not employ
the Hindu notions of garma and Luarma in any rigid causative frame
of reference; Jg'ather they are his intrinsic properties which he can
variously interpret. Aaccording to him a Kanya~Kuoja Brahuan is not ambi-
guous or anbivalent about bis sinultaneous persuit of the sacred and the
secular, To him modern office is at once avsymbol' of economic

- necessity, cultural modernity, social status and Brahmanic excellence.
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M.S.A. Rao (1969)< also writes in the same vein while discussing Max
_Weber's MProtestant nthic" hypotheses. he argues that hinduism and
Hindu culture emphas; ize the this-wordly aspect as much as the other
worldly aspect. 1The basic ideas of Hinduisa, e.g., garma end Dharma,
are copstantly reinterpreted to suit s:.tqations. mssa;\r by C.P. Loomis
and z.£. Loomis (1969) based on Max weber's ideas concerning India
and 'Asceting Protestantism' was discussed in, a four-day Semiﬁa;’:.'
organized at the National'lnstitut,e of Community Development, Hydsrubad.
- The essay generated t-rgméndous heat, so mich so that the Indian scholars
" not only criticised weberian modc] thoroughly, they criticised Loomises
for weber's ideas! In the book edited by K.F. Spencer (1971) the focus
is supposed to be on relationships between religion and modernization.
Only‘ Nanning Nash and to some extent Agandananda Bharati discuss
religion as a factor in the process of modernization. In the Seminar
IChurch in India Today' (C.B.C.IL. 1969) there was free and frank
discussion on the policy issues affecting the entire gr/oup. It was
pointed out that religion need not be a cause of stagnation but can be

a dynamic force in society.

2,5 Values
An excellent piece of research on values is by Ratna Dutta (1971).
She has raised some very important questions: Wwhat happens to values
people hold in a society undergoing rapid changes? L1s value change a
pre-requisite for general social change characterized by indust,r-ia.li-
zation and urbanization, or is it that the domain of values remains
continmuous and constant in the face of various structural changes

occuring in a sociesty? In short, is value change a determinant of
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soéial change, its consequence, or simply an invariant element in the
process of social change? She critically examines various empirical
studies which have tried to ans;aer some of thsse questions, and

comes to conclusioﬁ that the categories of analysis uséd in these
studies do not explain the phenomenon properly since these categories
are relevant to institutions of western origin. She brings out the -
distinct identities of stabus of values, norms -and ideologies in the
process of modernization. "While using Parson's action theory as the
main reference structure for her study, she brings out so:ﬁe shoxltcomings

in the action theory.

In his very interesting article U.,C. McClelliand (1971) exaaines some
themes in the culture of India. Hichard Lananoy \19’7‘1) maintains

that though India's problemé menifest themselves in urgent economic
terms, their root causes lie in the historical development of the
country's values as reflected in its cultural and social organization.
He examines the motivational structure of India's culture and society
and concludes that it is the aesthetic sensibility that tends to Indian
thought and consciousness its most unigue characteristic. He thinks that
dichotomy betwecn tradition and modernity can be resolved by recognizing
that science and intuition are both rooted in the non-rational. He
observes, "the scientific spirit_j.s commouly regarded as the anti-
thesis of India's traditional modality. This is based on out-dated
notions of science and of 'rationalism' as unalterably opposed to

the tirrationality' or 'mysticism' and 'intuition', a misconception

which is fostered by the bybrid educational system". He further
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olserves that 'the assthetic sensibility or capacity for unified

awareness is not an obstacle to modernization but an asset”.

2.6 Law and Social Legislation
In the much meglected fisld of law and social change,
there are two major publications. Wolfgang Friemdmann (1972) examines
the role of law 1n changing society. B.B. Chatterjee and othe;s -
(1971) exami,nettbe impact of social legisla.tion on social change.
Their book reports the findings of a research investigation conducted
in four viila.ges mear Varanasi. The autpors studied the attitudes of
the rural people to social legislation on Hindu marriage and untouche~
kility. Interview schedule and Thurston type attitude scales wers
used. They f£ind that the attitudes of the caste Hindus towards
. untouchables remain substantially the same in respect of dinning and
temple entry. Whatever little change that has taken place could /not be

attributed to awareness or social acceptance of social legisiation.

2.7 Social Mobility ) |
4s an adjunct to 1961 census, preparation of ethnographic

. monographs and glossaries on a number of selected scheduied castes,
scheduled tribes and ethric groups with special status has been taken
up by the Census organization. The report by S. Sanyal and B.t{f ‘Roy
| Burman (1970) is a study on social mobility movements among the
scheduied tribes undertakén is 1968, A questionnaire was sent to
block developlnen"t officers of all community development ’blécks to
find out the changes in the folliowing aspects: adaption of new

caste name and surname; change of occupation; adoption of new religion,

-



23

sect or cult, performance of rituals associated with higher castes;
changeé in the dietary and drinking habits; and education. Data are
presented in -tabular form. No anaiysis is attempted. There are
indications that social mobility movements of different types are

taking place among the scheduled castes and tribes.

G.N. Rama's study (1971) of social mobility among the untouchabie gold
miners is a part of a larger project on the impact of industrialization
and urbanization on the family in the fLolar Gold Fields, The study
points out that migration is motivated by a desire to be free from the
stigma of untouchability and perpetual economic bondage. Rober L.
Hardgrave (Jr.) (1969) reconstructs the social history of Nadars and
describes the processes by which the Nadars of iYamilnadu have risen
from a social limbo to social respectability and political prominsnce.
Sen. Chanhan (1972) studies three multi-caste villages in Assam and
tests the concept of sanskritization in explaining the social mobility.
H.M. Narula Siddaiah (1971) conducted a study on 'Nagartha! caste.

He points out that Nagarthas have shifted to modern professions and
services though their traditional occupation is trade. They want to

be treated as vaishyas in order tou claim superiority but at the same
time they feel that they are backward in order to claim governmental
favours. Owns M. Lynch (1969) studied the untouchable caste of Acra,
viz., Jatavs. Drawing concepts from the theory of reference groups,
he examines the efforts of an untouchabls caste to achieve upwara
mobility within a democratic framswork. K.L. oharma (1972) does not
agree that structural changes, which are induced through extra-caste

mechanisms but have definite repercussions on caste structure, can be
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examined either through reference group theory or sanskritization.

V.S. Nargolkar (1969) observes that greater efforts have to be made

to achieve the Gandhi's dream of Social equality. Dan A, Chekki (1971)
observes that in urban India class structure prevails within the broad
framework of the caste systém. His study of Brahmins of Dharwar
explains bow family and kinship tend to play an importent role in the
process of social mobility. G.L. Verma (1972) looks into social
acceptability and rejections whicg are latent in group interactions

in Indian village. Data for his péper come from the nationwide study
on !'Awareness of Coumunity development in Village India' conducted
during 1968. For his paper Varma has taken a sample of 408 respondents
from the larger study. He finds that high caste non-Bralmins are
ranked the highestA, while the Brahuins are ranked at third position

by the respondents. He also finds that womentolk in rural India

still believe in observing greater social dis£&1ca. He concludes tha’f:
those groups which are minor or isolaﬁed show a strong desire to identify
with more privileged higher-order gr'oups in the society. M.J. Mahar
(1972) gives a comprehensive account of the untouchables in contemporary
India. Satish Sabarwel (1972) ex mines the process of urban social
mobility at different points in the caste hievarchy.in Punjab, .He shows
how individuals use their castc networks as well as the new networks

of occupational and political interest groups to seek: betterment for
themselves. He observes that caste solidarity is a function of the
perceived hostility of the enviromment and the comminityt!s shared

interests havingrbeen articulated and organized (p.182).
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So far Indian sociologists have beéﬁ'indifferent to the contribution of
military to social change. A Bopegemege (1971) is perhaps the first

to look into this aspect. He observes that Indian Army is an important
innovative agent as well as representing one of the nost effective
channels for#pward social mobility. It has introduced a scientifie
method of cultivation tﬁrough its Grass Farm Department, whieh is of
direct bemefit to the Indlan cultivation «... The officers cor.8 of
the present Army is ore of the most modernized and westernized elements
in Indian society, with interest in stability, and order, national unity,

and development and technological progress.

2.8 Occupational mobility

The close link betweecn social and occupational mobility in
India has been examined by scme, Frau the study of six villages in
Rajasthan, £.L. Sharma (1969) finds that occupational mobility is
necessarily followed by changes in the class structure, He, however,
concludes that the rols of caste system in guiding occupational
mobility can not be undermined, as caste still plgys a crucial role
in the village community. N.K.'Jaiswa; end C.£. Ambastha (1970),
study caste and occupetion preference in kast Bihar villages. Their
finding is that pe_opie either prefer to stick to their own caste
occupations or they want to take up open occupations s:mh as service,
cultivation, business or labour. A.K. Majunder and £.£. Das (1970)
conducted a study in five villages in West Bengal. They find nlxigrants
to be most progressive people in the sample villages., Jaspal Singh
(1971) in his study of trade union leaders finds that his respondents

have been relatively stationary as far as horizontal and intra-gensra-
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tional vertical mobility is concerned but moved down when inter-
generational mobility is taken im‘:.o account. B.K. sgarwal and

P.C. Deb (1972) report thst farming is considered to be the most pre-
sﬁigidus occupation byA both farming and non-f arm:.ng population of
Pmiab.» Priestly occupation, which occupied highest position in the
past, Lowever, finds‘ a lower place in the occupa.timé.l hierarchy,

as it received seventh rank from the respondents.

T.N. Madan's (1972) is among the first few studies of a profession.
He has focussed his attention on the doctors whose profession is
typically urban based. He observes that changing occupational structure
is an integral part of the process of modernization. He finds that

' doctorls come from urban, Hindu, upper-caste , upper-income homes. In
the choice of their career they have been 1infiuenced by considerations
of incame and status and also by the normative omes of social service.
Dewitt John (1969) through his soclo-political analysis of the Punjabi
impigrant comminity in Britain gives a clear picture of the nsw
structural pattern emerging amongst the Punjabi immigrants. He

brings out the inherent tehaency of the Punjabi lsadership to fall

apart again and again Jyue to 1intense competion for oftices.

3.9 Social Structure and Social Stratification |

There are a number of empiricai studies on social structure
. and social st.ratif.‘icat:_i.én. Thomas K. Metcalfe's (1969) study on
Ordh Talukdars describes the impact of:‘ diff-erent systems of land
revenue administration on the agrarian class structures. Richérd

G. Fox (1969) looks into commmnity change in a North Indian market
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town. N.K. Jaiswal and U.C. Jha (1970) describes the extreme.
differences between the upper castes and the backward and scheduled
castes. They find that upper castes monopolize all the privileges and
availa thex.nselves of all the oppcrtunities, In his study of six
villages, K.L. Sharma (1970) finds that caste consciousness operates
‘at different levels, such as caste and sub-caste , and within the caste
or sub-caste at factiopél and kinship basis. He compares caste conscious-
ness with what Durkbein salled 'collective consciousness'!, and suggests
that there is‘ a good deal of overlap between caste and class conscious-
ness. To him class consciousness is a replica of caste consciousness.
K.C. Panchandikar and J. Panchandikar (197‘0 have made an attempt
to identify and explicate relevant traits that articulate tbs more
gignificant determinants of social structure and the process of social
change. Iravati Karve (1971) observes that in the process of moderni-
zation caste must.. no longer be looked upon as hinderance. She suggests
that, "It is necessary to study how ths process reveals some structural
details and how other details are getting modificd. whether in this
process what remains of the system can be called a caste say twenty
years iater will be quite another matter" (p.118). P.C. Aggarwal (1971)
gives an account of the breakdown of Jajmani system in Mewat and its
effect \on agricuitural labour, tension generated by the changing inter-
caste relationships, new religious aftiliations, vacillating political

alignments, and increased tempo of economic activity.

In his well documented paper on the Changing Pattern of Social Strati-

fication, Yogendra Singh (1972) points out two limitations of Bailey's
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stratification systen, hame]y over-emphasis on the roles of Jatis and A
the absence of dynamic elements of the system like caste association

and categories. The four tendenciss in thé chenging pattern identifisd
by him ar.: (a) the upward social mobitity and political influence

at the village and regional lesvels in the middle castes and peasantry;
(b) concentration of political power, economic¢ and social benefits

in the upper castes and urban middle classes; (c¢) increasing social
inequa.litiés in the various social strate, and (i) emerging class
relations in social stratification.} T.£. Oommen (1972) icentifies three
‘vstrategiss generally followed in studies on rural social change. These
are: (a) viewing village level changes on mere reflactions of the change
in the wider society; (b) concentrating only on local structures and their
analysis as though they were indeperdent of the larger society, and (c¢)
analysing the interaction between local structures and the wider world
and delineating the resulteant changes in the former. He recommends the
third strategy. He observes that in rural society relations centering

in land formed a core institution and other institutions are largely
dependent on it. Anil Bhatt(1972) looked into class-caste stratification

and its relation with politisns.

Two scholars who have dones excellent, comprehensive work on rural
social structure are P.C. Joshi (1969, 1970, 1972), and andre Beteille
(1969, 1969a, 1969b, 1970, 1971, 1972, 1972a). Joshi has studied
agrarian social structure aﬁd social change. A comparative study of
land and Pakistan has been done by him. He looked into the gquestion

of class structure and normative dimensions of social change.
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A comparative study of land reforms in India and Pakisten has been doné_
b,y; him., ﬂe looked into the question of class structure and normative
dimensions of social change. In 1969, Andre Bete:.lle B;‘ought out his
collection of esaays. In dealing with social stratification he uses

the amalytical categories developed by Maix, Weber and Evans Pritchard
to discuss dimensional and strﬁc’mral aspects of strat:.f’ication system.
in 1971 he explores the similarities between the Indian caste system

and what he calls 'the colour-caste system!, He observes: 'In India

the same individual has a number of different identitites according

to caste, religion and language, and any one of thesge inisht. /be more jmpor-
tant then the others » depending upon context and situation' (1971:535).
He also. observes that 'People might be highly conscious of their
differences, whether physical, or cultural, without their consciousness
acquiring a political form'. According to him the castes begin to
argenize themselves into associations which take form of mutually -
antagonistic g‘oupé when people feel that. caste consciousness would fade
away. He has earlier written (1969, a) on the politics of "non-antagoni-
stic" strata wherein he has suggested that role of values should be -
studied in their contimiing J'.nteractign with interests. In 1972 he

describes the agrarian relation in Tanjore district.

In his two essays ndre Beteille (1972) examines the nature and forms
of inequality in rural India. ke obser\_res that social stratification
~in the second half of the twentiéth century is less simple, less clear-
cut and less .visible than :i.t has been in the past (p.11). He c;.la.ssii‘.i.e.a

buman society in two kinds, 'viz., harmonic and disharmonic. In the formal
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. kind there is consistency between the exist.entiél order and the
normative order, v;rh:i.'l.e in the latter the two are in conflict.
He considers traditional Indian society as harmonic system because
barries between castas or strata follow to a large extent from the
contradictions between the normative and existential order. In a
harmonic socisty they are likely to be open and endemic" (p.15).
In his other sssay (1972: 19-35) he examines inequalities in rural
areas in relation to the ownefship , control and use of land and other
material resources. He concludes that "the political instruments which
are used for destroying an existing‘ system of ineyuality are not wholly
nsutral but themselves become the basis for a new system of ineguality"
(p.34). Andre -Beteille is struggling to find a way out to identify
some fundsmental principle which would help at once to explain what
bas happened in the past and to predict what will happen in the future?
In the process he sometimes becomes pessimistic, and sometimes takes a
~defensive posture. In 1971, he writes 'the course of political corflict
remains unpredictable. There is no gencral theory which can enable us
, to delincate in exact terms the relationship between cultural differences
~and their organization into mutually antagonistic groups!' (p.535). In
" 1972 he writes, "the éociologists can never predict the emergence of
agrarian unrest in the way in which the astronomer can predict the
appearance of a comst. But he can interpret meaningfully what has
5 happened in the past, and this gives us somc indication of future
possibilities within a given constellation of factors" (;1972,_ a: 150).
He becomes defensive when he sgys" ....ny argament should not be taken

as a plea for a return to the harmonic society. I do not believe that



X

would be possible even if one considered it desirable. Vg argument was
meant to underline the difficulties involved in building a socisty

on the promise of equality" (1972 :16).

Vietor S. D'souza and Kaj Mohini sethi, (1972) £ind ihat social class
is a éignificant category in Chandigarh. According to them people

arse able to identii"y\ themselves with aifferent social classes based

on mcome , occupational prestige and education.

uffects of charges in social structure on the roles of older people
have been examined by V.S.D'souza (1971). Based on secondary data ...
the author tests a theoretical model that in the emerging industrial
social order the old peoéle are exposed to the vulnerability of the
aging process from which they were shielded in the preindustrial

social order.

Social scientists have paid little attention to minorities and their
status in the Indian Social structure. We have two studies in this
field; one by Robert S. Newman (1972) on Jews, and the other by

AR. Saiyed (1972) on Muslims. Newman observes that Jews follow two
different types of casté bierarchy. One is the wider, Hindu one where
the Cochin Jews ranked relatively high, but where the Bene Israel ranked
low. The other is the system within the two groups and including a
third Jewish group, the Bagh dadi. 4a.R. Saiyed (1972) reports that
Musline continued to follow traditional way of life and to understand
their change resistence tendency it is necessary to examine the
minority status of Indian Muslims, especial_l.;y the iower class status

of the vast majority of the members of this community.



2.10 Urbanization

C.R. Prasad Rao (1970) has studied pattern of rural-urben
migration. He finds t.ha!.t. the rurel-urban relations are more intimats,
rumercus and compact between small towns and villages.' Harshad R.
Trivedi (1969)‘ introduces the concept of 'semi-urban pocket'.
c. Rajagopalan's (1972) paper is thought provoking. He examines the
philosophy of‘ the pbenomena of urbanization azlid social change. fHe
endofses Wirth's theory--the dimension of distinctive urban social
change and the outward diffusion of urban way of life. He looks into
the significance of critical population size to quélify a settlement
to be u;‘ba.n. The anthor argues that process of urbanization can not
be examined from only one dimension, namely, social dimension. The
central proposition of V.M. Mishra's paper (1971) is that media of mass
communication play the role of intervening Variable in both urbanization -
and modernization processes, and that the designer and a-.ctivater
relations/hips between the two processes are concommitentv, mutual and
reciprocal. M.S.A. Rao (1970) conducted an intensive study of changes
in the social structure of Yadavpur resulting from the metropolitan
impact of Delhi. He finds that economic cbar;ges have affected the
occupational mébility and disturbed the Jajwani and inter-caste relsation-
ships. Joint family has been 1little affected by these changes. There
is ‘gro»wth in trade and changes in consumption pattern which have
eventually lead to the establistment of new values. Party-politics
entered the village. ashish Bose‘ (1970) provides a valuable source
book for the study of urbenization in India. The book covers among

‘pther things an appraisal of the statistical data on internal migrations
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which would be of interest to scholars interested in study of social

change.,

AN

2.11 Industrialization

S.{, sathiala (1971) i. his thought provoki;lg article
triss to answer ths .quest.ion: "o what extent social end economic
development is related to industrialization?" The author observes that
in spite of Herbert Blumert!s argument (that the indust.rl\alization by
its very make-up can have no definite social effect and that it is
neutral and indi.ffe:r-'ent; to what follows socially :Ln its wake ), many
Indians, particularly administrators and scholars supported .or influenced
by American advisors, have elevated the Gemeiscbf;ilft - Gesellschaft
dichotomy into a principal deviee of social taxonowy. He thinks that
due to this approach scholars are divided into two groups -- one
concerned with rural problems and the -other concerned with urben problems,
He argues that there are alternatives in the adjustment of an agrarian ‘
society to industrialism not present in the histories of modern western
nations. Most western scholars have asswned the inevitability of
Westernization with increasing industrialization of uxﬂerdevelpped
countries. He challenges this and argues that western cultural history
need not be repeated in the under-developed countries as they move
! toward industrialism, G.S. Arora (1972, criticaliy examines the trends
in evolution of organization like CSIR, 1Cst, ICMk, AC, and R & D of
the Defence. One of the main points thalt emerges from his study is that
the growth of Ipdia.n scientific community and the rise of Indian
ca.pitalism\ are closely related.- He exanines the role of government and

the Western trained scholars in this process. The author ad’éroca'beé
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delinking of the Indian model with the western model.

2.12 Macro-analysis on Social Change and Debate on
‘ Modernization

In the preceding' sections the studies were, by and large,
clessified according to the single factor emphasised in them contriﬁi—
ting to or influenced by social change. There were, however, a few
studies which have looked into the inter-play of various elements in
fhe process of social change and modernization., These are considered’
in this section.

In his noteworthy study on peasant societies of Asia and Africa,

Guy Hunter (1969) describes the unique situation of 'ancient! social
structure in a modern world, emphasizing that societies live and grow
as a whole; technology and seconomics are intertwined with politics,
adhirﬁstrative standards, education, and even fundamental beliefs and
values. ﬁe refers to the formidable differences between the situation
of developing countries today and that which faced the western worid
in its main period of modern growth. e observes that the developing
countriss § from their relative weakuess, cannot and may not wish to follow
the same course as the western countries at their moment of greatest
relative strength. He points out how impossible it is to recapitulate
earlier baths of growth not only in econamics - in the growth of
administration or of politics or of education. Hunter describes
'modernizing' "a change from traditional, custom-oriented society

to an individualist of co-operative econcmic-oriented society;

a.s.t.he evolution of a system of values capable of mediating modern

knowledge and techniques; as the mobilization of -surplus manpower
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and under-used resources for economig growth; as tb.e'SPread of higb_er
education" (1;p.295—296). He.further says, "Modernization can in fact
only mean following a path which is possible for each nation in its
current circumstances , using to the best advantage the common stock of
scientific knowled;e which is available simultaneously to every country
in the world" (p.296l). He concludes: “sowe peasant nations may well
achieve a civilization which bas qualities which the West will euvy,
even if their physical wealth is less. Some certainly will be pioneers
in new experiments in social action. ‘wuropeans', in the widest sense,
have much to give to these countries, if it is given modesty: they nay

also have much to learn fron then! (p. 298).

Milton Singer's study (197<) is an excellent one on modernization

based on an anthropolugical approach to Indian civilization. According
to the author the three field trips reported in the voluue a/re explorations
of an extended metﬁod for a social anthropological study of civilizations.
The voluue is not based on msre field reports; the author has made an
excellent effort to dovetail the theoretical papers with field reports.
Singer has taken a‘position, 'one that recognizes the contiming co-
existence and mtual adaptations of India's cultural traditions --

Great and Little -- and wodernity!. His position asserts naons of the
possibilities envisaged in three other positions, nauely, "the inevitable
and linear tra;nsformation of a traditional culture and society into

a modern one, ﬁhe unchanging and obstructive persistence of a traditional
society ana culture » or the hypothetical uwodernization of a traditional
society if it were to abandon its traditional institutions" (p.245).

He observes, "I was convinced that the dichotouy between™tradition"
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and "modern" whether in ths popular form of wWestern "mater:.alzsm" versus
n.astern "Sp.u-xtuahty" or in the sophesticated social science form of
"traditional® versus "modern" societies, was not useful theoretical
guide for mﬂerqta;ﬁing India. (p.247). To hiw, Indian modernization
is not simply an "aping of the West that destroys the traditional way of
life, but rather abhighly selective process of borrowing and immovation,
which secks to develop and incorporate useful, novel ekiments into

a highly orgunized and continuing civilization® (p.336). Srinivas

in his Foreword to the book observes, "It is a fascinating paradox

that the 'cultural ideology of 'traditionaliswa! is ome of the major
instruments of modernization. Moveuents that prébgress ive in"c.ellectuals
in developing countries woﬁd castigate as revivalist frequently
contain elements of modernization. fThe process of modernization is
complicated enough in any socicty but far more so in the historic

civilization"(p.X).

A comprehensive analysis of Indian society 1s attempted by David G
Mandelbeua (1970). His focus is 'on the principal groups of village
socisty and on the patterns of interchange and counter change among
them, The author examines some of the principal social and regional
variations. He views social relations as systems and parts of
systems and shows that Indian socisty has not been static or stagnant,
but has contimally been adaptive, mainly on the busis of certain
deep - lying psychological and social thewes. In Volume-I he gives

the concept of social system and of caste order and defines major
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compénents of Indian society. In volume IL he exaaines the village.

as a sociai eﬁtity in the context of the ’changing, larger entities

of s.ta.'he and civiliiation. He elassifies social change as recurrent and
systemic. According to him recurreht changes have cone ‘about through
social mobility, through religious movements, and through the absorption _
of tribal people. While writing on dominance and subordination, be /
observes, "the ideology of non-campetitive varnas is firmly believed
while competitive social action among Jatis is zealously waged" (p.628)l.
Ascording to him " Thé d.rives toward social advance are quite constant,
but the tactics for advance are varied....., Traditional alternatives

are in the three "twice-born" varnas....., whatever route may be chosen,
effective rise begins with the prospering of individual families.

Hopes for higher rank are futile unless steeled with secular strength.
Individual famili;es can achieve real advance only as part of a larger
group and so prospering fawilies deploy their secular .resources to achieve
ritual gains for their group" (p.631). He finds that "The major changes
in Indian socisty are din the same direction as that taken by broad
changes in other conf,emporary societies. The general trend is toward

the narrowing in cultural disparities and in social distances between
groups in a society, though scarcely toward any total elimination of
stratification. There is a general shift awsy fram traditional status
symbols to modern political and technological symbols. Disadvantage
groups at every level of socisty are entering the political arcna

ag they had not been able to do before" (p.634).
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Contrary to the thinking of Hunter (1969), Sipger ( 1972), Mandelbam
(1970), Srinives, (1970) and many others, is the thinking of Brigitte
Barger (1971) in &he sense that she equates modermzat:.on w:.t»h Westerni-
za't.ion. Bassd on. Weber's basic ileas on the nature of power and the
rationalization process, Berger enalysges the development of rationalized
hierarchical an:hhor:.ty in political structu.res 2 econonic stmmres R
stratification aystema, urbanization and the fam.ly systen. JIn each
case she contrastsd. *bba rationaluad ahmcbures with the tradltmn*bound
stru.ctuvas of feudal h.urope and of the peasant an.d tribal socz.etma
of .Afrn.ca and Asia. She observea, "Urban culture is ‘the cult\ma of
modernity. What happens in citises is what defines the fa't:e of nodern
land nodernizing societiss, Urbanization equéJs nodernization. ( md
since modernizetion weans, in a fundauental wey, the diffusion and
edaptation of western patterns of societ.y and culture, upbanizgtign
eguals Weaternization" (p+174). On Berger's boox, Ell.seBalld\ing (1972)
compents that by equating modernization with westernization, She (Berger)
falls into the trap of using a folk model where analytical mod@l is

intended, as Ayoub warns us Western social sgdsentists are prome to do.

Some attempts have been made by Indian social scientists to bring toges
ther writings on various topios with a view to give a canprebensme
-pﬂntm‘e of social change in India. Notable emong these are:
Balak:rlshm N. Nair (1971), B. mppuswamy (1972). Narmedeshwar

Prased (1970), end M.S.4. Rao (1972).
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2:13 R'esea/rch Orientation and Methodology

It is realised that basically no research ié value free.
Subjectivity in sociologiéal research reflects in many forms: in the
basic theoretical assumptions, operational defi.nitions\, types of
questions asked, and selectivity in anailysis and interpretation cf
data. There has been serious examinution of many sociologicel assuup-
tions in economic. growth theories. Doﬁbts have besn raised about the
relsvance of some of the Western sociologicel theories to the Indian

society and culture,

M.N. Srinivas (1969: 50~52) has argued that the use of concept of
modernization involves a value judgement. He emphasised this point

on various occasions (1970, 1971).. ;Ratna Dutta (1971) observes that
"empirical studies of the modernization process in the underdeveloped
areas today are often hampered by categories of analysis which are
limited by their special relsvance to .the institutions of western
origin" (p,129). I have earlier referred to the study of Guy

Hunter (1969) in which he refers to thoughtless application of economic
and social theories derived frou Western experience, According to

hin "The trouble lies in inadequate or wrong description of the data
on which theory is constructed". Militon Singer (1972, is critical
about using such dichotony a8 "traditional versus modern" or "western
naterialian" versus '"Eastern Spirituality", A.K. Desai (1971) observes
that concept of modernization 1s not without its ideological implica-
tions (Vol.I: 458-474). R.N. Sakeena (1971) in his presidential
address to the Tenth All-India socliological confercnce observes:



| 4
WThe idea of the spiritual mast is, historically speaking a camparatively
recent origin, It is an epithet cowned by the Western scholars, parti-
cularly the Western Oricntalists, and applied to the Bastern countries,
especially India". He asks: "should developaent of a backward socicty
be ne essarily through industrialization and automation on the Western
pattern, and does modernization mean only westernization?". He again
repeabs this question in 1972. Ahdrew Gundef Frank (1969) critically
examines the relevance of western sociological theories of econanic
development. Harold A, Gould (1969) has done a eritical analysis of
western inspired develo,mgn.t theories as they apply to India. Sinai, L.R.,
(1971) exposes major limitations of social sciences in comprehending
the problems of quernizaﬁion. weberian concept on "Protestant Ethics"

and econamic development has been challenged by many, such as Fax (1973),
Mines (1973), Paparek (1973}, Nand#(1973) end Singer (1973).

Diagonistic research on social change is aiscussed by Ram ﬂrishna

Mukher jee (1972). He exanines the manner in which field of variation
mey be conceptualized and its characteriétics ascertuined through
precise forgmlation of null and alternate hypotheses from both empirical
and theoretical knowledge. Suraj Bandopadhyay (1972) discusses the
need to collate certain sociul types frou findings that are available

iI:l Various areas of Indien society to get a wore comprehensive

picture of the problems of social dynamics. He stresaeé how emphasis
on society_ as an organic - functional systeu incapacitated professional

sociologists to understand social dynamics. According to him this
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appréach resuitqd in & failure-to fopmilate theories of social orzani-
zation in general, and social strabification in particular. A. Inkels'
and A.£. Singh (1971) exemines the problews in compa.t‘ative\reseai‘ch

on modernization. - \

The Indian Institute of Advancad Study convened a workshop on "he
Mac‘ro-Socioiosy of India', Relationship betwee‘an nicro-and macro-
soc'iological apf:roaches are examined in varicm\s papers presented in

the workshop (Saberwel, 1972),

3.0 Sociology of Development
3.1 Introduction
Majorr focus of research in sociology of developuent has

been on the following : Organizational and iﬁstittlztional changes
introduced in the country for dev‘elopmant,- sociological constraints
under which these institutions operate; affect of social.structure
on programnes and policies; emerging pattern of leadership and role
of leaders in communication of ideas; bureaucratic structure and role
of the buresucracy in development; and factors effecting growth of
‘ enﬁ'epreneurship.

3.2 Social Structure and Sociology of Community
De velopment

Community development has been an orgenizational innovation
introduced in early fifties. Since its inception various aspects of
comnunity dewlopuent have been analysed by the social scientists.
While same continued t6 write on C.D., the interest of many shifted

to pecople's pa.rticipat.ibn and political proecesses in rural development.
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R. Dwarkinath (1972) emphasized thatAcommunihy development has been
r;cogniZea as a Social process of directed ehanse. _A4.B, Bose (1969)
refers to various social obstacles which impede rapid progress.
These, according to him are: absence of competitiveness, importahce
placed on érdup rather than individual, stress on spiritualvadvancement
ré.ther than material gains in the traditional value system, the demo-
graphic burden, limited social agdeaconomic irter-relations between
different groﬁps, vested interests of the traditionally privileéed
groups in the contimatin of the old order, absence of functional
literany, and aligmment of village factions primarily on the basis
of primary social groups. He, however, finds that the structure of
f.‘/amily and village community is becaming more democratic., New social
groups are cutting across conventional boundaries of kinship and caste,
and greater rationality is now emerging in social or economic¢ relation-
ships even at village level., B.a. Roy Bﬁrman (1972, discusses the
problsm of adaptation of the people of the hiliis of North-ikast India.
He suggests thgt the problem should be looked at as a part of the larger
system of adaptation embracing the hills emnd plains, areas cutting
across political divisions but underlying the formation of cultures and
comminities. The diverse facets of ecological adaétations are discussed
under three categories, viz., physical and social mobilizabtion a.nd
biosocial response. He finds that the tribes living in a region are
developing a sharp sense of their identity and this is linked with

sanskritization.
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There are > many empirical studies on social structure and social trans-
formation in rural areas. N. Patnaik (1963) braings out that baclmardmss
of a; community acts as a sk)ur to accelerate change because of rising
expectations and levels of aspirations, where such coam\imity is not
_under the préssu.re of other dominent groups. Sometimes econamic .
prosperity of a rich landlord could be a retarding factor. | AP. B-ar'nabag
(1969) finds that 'all! aspects of the life. of the villagers are
undergoing changes. He also Finds that higher the caste greater is

the change and development. Paul G. Kiebert (1971) gives a descriptive
_analysis of life in a south Indian village. He finds that while
ch_auges’\are taking place in the village, caste and other social groups
wb.ich_ cpt across village boundariss are of equal importance in providing
order in a plueristic society. I.S. Grewal and I.5. Sohal (1971) find
that refugee farmers differ distinctly from the non-refugee farmers

in respect of certain cognizable characteristics, and former adopt
improved practices at a higher rate than the latter. A.K. Danda and
D.G. Danda (1971) find that t;:omu.qity structure -is one of the most impor-
tant factor in shaping and making the kind of cultivator he is. They

find that all ‘outsiders' are usually distrusted by the villagers.

In 1946 Ramkrishna hukhér'jee studied intensively six villages of Bengal.
Bis findings which were first published in a paper in 1958 are now (1971)
published in a book form. In 1946 Mukherjee found that the rural
soclety was a living and mo.vi.ng entity. He observed that "a chana:'!.ng
socisty should be regarded as the resudtant ot (1) the traditional

inertia, (2) the urge to adapt to the changes in the besic economic
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structure, and (3) the tendency to imbibe cultural traits from the
surrounding groups and espec:.a.u,v frap those which are of a better
socio-econamic status, for there is 2 good déul of truth in the saying
that 'culture flows from.a"higher to a i&der potential® \(p.<73). I’{e ,
however, gave a rather pessimist picture of the direction in which
the changes were occur:‘.né. Same of his observ.tions wers: caste-and
comfunal divi:siop of the people (were, still maintained and were very
little affected by the social change (pl.é"ﬁ);‘yithin the caste or comminity
thers was concentration of economic power in a few families, This did
not lead to any social security for the multitudes. It only further
.divided the better-off and the poor people into ’tbeir réspective grou;s
(p.278); to meet the growing economic distress the people were reaucing
or totally giving up the grandeur of the sociojreligious ceremonies @p.278);
the old values of life were going to pieces and the traditional features
'Iwere losnling warnth and joy, but bright future was not visible mstead
(p.278); the society was changing by the forces acting upon it, but the
:c;hange' was of a blind character (pe280); the little education to broaden
the individual outlook, whichl could help the people to get a new concept
*of the society and the progress of aistory, was aJ:so restricted only
E’to class I of the economic structure, showing the la.éting effect of the
%cha.nges of a disintegrating economy on a socisty without a future (p.280).
Mukherjee's twenty-five year old findmgs are of imuense value to us
even today, sﬁe most of the village studies conducted after his u
study only repeat his findings in ;né form or the other. 4 compat:ison
of his findings with those of the recent studies would indicate that there

has been no basic structural changes in the rural society even after
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meny five year plans.

P.£. Misra ( 1972) points out how the failure of Jem Kurub% tribe to
adjust itself to the changed enviromment and econologisal‘coﬁditions had
affected its social life. He found that other tribe from the same .
region has been éblg to adjust to changes due to some of the institu-
tional mechani;ms ;:hich were absent among the Jenu Kurubés. -One of
the few studies which brought out certain structural changes in the
rural society due to 'green revolution'is that of P.C. Aggarwal (1972).
Be finds that in the Punjab untouchability has almost disappeared.
Chamars are found entering Gurudwaras and carrying lunches to the Jats,
and in one case working as secretary of a Gurudwara. Wwhile the Jabs
are still doﬁinant, the traditicnal qualifications for leadership are
beginning to be guestioned. The joint temiiy 1s on its way out.
Prakasa Rao (1972, analyses the interrelationships between caste,
‘family structure, and religion and the different types of physical
environment, the interfluve (doab)and the flood plain. He finds that
Jats are essentially a doab coumunity, while refugee sikh cultivators
and Gujars are located in plains. He also finds that benefits of
innovation do not seem to have percolated to small cultivators,

while the Jats and Sikhs who are progressive farmers have monopolised
the benefits derived from innovation. Persistence or increase in
disparities is clearly brought out by this study. Studies by wolf
Ledejinsky (1970, 1973), Parnab Bardhan (1970), and P.S. appu (1973)
- bring out ths ironies of India's “"green revolution®. Burdhan brings

out that the benefits of "green revolution" have not percolated to
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agr:.cultural labourers./ Appa d.raus attention to unequal dmtr:.butmn
of benefits from the L08i project, Planning Commission report (19’73)
Jf the Task Force on Agrarian Relations clearly brings out hqw
sgrarian relations b.ave ‘been affected due to disparities in the

\
distribution of benefits from development programmes.

3.3 Institutional Structure and Development

Various efforts have been made in the country to evolve
new :i.nstitutior;al arrangements for development. Social processes and
/sociological constraints under which these institutions operate have
been the subject of som;a studies. B. Minz (1470, has presented a new
perspective of the Indian community development programms. ‘He.observes
that while Gandhian ideology of community development has been ineffective,
thfa recent ianVra.tive efforts are helping community growth in terms of
st.;'mcvxra.l changes and linkages of village communities with the national
system, According to him circular causation with cumulative effect
and people's poverty account for the increasing gap between the rich
and the poor. Sugata Dasgupta (year not available) conducted an
interesting study on the Sriniketan experiment of rural .reconstruction
carried out by Rabindranath Tagore. He finds that democratic values are
substituted for traditional ones in the experimental villages.
P.N, Mukherji (=970) conducted a study of gramdan movement :Lu India,
S.K. Day (1969) emphasizes the need for peoples participation in
development and transfer of power to people's hand for their self

development and growth.
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A seminar on Rural Development for Weaker Sectiohs was arganized

in 197< by the Indian Society of agricultural kiconomics and Centre for
Management in Agriculture of the Indian Institute of @%emnt.

The .Seminar deliberated on the problems of weaker section, programs for
their development, and policy imperaiives. Papers by V.o. Vyas, (1974)

V. Govindrajan (1974), Sugata Dasgupta (1974), Yogesh atal (1974), and
V.R. Gaikwad (19"74) dealt with the seciological and institutional
dimensions of rural development., Vyas observes that greater convergence
of onwership with opera.'tl.i.on of land and, a slight shift towards the
smaller size groups in the distribution pattern of operational holdings,
has played a positive role in giving a fillip to agricultural production. .
Govindrajan, the project of.‘iiicer s Small Farmers Develogment sgency,
Srika]hlla.m, in his paper elﬁphasizes that there are a mumber of instances
in which small cultivators are denied credit even when the amount is
within their repayment capacity. 4ccording to him, the most important
reason for this "is the traditional comservative approach of the influenced
and better-off sections of cultivators who dominate the co-operative and
run it as a close shop. Prejudices and indifference towards the smali man
sometimes based on caste or other socilological factors -- also account |
for this attitude of exclusiveness" (p.111), He stresses the paoint .

that 'unless this influential section 18 dislodged from its position

of .dominance vis-a-vis the smull farmer, the hopes of a larger credit
flow to the small farmer are doomed" (p.111). us a project officer

in charge of SFDA, Govinderajan's observations and criticisms should

be taken very seriously.
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Dasgupta examines the role of voluntary agencies. He claims that the
developments so far have followed an elitistic approach and a strategy
of precolation from the top to bottom. He would like a c;n.’c}rol

syha‘bem from the bottom up to be developed. Yogesh Atai wants caste to be
delinked from economic planning. According to him # A common error in
our approach to development has been to equate inequalities in the
economic spher;'a with social imequalities. Having identified the lowly
groups in the caste hierarchy of Hindus, we have listed them in

a scheduls and granted them special privileges in the political and
economic sphere with the express hope that this would ameliorate their
ritually degraded stutus® (1974:1973). He recomsends an area approach
using a systems framework for development., Gaikwad is very critical

of the approach followed so far. according to him under the guise

of catering to special meeds of the poor, we have created paraliel
institutions which are as inefficient as the ones they are supposed

to replace. He recommcnds that if existing institutions are 'cleaned!
thoroughly, and their control is vested in the weaker se'ctions s then only

overall development of weaker section would be possible,

3¢4 leedership, Extension and Communication
The administrative machinery has -.always expected the village
influentials and leaders to play key role in coumunication of new
ideas to rural masses. The §6cio-political implication of this
'elite approach! to development has been studied by maagy. V.M, Sirsikar
(1970) conducted a survey of 537 political leadcrs of three districts

of Maherashtra. His findings are that thesc leaders mainly represent



49

the th caste of the region. Mohinder Paul Kaushal (1970) conmducted
a study in Ludhiana Block covéring 216 village heads, His study reveals
that the leaderships structurs has undcrgons a great ch\a.nge in ths
‘post-independent period. The s.trong,—hold of the traditional caste-
oriented/ leadership has been definitely sheken, end leaders from backward k
custe are also coming up. In contrast to this, S.P. Jain (1971)

observes that if the social structure of the community is based on religioz.l,
caste and class, all the aspects tend to influence the pattern of
leadership. He finds tilat in a north Indian village community upper
strata of the ;:ommunity monopolizes both political and social leader-

s’hip in the community. MJF. Abrahem (1972) critically exarines the

studies on lsadership.

V.R. Gaikwad andf others (1972,1973) critically exaaine the village
social structure and role of opinion leaders in coumunication of ideas
in rural society. They observe tha’g the rural .elite, in a way functions
as agents., This elite is not neutral of ilmpartial, und huas a deep
vested interest in pregrawses of the govermment. It reacts to govern-
ment progremmes in ;wo ways. If the programmes support its interests
it takes the maxiwum advantage of such programes. If the prograumes
are meant for the bénefit of the general masses and not essentially
for the elitds own benefit, or if the programmes are even likely to
influence the socio-economic structure, then it reacts in either of
the ways: (a) Use its political links with higher levels either to
scuttla the programee at the higher level itself or to distort and

twist the basic objectives of the programwe in such a way that its
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benefits flow towards it; (b) create iméedmdnts in the legitimate

working of the -administrativ; machinery; (c,; adopt indifferent and
| possive attitude towards the programne and give no co-operation to the
implementing machinery; (d) pay lip-serv:!ihce to the cause of the
programme in the presence of the officials and conveniéntly forget ahout
it after their departure; (e) dirsctly or iandirectly excrcise its -
econonic power, its power derived out ‘of the pét.ronage it is able to
extent to others, and its other power to intimidate the people in not
accepting the governuent programe. The authors have further examined
why this elite approach appeals to the existing political systenm,
and the officials of the implewenting machinery. They have ’raised
doubts about the applicability of ths concept of !'two-step! flow of

-comnunication in Indian village coumunities,

U, Pareek and Y.P. Singn (1970) give a profile pattern of key
commnicators’ in an Indian Village. L. Misra, L.n. Kar, and S. Sahoo
(1970) conducted an action research study in nine villages. Their
study reveals that the lay leaders werc yuite cowpetent in br.mgmg
about change in knowledge, skill uand attitude of their fellow farmers.
D.N. Irivedi (1972) says that opinion leaders act as key individuals
in the procasé by which new ideas enter the social systew; and by

_ providing the information to others they undoubtedly facilitate adoption of
nsw farg practices. C. Rajagoplen . and Jaspal Singh (1971) pointed
ouat that even a backward and traditional-bound couunity can be
changed, if only the advantages of change can be convineingly brougilt

home and demqnstrated to the people, and when necessary conditions
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are created and adequate facilitiss are provided to the peoéle.
Rajagopal and Singh do not agree with Weber, and observe: "To quote

Weber now in support of the present traditional character of Indien
soci.ety amount to assuming that the Inmdian séciety has not undergons

any fundamental change from the ancient time' (p.110). I.B. Singh and
B.N. Sshay (1972) report the results of a study in two villages on
communication behaviour of farmers and its impact on the economic and
social aspects of their life. Thsy consider coumunication as the key .
intervening varaiable in é.doptj,on of innovations. Their findings
‘éuppor'l:. their proposition that sconoiic aspects of village life cannot

be detached from the broader social aspects, apd egricultural improvemens
is inextrically linked up with a whole se¢t of social problems. N
V.M. Mishra (1971) observes that the media of mass comamication play
the role of intervening variable in both urbanization and modernizatj.on
processes, anci that the designer and activato;: relationships between

the two processes are corncoumittant, matual, and reciprocal.,

3.5 Administration for Development

Effectiveness of an administrative organization involved in
pla.nm.ng and implsmentation of prograumes of development, to a great
;extent » depends upon the development orientation of its personnel.
Orientation itself is a function of warious factors such as background
of persons concerne\d, their attitudes towards comuon wan, their
aspirations and motivations, and their reactions to stresses am
8trains which they face in the course 91 duty. There are a few

studies which cover some of these dimensions.
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B.S. Singh end A.U. Patel (1969) have looked into farmers' perception

of the villege level worker (VIW). S.L. Tripathi, ViK. Dubey, and

G.C. Srivastava (1970), on the other hand have studied the attitude of
ViW towards the community development programme. They have found that
the VIWs have 'neutral' attitude towards community development progremaes.
Other studies on VIWs are by D.C. Dube (1970), w.B. kahudkar (1970},

end R.S. Shiwalkar (1970).

A.P. Barnabas and Donuld C. Pelz(1970) looked into various aspects of
agricultural administration such as co-ordination, cowuunication and
decision meking. P.R. Dubhashi (1970) gives a compretiensiwe account of
rural developwent aduinistration iu india. richard P. Yaub (1969)
‘identifies four priuvary sources of strains under which Indian
burcaucrats operate. These are: (1) the changing nature of the
officer's responsibilities from the maintenance of law and order to
various tasks of development; (2) democratization of govermicnt ;

(3) decline in the status of officers; and (4) legacy of centralized
decision meking, elaborate rules and regulations and mltipie levels
of civil service. He observes that the requisite shared values

and subtle understanding which enable buresuecratic organizations to
operate efficiently in a shifting and complex world are rissing in the
Indian bureaucracy (p.194). Taub finds I4S wanting when he ccmpared
it with the Weber's ideally constructed model of technical efficiency,
He suggests th;t gual camplexity, political setting and .staff
attitudes are modifying variablss in the theogy of bureaucracy ana

organizational effectiveness. S5.N. Dubey (1969) also finds the
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duel system of control, the role conflict, and conflicting loyelties
responsible for organizational tension in community development

bodies in India. -

Development (1970) is a sourfe-boox which provides a mumber of articles
on problem of development administration. Of direct relevance are those
- of C.N. Bhalerao and I.H. Kkan, R.S5. Shiwalkar, w.B. rahudkar, and
D.C. Debey and otbers., In his book, V.R. Gaikwad (1969)has examined the
pattern. of official - non-official relationship under panchayati raj.
He observes that the gener.l attitude of officials towards the
elected representatives is that of conteupt and resentmert. He forwards
five reasons to explain such attitudes: (i) feeling of superiority due
to higher educaticn, urban background, higher social status and better
standard of living; (ii) feeling of superiority due to position, power
and authority, along with special privileges enjoyed so far as a
government servant in the society; (iii) general contempt for the
illiterate and semi-literate villagers from which class many non-
officials are elected; (iv) feeling of resemtment towards the
merging local lsadership becausc of its efforts for more power and
better status; (v) fear of loss of power, prestige and privileges
enjoyed so far, Other notable articles on the relationship between
“ officials and elected representatives are by A. Arishnaswamy Aiyangar
(1970), end ¥.B. Damle (1970). Igbali Nerain asd V.P. Grover (1970)

examine the relationships between the technocrats and generalists.

V. Jaganadhan (1972) in his theoretical paper looks into the role

of social welfare administration in social change. V.R. Gaikwad (1973, a)
_aof ‘
examines the rols/tbe public services in development of weaker sections
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3.6 Motivational Factors in Develo@xent

Role of socio-psychological factors in economic developuent
has been examined in some studies. DiR. Sarkar and D. Sen (1970)
examine the effect of value orient<tion on atoption behlaviour. In their
study of 100 heads of houséholds in four villages in Birbhum district,
west Bengal, t.hej'r find a positive co-relation betu)een the modern values
and adoption beilaviour. Value scale and adoption scale are used for
e asuring Fatalism - scientism, conservatisc - liberalism, authoritaria-
nism - non-authoritarianisia, cultural ethnocsntrism - modernism,
S.V. Supe and N.V. Kolte (1971) also look into values and adoption
of farm innovations. They administered five value scales related
to farm management process to 236 faruers of Buldhana district of
Maharashtra, They find significant relationship between adoption
behaviour and economic motivation, scicntific orientation, mental
activity and risk preference of the furmers, Iuportance of economic

motivation has been emphasized also by n.K. Das and D.R. Sarkar (1970).

There are a few studies on aspiration. Notable aaong these are by
B.C. Muthayya (1970, 1971), and S.a. Srivastava and S.K. Goyal (1970).
Srivastava and Goyal find that the villagers are greatly concerned with
the satisfaction of bare necessities of life, wnd they have

very vague idea about their other necds, Muthayya also comes to

nore or less same conclusions. He mentions that socio-economic

status and work-orientation of cultivators could also be used to
motivate the faruers. H.S. Bhatia {1970) suggests thaf; changes in

institutional behaviour follows a selective process, which is guided
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by forces affectiéé both J’.ntra'-grcué and inter-group behaviour
patterns. Sachidana.nd'a (1972) conducted an intensive étudy covering
300.. respondents froa six villages. The results .i.ndicatel their progres-
sive. outlook does not emerge out <f econonic developmept‘of ‘the furmers.
The general purpose of Durganand Sinha's study (1972) was to find out

— the chenging trend in the level of aspiration and notivation over a
period of fiw years, i.e. befween 1964 and 1965 when the tests had
been originally édministgred and 1969 when they were readninistered.

He finds a consistent decrease in the optimism with which the future
is viewed by the respondents. There is also a general declingé in the
level of aspiration. Narmadeshwar Prasad (1970) studies two aspects

of social change, nauely, change on a material level, and social
reaction to change. He has dewelopea a conceptual fraumswork which is
based on the nature of lobjective.level! and 'subjective level!. 'The
objective level includes change of quality, change of quantity, loss

or removal or replaceusnt, and change of function. mach is tested on
material objective level, and behavioural cbjective level. Change

at subjective le wl incoprporates values, motives, nseds perception

~ and belief. Udai Pareex (1970) looks into the dimension of poverty

in relation to wmotivation.

3.7 sntrepreneurship
Many social scisntists have taken keen interest in analysing
the factors influencing entrepreneurship in Indian socisty. L.P. Vidyarthi

(31969, 1970) has studicd industrializution in tribal areas. Study by
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\

Adminigtrative Staff College of sziia, Hyderabad (1969) gives a profile

of emerging investors in rural India. h.N. Pathak (1973) has examined

the problem of déveloping entrepreneurship in backward regions,

£.J. Christopher (1969) zlooks into socio-psychological f\actors influencing
development of small i.ﬁdustfies. U. Pareek and V.g. Kumar (1969) have
studied the motives of entrepreneurship in an Illrxdian town. .The stﬁdy by
G.V. Javillonar and G.R. Peters (1973) of <7 industrial entrepreneurs

in a north Indian town reveals that entrepreneurship among t. Indian
small-scale entreéreneuré is more a consequence of their family and other
simat;i_onal factors than individual factors. 1Iney do not find .n
achievement related to entrepreneurship. Malgavkar and Jayachandra (1972)
observe that the socio-politiceal system related factors are often
impeaiments to the development of entrepreneurship. V.x. Gaikwad and
R.N. Tripathi (1970) have analysed the reasons for fast growth of
industry in a rur;al setting. lhe authors have iadentified eleven factors
that have contributed to the success of an entreprensur., These factors
indicate how under certain socio-political circumstances a rich landowner

from rural area is able to develop large industrial enterprise,

X.N. Sharma (‘1969) in his study covering Parsis, Gujarati, Marwari,
Vais‘yas, Brabmin, Kaystha, Muslims, and artisan and peasant castes,
concludes that the growth of entrepreneurship can be divided into

two phases ~ initiation of entreprencurship. and broadening of social
watershed of entrepreneurship. Broadening of social watershed, according

to Sharma is a result of the process of feeaback of the success
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of the .Le'aders,‘chaltnée into the social system, and development
of new channels of commwmicabion cutbing agioss caste barriers (p.491).
W. Brochi (1969) e written on tbe entreprensurship in the less
developed worid. Baseci on his fi.ld study among the HRamgharias, o
Satish Seberwal (1972) makes an in‘gerestins point that Hegan's -
hsrpotbe'sjg about the rise of én\entrepremur;all class is related

closely to the rise of the Sikh- Lohar-Tarkhans who later called
themselves the Hamghariss. Hegan has suggested that withdrawal of
status respect from a social group results in its turning tq innovation
and entmpi‘eneurship as a means of regaining social status. Saberwal has
contributed to Hegan's analysis by bringing in the concept of conditional
ponfer;-al of status respect. ne envolved an integral concept of
corporate dissonance. P.S. hundal (1971) compares the slow and progres-
sive entrepreneurs of Ludhiana., he finds that fast progressive cntre-
preneurs have high need achievement than the siow progress entre- |
pmheu;'s.

N..P. Singh (1‘570, 1970 a) has conducted a seriss of stuaies on
agricultural entrepreneurs. In one study (1970) he finds that
progressive cultivators have a positive rating of their econamic
progress. They like their profession and heve a positive attitude
towards modernization. In another study (1970 a) he finds that

‘ traditional ‘agricultural entreprensurs show higher a:ﬁciety than

progressive agricultural sntreprencurs.

-
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Various anthors have suggested the essential -cond.i.tions for thse
dev.elopment of entrepreneurship. J.A. S;:humpeter (1934) has suééestéd
suitable environment and intution in grasping the essential facts,
Weber (1930) suggeéted 'Protestant Bthics! which emerged from the
religious belief system of Calvinistic Puritanism, which apcording

to him is sbsent in orisntal religious belief system. .E.s. Hegan
(1971) has suggested creative personality, high need achievement,

need order and need autbno&ny, fairly widespread cre«tive problem
solving ability and tendency to use it, favourable attitudes towards
mamial-technical lebour and pﬁysica_]. world. 1.C. Cochran (1971)
referred to attitude towards occupution, the role of expectations

. held by sanctioning groups, and the operational requh'ements‘ cf the job.
b.C. McClellanu and D.G. Winter (1969, argusd for need for achievement
through self-study, goal setting and inter-personal support, keen
interest in situations imvolving moderate risk, desire for '
responsibility, concrete measures of tusk performance, anticipation
of future possibilitics, organizational skills , and energetic and/or
novel instrumental activity. Yo Peter filby (1971) important conditions
for development of entreprensurship are: Perception of market
opportunitics; gaining command over scarce resources; market;'i.ng of
products; &ea.'l.i.ng with public burcaucratic concessions, licences,
taxes ; management of human relations within the firm and with
customers and suppliers; fina.ncia./l and production mana-ement; end

technplogical knowledge. He gave low priority, to 'need for achievemént
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end moderate risk taking! According to funkel (1971) values, attitudes
and personalities are meaningless variables leading to' blind alleys of _
theory and action. wayne £. Nafziger (1971) reports that those who
perceive challenge to status,»-mi‘&rant.s and meimbers of - new religious
sects and r3formed g;'mlps generally show greater entrepreneurial cepa~
bilitiss. Stalsy and Morse (1965) has sugsested thet progremms

of‘ sérvioes\ﬁll iniuet.rial_adViBB, nanagement training and industrial
research are esgential conditions for development of entrepreneurship.
Fox (1973), Mines (1973), and Papanck (1973) argued for favoursble
economic opporﬁunities and political conaitions. 4shis Na.m/i& (1973,
1973 a and 1973 b) considers supportive community self-image which
gives meaning, value, and Status to an entrepreneurial carcer, tlovbe
important considerations. Milton Singer (1973) considers traditional
system -of occupational culture, special opportunities, motivations, \
experience and training or knowledge as important factors. He argues
that traditional belief and velue systems are flexibls to allow for

interpretation with changing conditions,

These studies bring out four currents of thought pertaining to entre-
. preneurship, Early sociologists like Weber emphasized the religious-
belief ‘system, s'uggeatin; that reliéious belief systems of Hinduism,
:B&adh:.am and Islam do not encourage entrepreneurship. This has been
challerged and refuted by many social scientists like Fox (1973),.
Mioes (1973), Papanek (1973), Nandy (1973 b), and Singer (1973).
according to them the religious belief systems in India do not seen -
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to impede industrial development since these traditio@ belief and value
'sygt;ems are 'sdfficienu,y flexible. The second current of thought empha-
sizes the achievement motivation aspects, and again lj.n\ksthese with the
nature of socialization in the gociety. This over emphasis on the |
individual and his values , attitudes and personality has been agve;e],y
erificized by some echolars such as Kilby (19‘71 ), and Kunkel (1971).

The third cun‘ent of thouéht empha.s:.zes the existence of economic
opportumt:es a.nd. .mcentlves for em.repreneurla.l development., JThe

( econom.sts assume that. the factors of production possess a high degree
of mobility, tcat inputs and outputs are hamogeneous, and that producers,
consumers and regsource owner have knowledge of all the possibilities
open to them. 4s j:l.s we]l;kzlovm, in an underdeveloped country such

ideal conditions' Go not exist. As such, the entrepremeurship envisaged
by econnm&st-q'( carnot’ be developed in the country by considering the

, economic d:l.mena:wns alone. The fourth school of thought emphasizes the
menagerial approach to entrepreneurship. It emphasizes both the percep-
tion of market opportunities and operational skills required'to-run

a busimess or an industry.

Critical evaluation of these currents of thought brings ocut that the
e;’xtreprenaurial role encompasses the perception of econanic.: opportunity,
technical and organlzatlonal skills, managerlal competence and moti-

va.t.lon to a.ctlve results and support of med:.ate social group.

r

The research literature on entreprencurship provides some useful

imaight into the complex psychological, sociological, economic and
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managerial Aépects of entrepreneurship. It s‘eems from these studies
that to accelerate growtn of entrepreneurship m a developing country
like India it is absolutely necéasary to develop various support systems
st least at the initial stages of growth. The support systems should
provide, (i) information about market potential and opportunitiscs,

(ii) financial support, (iii) expert technical advice and guidance,

(iv) training in menageriel sxills, and (v) motivational training to
overcome, to the. eitent possible, some of the attitudinal and behavioural

constraints.

Initial support systems are essential, for even a dynemic entrepreneur
is not likely to go very far in the absence of the five factors mentioned
above. The ‘init.ia.l support has to be such that it should» shield the

~ potential entrepreneur from various environmentul constraints and
minimise his dependence on his ’i.mmediate social group. In other words,
to start with, it creates -a somewhat simlated enviroment around the

. entreprenesur which .is favourable to him. Such support systems should
function till such time a critical number of entreprencurs in the
society is developed, so that entraprencurship does not remain an

~ isolated, individual dominated concept, but a social reality which bas
become an integral part of the culture, or culture itself. Only
systeme;tic and organized murturing of entreprensurship would ultimately
geherate pressures on the existing socio-economic and political,
institutions, cultural attitudes, practices and values towards

modernization,
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4+0 Recommended Direction for Research on Social \
Change and Sociology of Development
) 4e1l. The ‘Teview of researchss o.n social change and soci.oiogy _
of developnent i‘e{rfeals that the trestaent of these subjects by !
. the social sc:.entwt.s ir undergoing a perceptible change. Till recently,
there was blind acceptance and use of Western concepts and theories
in theJ.r researches with little or:l.g.mal development of thought
relevant to 1nd.l.genous culture and society. ThJ.s could be cons:Ldered
the childhood per:t.od for the Indian sociology when mast of the scientists
tried to use the knowledge receiveci fram the Western scﬁolars, especially
the American omes. Over a period of time, when they, end especially the
young entrants in the profession consciously or sub-consciously
discovered that social realities did: not support and correspond their
interpretations, they became rather skeptic wbout the wisdom of alien
scholership. A few western scholars also realised the futility of
app]&ing in toto the 'established! Nesten"x‘concepts and theories to
complex, historic cultures and socisties of the developing countries.
It seems that at least for the Indian social scientists the childhood
phase is on the wane, and they hawe now enterea the adolescent phase.
The phase of intellectual dependence of Indi-n sconolars on their
western counterpart is slowly but definitely fading out. ‘i‘h.i.s is a
phase of disenchantment and diffidence for many, and of creativity

and exploration for some.

4.2 In this period of adolescence, research far concepts
and theories relsvant to the society and its needs are being

emphasized. Halting steps are being taken towards development of
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at least middle—fanged theories with the hope thuat these would explain
the social realities mich more meanmingfully. There is'a distinct desire
to add to the uicro-level, empirical studd:s, macro-level stul\d.ies and

" theoretical constructs. 4anxiety is expressed about the eventﬁal

use of research to solve pressiuy problems before the country. Sane;
thought it neceasar;} to supplement political debates and lsgit.ima’c'e”
political processes m the country through collection of specific infor-
mation and raetional arguments xaﬁout altornatives . There is_some realiza-
tion that the role of social scientists involves not only the description
of social enviromment and social process, but evaluduion of social’ change
and 1ts consequences, anticipation of second generation prob]éms and

future needs of the society, and generation of alternative strategies

for developuent.

4¢3 These are the tronds that nesed to be strengthened furthesr,
deliberately and Judiciously. Broadly sPe»aking, the poiicy should be

to encourege:

/

(A) Research of theoretical nature leading to middle-rangsd theories.
This coulc be done through (a) an:iysis and interpretation of available
micro-level , empirical studies on various elesients to get a better and
deeper knowledge about re;.uty, and (b) analysis and interpretation

of micro- as well as macro—level: studies for broader generations.

(B) Research to supplement the political debates, and to give rational,
objective ar.uments about alternatives. It is of atmost importance

that studies falling under this category should not merely give a
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descriptive ascount of events, situations and processes, but, and this
is most important, they must come oub with logical alternatives,
giving (a) various opara't;ional st.rategie; to be used over a\t.ime span,
(b) constraints under which the strategies would be impelemented, -

(¢) methods for keeping ‘the constraints within limits, (d) possible
consequences of the‘altzarnatives suggested, and (e) long-term pla.fming
of supplemnﬁary strategies to take care .of possible conseyuences, and

for maintaining the correct direction of social chaxig__e.

Le4 The second category of researéh mentiomd-'above raise§ a
fundamental question: Should or should not a social scientist today
concern himself in his work about the eventual use of his research?
This is an old question debated all the time and there are valid
argumex;ts on both the sides. ' However, the question today is of priorities.
When the resources are limited what should be our priorities. 4ivailable
atudiés on social change and socdology of development give a fairly
good description of the social realities and social processes in the
country. More descriptive\ studies would not appreciably add to our
understanding of the society. Wwhat is required today is more studies
which would come out with better definition of social goals and clear-

cut alternative strategies for achisving the defined goals.

4.5 Definition of social goals may not be a difticult task,
But develoment of alternate strategies for change raises another
fundamental issue. It is realised that the social scisnce research

is not value-free. Generally speaking, the so-called “value-free"
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research is system suppqr‘t-ive. The values essent;ially play a deter-
mining rgle wben it cames to evolultion of altérnative operational
‘strategies for sooie;.l change. ,'Tbae latent, dnderly:.ng values” and
political ideology of a scientist are exposed through the opérati.onal
strétegies faor cha.nge suggested by him. Often to avoid such an
exposer, the scientists limit their work to mere description of ;ocz.ai
processes. The question is : should not a social scientist e_;:p.Lain
clsar his value or Jideological,il base while writing on sociel change and
sociology of development? How clear is the ideological base of most
of the sbcia.l scientists in India? In other sécialist. countries,-
especially .in russia and gast-fiuropean countries, research in social
sciences is on Marxist~leninist foundation. In China it is on Maoist
foundation. What is the ideoiogic&L foundation of Indian social
scientists? It seems that I/ndia.n social scientists have no clear

- perception of their value and ideological base. They show great hesi-
tation in coming to grips with such questions. Some consider such a
question as agalnst the spirit of scientific snquiry, and even

_ consider it as 'obscence' and'indecent!. 1t is felt that if they would -
concentrate their energies on fincing /out alternative operational
strategies for social change, their perception of their idsological
base would become clearer to them, without u clesar perception of
their value and ideological orientation they might find it difficult

to contribute substantially to theories of change and devedlopment.,
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4.6 In operationdterms, the uestions that should attract attention
of those interested in the field of social change and sociology ‘of
develo;xﬁent, are as follows: Are the social goals before the society
clearly defined? In which 'direction' changes in various eleuents
are taking place? Is the socisty moving towards the prescribed goals
which the policy makers have put before the socic%,y? Whether the
change strategies adopted so far moving the societ'y in right direction?
In wh;i.ch strata changes are more marked and in which these are missing,
and why? what are the factors cffecting change, and how overall changes
in the society are affecting various sub-systems and clcments and quality
of 1life? In the field of development the questions that ne<d to be
answered are: Whether and how far various org.nizational and institutional
changes introduced so far have been effective in inducing development?
Under what sociological constraints thess instituvions operate, and how
these constraints could be removed or minimised? wWhat are the new
organizational and structural changes re.uired for accelerating develiop-

ment process?

4.7 The areas which did not receive sufticicnt attention during
the‘period\1969-72, and the new areas on which work was started and which
show potential for further aevelopment are as follows:

1. Family as an intervening factor in social change.
2. ' Changes required in family structur¢ and socialization processes
for accelercting modernization. (Further development of Gore's

(1972) ideas).
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‘3. Inmvatio-ns reguired in 'education systew 80 t.hat aécéss ta eduéatien
would not be mfluenced by rlgz.dlty in the social structure.

Lo Strat.eg:.ea for development of socml consciousness among the
student and non-student yout .. | _

5 lnmvatmm reun.red in pol:.t:.cal systen so that d:.str:.but:.on of
power wwld not be mfluenced by trad.LtJ.onal structure in the
aoc:.ety C ‘ ’

6. Sysbematic B'wdies( of interest. (Further development of Andre
.Bet‘eills'e (1969) ideas). ) - .

7. _Developaeiit, of operat.ional' strategies for change based on Gandhian
ideélny; _

8. Imp]ic;tions of applying operational strategies based on Marxist-
Leninist fot_miation. to Indian conditions.

9. Implicéti:ons of applying operationa.l. strategiss based on
Maoist foundation to Iadian conditaons.

10. Implications of *Mixed sconomy" in Indian conditiors.

\11. Relevance ot ninda beliefs and rituals to wodernmization of India,
(Further developuent‘of wuptats (1971), randeya's (1970), and '
Rao's (1969) ideas).

12. Status of values, norms and ideclogies in the process of moderni-
zation. (Further developmsnt of Katne Datta's (1971) ideas).

13. Social legislation and social changa.

14. Theoretical imp]idations of social differences.

15. Historically define'.d' systen of social production and its relation
with the class articulation or s‘tratif iéationt of socisty (Applica~
’;ion ‘of Marxist analysis for upderstanding the Indisn social
structure). | -
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16. Institutional and functional frames of control and leadership

17.

18.

19.

21,

3.

. affecting social mobility end social strétificatioﬁ.
bxam.mabmn of three basic relations, porually, property ‘
relations, relations based on socially relsvant and app{aised'
knowledge, and:;elations of power, as determinants of social
change and dsvelopuent., (Further development of | Yogendra Singh's
(1972), P.C. Joshits (1967, 1972), and indre Heteilles (1969,
1972, 19’7&!)1616‘38). ’
Effect of:ﬁc}ieﬁlographic factors -on social change and social
stratific&tion.
Differences in quality of life between Urban and rural setting,
and within each setting between various strata. S
Motives, value orientation and ways of Life of inée.l;lectua.ls »
inoluding, civi{l.. servanta and people in profession such as doctors,
lauyers, te.chers, arbists and scientists. '
Efi‘ec'b of urbanization and industrialization on the relationship
of intellectuzls to the various classes of socievy and to
its pro{fes‘siona_l. and ocgupétion&.l. structure.
fffect of mass comuunication on social gonscieusness and social
change.
Mec.hanizat;‘ion of .agriculture and 'itsA inplications on social
amd occupatiocnal ;kq)b.ility.
Industrislization and social and occupational mobility.

Influence and manifestations of wbanization.

" Role of cultural activities in inducing change.
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