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This pzper explores the processes of growth of women in both the family
2nd work settings and their roule as home=makers and menagers, From the
family, wumen acquire malr anc female role mocels. They also acquire
cancept of systems and organiszticnse Family &nd the national thrust
for education provide opportunities for educstion and as a conseguence
career aspirztions. .From experiences of growing up, women evolve emotive
and cognitive mzaps of both people and éystEms. They then, crystalizc
their own role, Some of the roles they form are that of the adjuster,

Avi Lter” :
the assertive, the ' ¢ the vnappreciated, the misuncerstood and the
unaf firmed, Drgénisations often reinforce these role, This pzper examimes
the strugsole of women to go beyond the above sterectypes of both the sociel
znd work roles, They discover that sociél and work role models of past only
take them so fzr. Beyonc thst,they have {2 arrive af-by irizl and error
and by resillience ;nd commitiment-with rpew action chsice§’/and new roles,
They have to defire rew cancepté of roles and systems and crystelize a

meaningful identity relevent for themselves and both the systems of fanmily

and work,



Steink ALL PROFESSICIAL CLUTEXT IF GROWTH

wUGEL A5 HOVE - RKERS ALD iinl.nGERS

Childhocd evokes kaleldoscopic images of laughter
and galety, of freedom of long days of sunshine, of
sweets, of dressing up at festivals, of acting grown
up, of playing house, of being confined indoors when
it poured outside, of the sheer joy of exper iencing
rains on one's face and body, of shivering in the cold,
of being cuddled around a quilt, of shrieking terror
and compulsions of listening to ghost stories, of being
inspired by great men and women of past and a hope of

growing up soon and becoming grown up,.

A whole set of other images come surging forth -
of feeling discariminated against deniel, and rejected,
of being the sldest and hence responsible, of being
the youngest and waiting in line, of feeling suffocated
by the demands and expectations of others, of being the
middle child and being in a nowhere land and not being
owned by anybody. One recalls elders who were to be
obeyeil or placated, the younger omes who had to be
indulged or controlled, of being one of the many, of
living tradition and no choices and of being the only
child and loaded with love, affection, and expectations,
Underlying all these images are the repetitive echoes of
being told who to be, who to become, &nd what the future

ought to be.



These are the first five or Bix years of child-
hood where the female child gets exposed to the cultural
lore which defines the coare identity &nd the structure
of life space. She also experiences the multiple
active rituals, commands and proverbial statements that
reinforce the cultural lore. The significant people
f£lood her with these messages. The child strug:les,
reacts, resists, defies but is pushed in the well bounded
life space and core identity. By the time she is ready
to go to school in modern times the female child's mind
has become imprinted with the cognitive map of these
care identitiles and the structure of life space, However,
the school does offera hope of discovering some new
aimensions. Until very recently the girl according to
our data become an apprentice in the home to crystalige
her future role. A whole warld was shut off from
discovery. Her fate may have be>n set and may have
possibly been tragic but in the traditional process
there was & convergence and consonance in her introjected
identity and the world she was initiated into. The
world she wishei for herself was held in abeyance but

could be postulated in the songs and dreams of romantic

beginnings in marriage.
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In current times the female children who have
the opportunity to go to school confront the push of
being and becaning, Entry to school brings a closure
to a warld which till yesterday was of protected boun-
daries, of fariliar people, of known expectations, of
atterpting to open new doors and finding them closed,
positive and negative, being end becoming good, of
¢limbing into laps, of being with people, of being
carefree, end of being gently pushed and moulded to
that whizh is d:sirable, &nd acceptable far the future.
The first day of schocl is experienced in many a ways.
It opens the dcor to a warld whose boundaries have been
expanded, where the fzces are unfamiliar, a s2a of people
surge around laughing and crying, excited and anxious,
some bold, some tearful and feerful and some coy and shy.
The grown ups evoke fear vwhile they comfort, their
faces are stern, kind and preoccupied simultaneously.
There is a flurry of movement, a jumble of sounds, a
cacophony of noise, whimpers, sniffing, and a brave
smile. Thece are all but vague memories which vhen
grown up evok: sadnesc and nostalgia of the past when
one Is trying to struggle of finding ones location in
the world outside the home, and in & woarld beyond the

cultural lore.



Entry into school is the direction towards
testing the limits of one's intellectual capabilities,
widening one's horizons, eactualizing potentials, road
to opportunities and of friendships to bulild, some of
which may endure and others may not, For some it 1s
a threshold for the unfolding of the self and for other
it is a beginning of & new tradition in the family.
These families have never exposed their female children
to formal education. Foar their grandmothers and mothers
the school was out of bounds. Some of them may have
been exposed to the school but their lives were to be

lived in the home setting.

To the generation of women growing up after inde-
pendence in India school bezame a road to travel and go
to college. The women could respond tc hopes, dreams,
aspirations, and vision., However, {(in the initial
stages and even today far many) being educated was
neither for achievement and enlightenment nor for
unfolding of the self, It was conceived by the parents
and socliety at large as a pre-requisite for a good
marr lage. It was not considered &n opportunity for
a profescion or a career., It was an investment to be
held in sbeyance in the event of a catastrophe and to

ansure economic well being under constraints. It was
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a fall back to being without support. This meaning of
education still peregists in the minds of many a signi-
ficant people. For many the adventure of going to
school ended with the girls coming up age the onset
of puberty the girl was withdrawn from schocl. Only
some elite or emancipateld families let their daughters

go to high schocl. Beling sent to college was rare,

School was a setting which reinforced the fecling
of beling privileced if born a rale and disadvantaged
at being born a female. Consciously and often uncons-
clously the young girl came to experience and believe
that her role, space, aspiration, hopes, and fugure
held different set of coardinztes than her counterpart
male child, The schools, though providing encouragement
and opportunity gave double mescages. If the female
child was not Bo bright intellectuslly in terms of
perf ormance there were anxietles about her future, her
marr iage, her life and sources of support. If she was
academically intelligent and perfarmel well there ware
conzerns about £inding an intelligent husband, the closed
world, competition in opportunities, lack of space 1in a
man's world and eventualitiec of her life, Would she

Beck & carc:r? Whet kind of husband will make her happy?
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The soclety then, legitimised the entry of women into
safe professions such as teaching, medicine, nursing.
Soclal wark came much later, Even today women £ind

jobs largely in sarvice organizations ar in infrastruec-
tural roles, There was an anxiety that a competent

and capable girl may bec rejected in marriage. The
orientation that investment in educatlon was not far
the self but to £ind a husband held sway. Her academic
gaccess flooded the family with doubts and alsc the man
to whom the world belonged as bread winners, In es:ence

schoocls gave & contradictaory which she had to sort out.

There is ample evidence from hundreds of women to
support that the female child received conflicting
mescages which undermined har attempts to build a world
view of the future. The school-homesetting started a
proces: whereby for the first time & fragmentation
between the cognitive map of the warld and emotive map
of the people in the world took place in the femele
child, which planted the seeds of ambivalence between
the rolec in the family and social setting and her roles
in the secondary systems of education and work. This
led to a further struggle to resolve her guilt at the
failure or inadequate fulfilment of one or the other
segment of her life space. It became an uphill struggle
to integrate the roles in social and work space and f£ind

frecdom from gullt and to fecl wholesome with herself,
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Birth of a female child evokes many responsec
fror: the farmily. ¥From feclings ¢f being let down,
disap,ointment, a sense of burden, anxiety of bringing,
expenses in marriage, her fate with the in-laws and an
overall sense of indifferent acceptance to feelings of
being blecsed, fate, joy, and contentment. In the
educated urban profescionzl set of parents with limited
number of children, a daughter after a son is completio,
& first 3dsughter 1is acceptable with a lingering hope
that next time there will be & son. The hankering wish
to have a mele child, the heir and continuity of the

fermily heritege, is a dominant theme in Indian culture.

Experience of Being & Ferale

It is in this context that the female child Jdevelops
an emotive nay of the family. The indifferent or eccep-~
tance of fate cf there being only next to a male child
imprints in the female <nild that the status of being
secondary. In the family the girl experiences no Bpace
or only to be invicsible, obedient, co:farming and crecting
no stress, &She learns to hold herself as unwanted, aor
a transient to be cared for, but never to belong. She

also ac uires doubts about her value ae a person,



The second aspect of the emotive map of the
farily is anchored in deriving security from being
desirable, - in appearance, in conduct both social
and personal, and being useful arcund the home. Each
of these modes of security are then linkead to her
future. Being decirable in physical appesrance ensures
a hucband. Decirability in personal and social conduct
gets acsocliated with adjustment and acceptance by the
in-laws, for taking a succescful role of a wife and a
mother. In the emotive of the family her potentials
have to be converted into gualities and attributes of
an objest for which she cen be bought by the in-laws,
The female child also internalises the disowning of
appdication of her intelligence to the living processes
of life and menaging the interface. She cultivates
masks to be confused by details, by complexity of situa-
tions and by the werli of finance. She aczepts the
mantle of helplessness and being lost in the world
outsiie. All other potentials cf self like physical
ap earance only g¢give her an ocbject status. A plain
girl is cajcled into b coming skillful and accomplished

in nouseholi work to compencate for lack of beauty,
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The emotive mep of Indian family is saturated
by the ethos of self-denial, sacrifice, of being useful
and living far others. The social system in multiple
ways reinfarces a sense of ncgative orientation to
being females in the Indian society. The shaping and
moulding of the Iniian female child emphasizes har
obedience, hear sacrifice, her being responsible, a home
maker, an &scet to her family and her husband's family,
tolarant, patient, nurturing and fostering. Essentially
a calm, qulet, resilient force which is not visible but
ever prescnt, TRhe altarnatives 1s to be called & shrew,
witch, dakan, chuidall, #munh fut, and other derogatory
labels. Incide, the female chllld experiences herself
ac liasility and a burden., Thi female chilld exper iences
no clexr cut aachors for psychiclogical location either
in herself or system. Acting from herself to carve a
space and a meaning without threztening the well defined

appropriate role 1c but & risic.

Expectation of being an obedient and good daughter

The experience of feeling rejectel and a compulsive
need to create acceptance pushed the young female child
into conformity to the narms and expcctations laid down

by the family, "You are & guest and must be at your best.
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Soma tolerances can be made here but at the other home
no such tolerances would be permitted.* The parents
rarely gave a mec:age that a girl had a belonging with
them. The dominant theme was 'you are always in some-
body else's space.' There is no space which you can
call your own. The only way to get acceptance 1is by

conformity, sacrifice, &nid obzidienze.

The emotive map then uafolds to let the female
child experisnce the differcatial and comparative frame
with the mele child. Therc are differences in the degree
of contrel and fresedom and the openness or secretiveness
of areas of 3discuscion. These experiences reinforced
lacii of sense of sclfi in tn. female conilll., It also made
the women internalise the role of being elther martyrs or
victims forever to be sacrificed at the altar of the will
of parents, husband and his femrily and/or finally of the
children. A very large number of women f£ind it difficult

to accept the ownersnip oi thelir own lives,

Conzern for phycical appearance alis turmodil to
the femals child, Having to wear glass.es, having pimples,
early puberty, early or deleyed physiczl growth all raise
the ghost of finding a merriasge partner. The female chila
codes herself as being nobody's recources but only of use.
Most of her transcctions are mere exchanges and she

hankers to bring her being to Somebody.



In the era of thirties and forties educated parents
faced with mobility dispatched their male chiliren to
the boarding school or grandparents far continuing
education, stability and maturity. The female child
moved with them often changing schools every two years.
She repeatel the drama of uprooting. Soame of the women
eventually realized that acaderic brilliance and choice
of profescion was the only other source of secur ity to
conforrity. DMeny of the women of this era became deli~
cated tezchers, socizl warkers and doctors and remained

unmar: ied,

Growing up within a family emphasizing equality
but at critical moments making a differential choice
between a8 son and a daughter, shattered the female child's
image of parents, their values, &nd integrity. When the
female child confronted these processes it led to agonizing
battle., Surprisingly, these battles were often around
non-~es:entials petty matters mixing with peers specially
boys or contact with males, All contact with males could
be in the name of edu—ation such as tutor, at home or
school. Literatures written between thirties and sixties
depict a female child has set these males up as heroes

anad fallen in love only to discover exploitation,
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The tﬁeme continues even today but less freguently.

The female child caught with the hankering of her own
personhood and its expression tended to woarship the
nurturing meles. Miny a young woman often felt,let

down and cheated by the parents as they encouraged
academic performance and offered potentialities of &
carecr, but at the onset of puberty they turned conser-
vative in mattere of dress, social conduct, &nd eventual

cheolea cf carecr.,

A set of parents both working and non-warking
mothers tried to crezte an experilence of home life which
8dded a sense of inclusion &nd well being in the children.
The female child growing up in Guch homes exper ienced
strength in the parents &nd an copenness about family
strengths and skeletons of the past. The chiljren were
aware of the econcgic realities and the emphasis was on
values to live by. These parents emphasiged academic
excellence for & life of self rcospect. Thelr effort
was to cultivate a sense of joint responsibility and
an enriched life. The value of hard wark, persistence
and effort becom: an integral aspect of living. Sharing
responsibilities and mctivities in the home becume an

un;uestioned accepted reality. Thez parents provided
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their understanding and resources but the choices gnd
decision: were left to esch child, This enhanced in
the child the sense of responsibility far herself and
the femily. The family was a strong anchar. These
exper iences of growing up crezted in the female child
a gense of valuing herself and self respect. They
experienced the worth in themselves far what they were
and not fram their econanic or social status. They
performed well in schocols and colleges &nd had a set of
goals. They rarely joined large social get togethers
with peera and were content with a small set of friemnis,
They became the vanguards of the progres: of women and

models for the newer generation, However, the number

of thece women were small.

While the emotive may, continued &5 z cub-stratum and
often reinfarcel by the socisty 8t large the cognitive
map of Indian {arily changel after indcpenience. In
large metropolitan urban ceanters and in the farmilies
of the profes:ionals a new modality of family began,

E lucstion instezd of beilng a privilege became the right
of women. Earlie- themet of eduzation for se=king &

good husband, for future security and self reliance in
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catastrophe-changed to education for development,
autonomy and socio-psychological independence,
Consequently, parents operating with this cognitive

map pushed the female child to perform well accdemically.
Deamphasizing house work and vartizipation in the

living procesces of the family became a routine. A
female childi like her male couanterpart was pushed to
work hard, to show gool re:alts and apply herself

cons istently to academiz success. InveStment of money
for her oluzation got ac much priority as that of the
male child. These parents felt a sense of pride in
their daughter ac..demic records. They tock pride in
having tre-sted the male and the femele chili as eguals
in their development. Purticipation in debates, sports,
and pocition in cchocl far games all met parents appre-

henslions.,

For many of these women perfarming well at school
was not a difficult task, It awakened their hankering
fér finding a meening for their personhood. Given the
opportunity they pursued education with a certain degree
of sbsorption. They developed hopes to escupe the life
roles and the structurces of life space imprintel #n
childhood. The op.ortunity also gave them a new sense

of significance.
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The discovery of the cognitive map did not
fully mask the simultaneous continuity of the emotive
map. It became more poignant when many of the educated
mothers triel to £ind the fulfilment of their frustra-
tions by demanding that their daughter choose spedfic
careers or sock professionally qualified partners. This
process very coften turned thesc women against ferzle
identity and sometimes made them develop the syntex of
women's lib with & vehemance. The ups and down between
the emotive and cognitive maps generated smotlional con-
flicts, arguments and increcsing gulf between parents and
female children. Many & women found that the only alter-
native to save themselves from @8 similar fate as thelir
mothers lay in adedermic accomplishments and carving for

themselves a professional and economic independence.

In the wider society of district and semi-~urban
towns the emergent cognitive map of the sbove type 4did
emerge, However, it dii not create such & strong cleavsge
in the goals and lif:style of the female chlld. She
became @ victinr of double binds on meny fronts of her
life. Thics far and no further became the ses-s&w within
her. Many of the women who shered their experience with
us were of the analogue of ‘'Tentaluc', They were caught

with holding into the heritage which denied them themselves
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and responding to the new ethos which held promises

but raised the ghost of being the accused of destroying

the heritage. They struggled with compromises and

tended to develop a Whole sct of platitudes to hold on

to their role and its meaning. At one level they

admired the women who could polarige and take to careers.

At anot er level they ware the worst critics of them and
their fre:dom. They experienced pride and shame, virtue
end martyrdom, and contentment and emptiness simultaneously.
They possessed and indulged their children and cre.ted

confusion in them.

In the ultimate analysis there was not much of a
difference be.ween these two modalities. The female
child wacs still left with a growing feeling of not having
been able to really choose a psycholegiczal locagtion far
herself. Some scnse of doub: about ones meaning to the
world remained. They build barriers and drew boundaries,
They declared or made statements through silence of their
values and their commitments but they still sensed the
anxiety of lack of location coded in the life role and

the structure of lif: space of cultural lore.
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&golgggehge 1_The Mirage and the Reality

The adolescence for a female child is a period
of 11lusioan in a time and space where convergence and
intermixing of multiple duslities of her being and
becoming emerge simultaneously. This 1s a state where
to every answer there 1s a juestion; to every affirmation
a doubt; to every certainty an unpreditability; to every
dire-tion a dead end; to every response & censor; to every
encouragement & condition; and to every action a review,
Every step is a discovery and & confrontation with the

joy on the one hand repllision on the other.

In early adolescence the emergent maturity of the
body locates the girl in an exper iential space which is
very mixed. Within her is an exper lence of unfolding.
There is the thrill, shame &nd embarrassment. Outside
ghe finds herself being starred at. Suddenly she
becomes visible to both meles and females, However,
largely the malé response change., Some of the exper iences

narrated by young women reflect the confusioni

“Men who never looked at me now smiled and put
their arms around. They patted my cheek and made
me sit close. They were suddenly eager but my
£lesh cringed. Many & male stared and thelr eyes

moved. I stood erect in glory but also felt an
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{nsect was crawling over my body. 1 felt as if
1 was being stripped and wanted to run. There
were lot of éouplimmts. smiles and welcome but
there vas also something sneaky. I learnt not to
trust myself with any male. Even the most trusted
men in kinship displayed the same pattern. It

become 8 question of how to fend for myself.®

Most women recalledl such experiences. They 2leo
recalled that mothers or elier sister were of some or
little hel,. in the dilemma. They ncither shared their
exper iences or aivised. They made only vague references
to the ways of the world, All that came through the
sexual privacy in the family setting is a reality and
each women has to cope with it as best as she could.

It is during these experiences that the female child
becames aware of herself as the cbject of lust, senses
of craving and the ravagement of women's body. This
also created the postulation of romantic interludes with
an ideal man for communion, Adolescence here reflezts
moment of awakening where the whole world throbbed,
with spectrum of colours' and where rainbows appeared

at every horizom,.
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While this was her psychological exper ience the
social world around the women started coding her with
Aifferent mescages. The messages were - yo: are the
holder of virtue. The burden of chastity is yours,
If anything happens to you, You are the temptresc.
From the family the mes:zages about the farthcoming
marr iage became loud and frejuent. 1In the moment of
dream and scarch reality was impinged more blatantly

than it 4id to a male child.

The Indian female child grows into a role adult-
hood and wisdom more gquickly than the male child.
Combined with the earlier experiences of matur ity of the
body the mescages fram the social world around tended
to canverge in the girl's mind with the hope and search

for an ideal relationship in marrisge.

Entry intc Codleqe

The second stream of eXper iences by women were at
the threshold of entering college and choosing a carecxr.
The female child is aware that hopes of carrying the
heritage and being the economic resource of the family
rests with the son. She is looked upon as respongibility
and a duty. She witnessedl her mother's life where

creativity was suppressed, potentials were withheld and



her economic dependency too. In the 8ocial scheme

she was destined for arts, becoming & school teacher -
the rolec in infrastructural services such as lab
assistants and pathologists etec. If we look back at

the trend of enrolment in college education women
preferred Arts, Languages, Literature, History, FPhilo-
schy, Home Scicnce, Sotial Work and later Fsychology,
Sociology and Anthropology in India, Even in fifties

& handful went into Science ani Medicine, Since, sixties
larger numbcr of waomen still pursued Desian, srchitecture
and Comerce., Going into Bzience, Engineering and
Manzgement is relatively & recent phenomenon., The
social phenomenon of education still confrontcd women
with their s-condzry ana dependent status., At the end
of education and beginning (f a cereer women still
confronted the imcges of being incapable of makéng
decisions, exercising author ity and being unstable in

jobs,

Many women having lived through this context felt
alone and desperate. They fought and argued, pleaded
anl cajoled t. gain fre:d-m toc choote the 2cadenic line
to carecr. Very few women succecded in choosing the
acidenic strecm they .anted and lived with the wrath,

disagreement &nd disapproval of the family., On:ze the



choice was made the daughter found the family emphasising
academic performance. The academic achlevement became

a source of joy and pride to the mother, She took active
interest in the education of her daughter and monitoreai
the time spent on studying. The daughter became the
source of pride and referred status among her family
membars and neighbours. The fat:.er too joined the
mother in encouraging the daughter., Academic perférmance
brought satisfaction and a sense of achievement. There
was time enough to play and engage in other activities,
The household chores and responsibilities were largely

out ac famlly gave significance to academic performance,

The cvailsbility of opportunity for higher education
and achievement had not fully transfoemed the concept of
aducc tion belng an insurance - An insurance for the
eventualities of & broken marriage snd having nowhere to
turn, an insurance to got @ good husbsnd, for enlarging
the vision and making it socially useful to the husband,
rendering social service and/or investing it in the
upbringing of chiliren., None of the above objectives were
for herself or for her career. These concepts continue
to persiist making the investment in education of the

daughter to earn 'goodwill of the mother-in-law, a



referred status of the father's family but never for

the love of the husband.' The urban Indian women have
modified this to some extent. They have acquired some
autonamy in the choice of a marr iage partner, choice of
the stream of education, choice of occupation before

marr iage and insistence to remain employed after marrisge,
But the battle to freedom of such choices for each wamen

to fight. No social ethos to suppart it has as yet been

crystalized.
Dual role of being both traditional &nd modern wofen

Let us look back at the female child's movament
from chilihood to leate =2olescence a&nd aiulthood when
she entered ccllege. Indian women of todiy exper ience
their life spece as a bittle ground betwe:en the prescrip-
tive roles end their idealized modcls of a2 bygone era
and the armerging cognitive men of moderm socizty. She
discovered the musts of dbesdience, sacrifice, and confor-
mity. The emerging cognitive map pulled the women teward
wider horizons, dreams and acpirations, and goals and
objectives. Caught betweon the shackles ~f the tradi-
tional past and the aspired future the Indian women walk
a tight rope. In reality they carry the burden of both
the traditional and modern role expectations and live

with the denials of the privileges of Dboth.
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Duality in the field forces of her existence
leaves many a women unresolved. She tends to Dbecame
indecisive and confueed, angry and reactive, and/or
entrenched or polarised. Whatever stance she takes a
feecling of guilt, anxiety and stress pervaded her heing
and when the husband wanted a wife at home and a modern
companion in public, - when children socught nurturance
but resented discipline, when for economic rezsons she
worked but had no support in home from the husband and
children, and when she was left alone to take the respon-
sibility of being the Jaughter-ineslaw for kinship and
was unsupported in her privileges. The women lived a
life of a lonely warrior on all fronts. Her only resource
was her conviction to create some meaning of her life,
Listening to the experiencec of many women reminds us
of the analogue of Hercules who does endless labour to
the assigned tasks with the hope of getting hils heritage
back, But hic effoarts &re fautile. He never recovered
his heritage and goes made That most wOrrén kegp their

canity end poreist is @ careldit to them.

Childhood, entry into school, puberty, adolescence,
entry into college and highe: education are the landmarks
of the life space of a female child. In her encounter
with these landmarks she ends up experiencing herself as

a warrior on sll fronts. The structure of her life
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space during this era is largely made up of the signi-
ficant family members, How were these signifi~ant

figures experienced? What is the heritege she derived?

Zhe Experienced Mother

Mothers were experienced in many images associlated
with hoard of feelings. Eehind direct transactions
there were interplay of articulztei and unarticulated
expectatims. Love, affection, and warpth, were one
Bet of expectations. There is eXpectatiom of constant
recponsivenes: from the wmother. She it & source of need
fulfillment. Any shift frog this response gave rise to
negative feelings. Mothers handled thece expectations

of each child difierently.

One sct of mothers wio ware educcted, intelligent,
and sensitlve to the changinyg environment and their own
qualities emphasized in thc daughter the necessity of
regular hours of work. They personally supervised the
school work done at home and generally saw to it that
th: daughter had freedom but did not wender from the
beaten track. The mother monitored the relationships
with the opposite sex. The mother 1is experienced by
the daughter as rigorous and strong woman but supportive.
Another s:t of educated tvémen were self-absorbed and
pre-occupied with their own struggle, - leaving the
child no involvement with her altogether, she felt disdsmed.
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Another set of mothers who grew up in socially
significant and economi:ally sccure homes but without
erotional security defined their role through marriage.
Such women were happy to be away from the daughters'
role and domination and control of the parental family.
They were willing to offer their best to the husband
and their children. 3Such mothers were the source of
providing opportunities to their daughters, were deter-
mined that their daughters performed brilliantly and
created all the space in the home far their daughters
to imbibe the values of self reliance both economically

and socially.

A similar pattern erergad from among the less
ejucatel mothers. Therc were piothers who dij the right
thinge with feelings of involvepent and others who did
this ac dutye. Their fencle chiliren responded having
similar ex_ecrienccs of sirangth or dbjecthood. 1In the
lives of wost Indian women the parental ‘matornal) side
of the mother had signifizcnt impact. ©Some women psycho-
logically loczated thersclves with the maternal family
along with their mothers. While some others disowned
the location of their identity in the paternzl slde of

the family. Within the meternal side the female children
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exper ianced some nurturance, some indulgence, some
pampering and being allowed to express amxl exper ience
the childhood, In the midst of such experience the
maternal side of the family is experienced as close
knit end providing emotional support to each other.

The grovring ci1ild expoerienced the different status of
the mother in the wmaternal feomily. 8She saw respect,
love and affection given to her mother. In contrast,
in the paternel far ily the mother is seen as &n alien-
daughter of the other hous: &ni an :(bject-both of eriti.
cism and praise-for her role perfoarrmance. Theso
contrasting experiences of the mothers status in the
two settingslet the ¢iilld wondoring of her own loca-
tion., Women who were the only zhild &nd jeughter experienced
theilr mothers &s lovine end encourzging on the one hand
and controlling and seckinn their fulfilment through
their daughter:s becoming on the other hand., They

exper ienced the precsure ag if mothers were saying - be
like us but becore difierent tian us, ar becom: what
we could not, This left the only child/daughter as
uneesolved about le-aticon and ideantity as other wamen

who came from larger familiec.




H age of Women's Iden

The life space of a female child then, is-directly
populated by the mother and her context * o begin with.
Ag she grows she introjected the core 1identities of the
cultural lore, As she entered school she is exposed to
the identities of women in Indlan history. However,
she is alsc a witness to the current living models.
Among these current models the one that stood out clear
and stable among Indian women who accepted =t one level
the traditional role of being shadows to their menfolk
vet retaining their substantiveness in themselves, and
being echoes of the prescriptive social system and yet
retaining their voice in times of crisis and being heard.
They were & source of silent and dependable strength to
their families., They survived the storms of family feuds
and struggles. They protected their sons and daughters
sometimes their husbands and whole families from annihi-
lating transactions. In fact these women accepted thelir
self«denial and social imprisonment with grace and sowed
the seeds of future aspirations in their young female
child,

These women were experienced in the family as strong
and capable to engage in multiple role simultaneously.

They became resources of the family. They rose on



occassions to protect the family heritage and brought
themselves in the forefront at critical moments to
survive, They managed the homes, sometimes with the
minimum resources and with many constraints; Thay
swallowed their bitterness, &nd rose beyond the discri-
ménations ard d:=nials by the social system. 8&uch women
turned their roles into anchors of stability, contimity,
security, and consistency. In €ffect they became the
context wherein others derived their autonomy to be

themselves.

In experiencing live role models of such women the
female child is either aware ar ignared the processes
of deprivatiocn and denial of their own aspirations,
meaning and a senge of well being. The female child
s imultaneously 1is aware and ignored the processes of
victimhood of the self and glorificatien of the role.
The pathos was of ravagement, and finding no replenishment.
The pride was of persistence and having the capacity to
regenerate from within. The strength was of one's own
commitment to live, survive and bring the best with a
hope for future. Hence, the awareness of cﬁltivating
the quality of mother earth in order to be a woman.
Surprisingly, in India this is the only stable role model
of women for living transactions., It is also to a gertain

dagree a positive model of survival,



‘1‘6 the women currently struggling to transcend
the ineviteble structurss of life space and create a
new space this role model of traditional Indisn woren
drew admiration, awe, pity, and various other feelings,
but it 4i4 not mobilise women tc act for themselves.
Somewhere in the midst of admiraticn-criticism, in the
midst of approval-doubt, an3d in the recognition of their
success the universe of pathos and inadequacy appezred.
The whole dialogue had the syhtex if not this (the model
of traditional women) what? - "that" (women currently
struggling tc trenscend). “That" it 4is too painful and
risky. The universe of the o0ld is known and well charted.
It was easier to navigate in calm waters. There were

wall known landmarks and it was safe,

The Exper ienged Father

The father's image in the minds of female child
were many and varled, There were & set of fathers who
in childahood created fun and gave caonfort, teased and
pampered when they ware at home. They even favoured
the dsughter when the mother was harsh. These very
fathers who earlier appeared liberal, e)couraging and
supportive in childhood later turned traditiocmal,

conseaervat ive, restrictive ani determiners of education
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and cafser choiccs. Ther moth:r in such a situation
became the new ally and support for the daughter,
Hence, the liberal father between ten and fifteen

years became symbols of the rostrictive society.

There were also other set of fathers who were
silent and aloof. They evoked fear, sometimes anxiety
and appeared harsh in their outward behaviour. They
were hard workers and also appeared harsh task masters.
Their pr.sence at home made the mother push the children
into corners, into talking in whispers and generally
to keep quiet. They rarely made direct demands.
Occassionally, they also displayed their fondness)
affection, and love. They affirmed suacess and achieve-
ment. They however, remained a mystery while their

whole posture invoked hope and affection.

In both their imagec the father got idealized,
somewhat romanticised and was looked upon as an cbject
of hope. Along with this catheris with the father
women introjected role taking processes with men charac-
terised by dependency, neei for approval by men &nd
security of locztion in a contained environment. The
anchor of their role as recipients and some of their
temperamental behaviour in marriage lingered arising
of the daughters cathexis to father.



Sune other images of the father led to negative
cathexis. Here, the father was experienced as ruthless,
discriminative, depriving, and hostile. He ip experienced
as direct source of demand to postpone the self and its
expression., Physical battaring had been frezuantly
assoclated with these fathers. His gifts were tainted
with duty and not blessed with plesasure, He became the
symbol of women introjecting the shame of being women in
contrast to men. It reinforcel their other introjects
of being helples: victims and the fate of being women,
The experience with such fathers reaffirmed the mesSsage

of belng 'Paraya Dhan', being secondary and an outsider,

Some fathers were experienced as inadeguate and
helplesc, They were perceived as having low status
compared to cther members in the family. Daughters witnessed
the discriminatory, depriving and other processes of
denial &nd rejectiaon converge on these faethers from the
family and neighbourhood cystem. In turn they experienced
the same benavi. ur themselves. Sometimes they also
became the cbject of pity anid corpensatory nurtur pace
from some merbers of the family &and neighbourhood.

Some of them were perceived as fajlures, Others as
being ravagel and denied their due. The daughters

witnesced ther &5 trying to maintain dignity and self



respect and failing. These fathers triggeread empathy
and sometimes a decep identification. The cathexis

frap this experience often invoked in the core of

female identity & need tc provide ones own resources

to the men without meking & demand. Some of the behaviour
patterne of women who experienced this was a display

of so called mothering or reforming the male,

Infrejuently but persistently we ran into another
eet and expe- lences of fathers held by Indian women,
These experiences Were never openly stated. They were
only shared in private. The image of the male held by
the women was that of the eternal lustful yYouth. Part
tensuous, zestful, flirting, laughing, and being generally
witty, making guick come backs and poking humour. These
fathars tended to have a great need for extending physical
touch. They were playful. In their own way they were
the initilators of the daughters into the world of adoles-
cence and adult. They also provided sope intellectual
and developmental inputs incidentally but not in a
purposcful manner. Most of these women geemei to have
internalized shame of being women ani treating their
body and social vin:er as their assets of transactions.
Alternatively, they continued to foster in women the

identity of 'imnocent girl' whose every encounter with
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male invoked the teducer.‘ The image of this father
was very often fused with the experiences of uncles -
younger brothers of fathers or his friends. The
contents of the Image were minimal from the father
but were embedied in his parscnal set of friends.
Regardless of these experienccs with father a strand
of physical bettering frou father runs concurrently.
In some wanen the physical battering was the most
poignant recall of their childhood and adolescenca.

Their chthexis was largely negative,

Just as in the csse of mother the female cnhild's
experiences with father also refnforced the elements of
cultural lare. Mzn repained the inevitable counter
idcntity &nd the issue of guality of relatedness betweeh
the two ctinued to revolve around the inevitabilities

of the structures of life space.

Father's Heritage

while the mother's heritage was linked with status
and location in the two families - the in-laws and the
parental - father'g heritage wes grounded in the father's
loc .tion in the parcatal family and the locale of his
origin., In terms of origin there are two clesr trends.
The f£irst one is of the grandfzther or the father who

as a migrant from the rural area created a space in
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urban places ranging from semi-urban settings to
metropolitan cities, They became entrepreneurs in
trade and business, found a position as wage earners

in civil services or mercantile houses and became
‘sahibs'. Others turned professionals such as doctors,
lawyers, and professors. Their heritage was hard work,
commitment to succeed, the athos of being self made and
a strange culture of trans¢iente where traditionalizm
and modernizm were held in isolation - Traditionalizm at
home and modernism outside, At hom: they retained the
life style, rituals, religions, and modes of behaviour
in:social settings. They got up early, displayed respect
and participated in the living process. The women

were compelled to dress in traditional attire. Outside

the home many of these were not insisted upon,

Thz sezond heritege of the locale was traditional
urban recidenze. Moot of theg were a continuvation of
thelr family heritoge. They too entered civil service
and mercantile houses to become *sahibs' or turned to
professions. Some of ther continued in business and
trade. Thuc, from the urban centres they were two
distinct locale based heritage. One was constituted by
the business class. The other by the wage earnerg and

professionals. The heritage of the busines:c class



remained very conservative in ethos but ealso promoted
certain lctitudes of display of possessions. 1In the
heritage of wage earners and professionals career if
not &8 regular one at least as an eventuality in crisis

had become acceptable,

The heritege with the status of the father in
his own family has many ddrensions but the three most
significant are - the natureof transaction between the
father and the mother, the nature of transaction of the
father with his mother, and the quality of relatedness

of the father with the rest of the family members.

Father and Mother

Father's transaction with the mother was the
source of both the pathos ani3 an ethos which created
the universe in which the daughter lesrnt to hold men
in her encounters. Sometimes the father being idealiwed
ani romanticized with its positive cathexis become the
symbol of the men sought. The positive cathexis becomes
the dreams and hopes, After marriage attempts to create
the pattern 4f positive cathexis persisted. However, in
the marriage the negstive cathexis also surf:ced and

became a matter of confrontation and recolution.
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It was not very surprieing to note that there was a
great deal of symbolic transference from this universe
to marriage. Father's transactions with the mother

were often compared with his transactions with herself
by the daughter. This comparison createa the dynamics

of struggle between centrality and marginality of women's
identity. It ereateld the hirrowing dilemma of being and
becoming intc an object & a person. There was a strong
sensling in the fenale child that there was very little

choice - but to be an dbject.

Father and Grandmother Transaction

The status of the father in the family is often

caught in the father's ability to resodve his son's role.
in managing his own status and remaining silent at the
treatment metad out to his wife by the mother and his
family at large seemed to be most significant for the
daughter, It also reinfarced the inevitability of the
life space of having no psychclogical location except

in herself, Very few fathers secmed to provide a model
to counteract the residual feelings from this aspect of
their status in the family.
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Fath ngh Transa

Father's status outside the family if it was
positive became very precious. In moments of feeling
psychologically disloc-ted it was this heritage which
was held onto by the daughter in har life. This
reinfarced the proxy role of beinj 'the daughter of the
house' snd the woman tried to reproduce it in her life.
The values she carrield far herself emarged from this
heritage. In case it was negative it left the woman
lonlier in resources. The feeling that she was her
only recource got reinforced. Some of them committed

themsalves to create their own heritege.

In Indian setting the transactions of the mother
with the grandmother become significant introjects for
the role of woman, They had become & cultural lore where
the mother-in-law or the grandmother &cted as a perse-
cutor of bride, In combination of experiences with
various kinds of mothers stated earlier the experience
of grandmother added the ambivalaence to the status of
being a waman in soclety. Inakility of the father to
resolve the son's role with his mother added to the

intensity of pathos of being & waman.
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The emotive map of life role and life space as
internalized by the female child from her experiences
with the mother, father, and both their heritage had
identicalities with the emotive map introjected by
wamen from the cultural lore., The most common theme
was of psychological locstion. It was always tran-
slent. It ap.eared stable angd firm but always collapsed
under the feet when they needed to hold an. Wornen's
1if. acpears like & rudderless boat drifting, occa-
ssionally in serene waters but frejuently in turbulent
waters. BEBscaspe from this drift was only by grcunding
the boat in the swamps of trajltional ethos anid pathos.
Attempts by women to take charge and navigate or disoover
anchors to stop the Arift recuired a very strong commit-
ment to deploy their resources alone and to find adjust-
ment with the socially defined situations. Attempts to
take charge and navigate beyond the traditicnal waters
invoked a wide range of feelings of anxiety, terror,
shame, guilt, joy, hope, and dreams. Managing this
struggle required not only convicticn but tolerancge
to withstend meny accusations. Many women who shared
exper iences of their life space emotionally blackmailed
themselves to atop the struggle. &Some of them reminded
us of the folk tale where when one looks back while
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on a journey turns into a stone or a pillar of salt,
These women had become entrenched in a perspedtive

of the world and their transactions with men with which
they began initially. Their success of having crossed
mény & thresholds did not provide enough courage to

go beyond the initial pathos which mobilized them for

action,

The seconi common theme wes that of 'fate' of
women., The universe of this theme of fate wag often
accompanied with the fecling of 'damned''if vou do
and dsmmel if you don't'. So why @trug-le and why
not surrender to the inevitabilities of the structure,
life rcle, and life space? To suffer in comnitment
to the given role was desirable. This permitted women
to hold on to helplescness - dependency and innocence -~
aspects of their being. It sllowed to be immobile and
reinforcel the feelings of victimhood.,

EMBRGENCE OF ROLE- IDENTITY

This reviews the threc primary loc. tion of role-
identity of women 1.e. the adjuster, the assertive,

and the drifter.,



Ihe Adiysier

Some women having introjected the cultural lore
and internalized the exper iences with father, mother,
and their heritage developed & context for their role
play. They accepted the recipient and a per former rele,
They ag-epted the construct of duty and role apprppriate
feelings and behaviour. They comritted themselves to
render their best to the family, children and husband
with a smiling face. They could respond to a houseful
of people, sudien arrival of guesis, sudien descent of
inlaws and other emargencies without loosing thedr
poiee, They tended to Create a2 fecling of sufficliency
and plenty in the midst of low or inadequate tlow of
rezources. They built reserve in their personal as well
as other resources of the family. Their home was well
rua, neat, ordered and clean. It was quite homely if

not decarative,

Eventually thece women were experienced as relisble
and dependable. To & large extent their status &s an
outsider got dissolved. By middle age they started a
acguiring socisl status and power. They could then
influence the courses of the family and were held in

regard. The same pecple who would have fought her



earlier and created gituations now avoided open
confrontation., They never completely gave up but
become more amicable. 8Such women begin to be heard
in their system, They also become visible, Essen-
tially these women have become echoes and ghadows of
ideal promoted by the cultural lore. Once they are
in power they reinstitutionalize the cultural lore
through their transactions with the husband, son,
daughtar-in-law and grandchildren,

This is their adesptation and they are justly
proud of having succescfully managed their social
and phenomenological transacticns. In many ways they
became the upholders of the system. Some of them even
become creators of heritage by dropping some of the
traditional compulsions. For example, they may support
the daughter-in-law'’s modernity. As long as the
daughter-in-law was duly respe-tful she may not have
to cover her head. Daughters may be encouraged for
education and freed from participation in rituals,
This heritage 1s largely of the nature which fosters
some autonomy and transactional ease of day to day
living, They made themselves available in their role

to everybody. But their personal feelings were never



stated. They were gracious and earned their dignity,
They 4id not voice any regrets, What was happening
in their person was rarely known. Most of them took
to the religion in later years in a more concerted
way. They also retained the ceremonial aspects of

rituals and festivals.
The 5

Some women though exposed to the cultural lore
seemed to react to the experiences of mother, father,
and their heritsge by internalizing assertiveness.

They did not like the restrictive life role and inevi-
table structurcs of life space. They sought to establish
for themselves the role of a navigator and take charge
of their life. They became active in trying to carve

a space for themselves where they could find expression

of their being.

The response to their effort by the environment
entrenched them in a fighting modality. They were seen
as assertive, aggressive, sometimes impulsive, stubbarn
and got labellel as fighters or unmanageables. This
often settled ther in the mode of 2 rebel, These women
ware pushed by the response of the environment into such
intensities of feelings that they crystalized either the
ethos of restorere of women or made it a personal issue

of being themselves,
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Their asset was their scademic excellence, ability
to mobilize themselves, deploy effort and of being good
at doing things. They saw no justification of being
denied a psychological or social location as partners
in life. They were not satisfied with being secondary
echoes and shadows. They began their search to fina
| relationships in situations where limitations, weakness,
vulnerabilities of their own can be attributed to the
society and the mele damination. Their syntex behaviour
was - only opportunity can be had or created. They
would show what women could do, achieve and contribute

to life.

Within themselves, they were also aware of their
limitations, weaknesses, and vulnerabilities. These they
postulated in a search for a relationship where mutuality
of resources and vulnerabilities could both be accepted.
The search got partly romanticized an ideal relationship
where there was no censor, criticism and accusation or
punishment., A whole generation of potential assertive
women got caught with the myth of having 'communications'.
Their incapability to £ind a relationship to communicate
finally turned them into rebels and proponents of women's

1ib in Indja, Others with some core of traditionalism
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operative in their identity turned to the ethos of
reformation and tried to start programmes for the

development of women,

In our experience with most women their search

and effort to create & space led to interactions with
pecple who were hostile, sarcastic, and reactive. In

turn the women affected a style that portrayed them as
callous and rebels against social norms. Every issue
became & major is:ue to prove themselves ae right and
Beeking justice. Very often fight in transactions raged
around non-escentials., They presented a stance of defiance
and non-negotisbility. They lezrnt to appoint themselves

as spokesman far all women,

The pathos thesc wamen were trying to circumvent
and get rid of was still that of small, secondary status,
lack of psychological loaation, of being trezted as
cbjects and of being kept in recipient role. The pathos
of & 'cripple', the denied, the deprived provided them
the energy to hold on to this stance in a Adedicated
manner. It is interesting to note that most of these
women reflected an interesting phenomenon. With regarad
to large number of women specially with ‘arifter’ identity
they took the role of being a patron, Their own relation-

ships however, were directed toward people who ware



intellectually and cthervwisc equal if not superior.
In this phenomenon they continued their own struggle
of inclusion and £inding a viable psychological loca-

tion. #Many of them were not aware of this process.

To somc of these women the filght revolved arcund
a struggle against centrality versus marginality,
Though they tended to vouch thelr arguments in seeking
equelity they were seen as seeking to displace men,
They also created the credo - 'women for women and no
m&n can empathise with women'-., They became tha repre-
sentatives of disillusionment, disenchantment, &nd skep-
ticism of having trusted men in the system and exper iencing

repeated let downs.

On the whole, women who avwoke to the pathos of
wamenn and who sensed sarc hope and a way out in the
context of the new ethos of west took to this stance,

It 1ig unfortunate that a meaningful awakening and an
assertive stance led toc a creation of an arens to fight
with lines drawn, Very few of these women suczeeded to
retreat and create a personalizeld warli of wholesomeness,
A handful of those whonm we met during our exploiration
ware sagacious women who recoverel from the diffused

traditional ethos and reactive stance and could converge



the pathos, goals of new ethos and the affirmat ion
of the 0ld ethos to crezte & pattern of fulfilment

for therselvas and a release of & new path for others.

Ihe Drifter

Beginning in thirties as the culture of transcience
gathered momentum - a social cultural setting got created
in India where the introje-ts from cultural lore anad
internatiocnelizations from living experiences got
increasingly away from each other. They contributed
towards a great dissonance. Sometime the living experiences
with the famlly were also in disarray. They were coded
with double-binds. Besides the cultursl lore which was
being introjected the ferale child also got cognitiedly
exposed to the cunstructed lore of childts life from
the writingys of pooular psychology ani authors fram the
West like Enid Blyton, Thus, the introjects and inter-
nalizations created a fog in which counterpoints, contra-
dictions, and analogues and identicalitiozs evolved ang
dissolved from time to time. This proces: and its
produzt the fog made the problen of p8ychological and
social locztion all the more difficult and acute. The
drifter identity felt deeply disowned and alone. There
was restlessnec:c and desperation to clutch énto something

to experience stabillity and direction.



Fost independent era intensified the cudture of
transcience. It became a period of hopes and turmoils,
awakening of aspirations, of perceivei opportunities,
of plans of transfarmatio, of walking into a promised
land and of sudilen bursts of energy and setting up of
many goals. It triggered in its wake a greater mix in
the introjects and internalizations. The female child
had to decide what kind of ~ocial location wnd what kingd
of psychological location to search and value. The models
of social locetion were gettin; polarized in either or,
and the traditional or modern. The wodels of psyYchological
location were as usual lacking. The lack of the models
of psychological locatiom made the cholce of social
location an illusory choice. For most women it was
difficult to let go of either. Consequently they moved into

different patterns of drifter identity.

Our experiences with most of the women with drifter
identity was that each of them had developed a set of
tenets to operate from in multiple life situations.
They hai no cogent perspective of life ac a whole. They
were concerned with conse-uences and the kind of tnings
they wanted. They were more logical in their syntex
as compared to the other two identities. Faor exanmp le
cormpatibility and commonality of interests in marr iage
was one of the tenet. They would have great debate sbout it,



They refusel many of the offers in marriage. To our
surprise many of them eventually marriei without any
compatability or commonalities of interest in marr lage.
They often ended up with 'tall, handsome, dark Etranger
who held promises of success' and repeated the theme

of the 'trickster®’ of the folktales mentioned earlier.

One aspect of the universe of the arifter identity
was anchored in the feriele chiild desperately secking to
be owned up. The deeper influence of the cultural lore
hes held the set thet owning up can be done by s omebody
else - & God, father, guru, husband and in modern times
a cause., Caught with the fog of culture of transé&ience
the models of being owned up became unstable ani got
diffused, the women sBtruggled. From their narrstion
we found four sub-sets of drifter identity which converged

arcund this theme of owning up.
T Unaporeziate

These were women of great commitment who were ever
ready to give their resources to the cystem. They rendered
support and cervice in all family interfzces. They woulid
be relied upon teo do all the right things. Yet surprisingly,
they were slso objects of criticism, sarcastie remarks,
occassional disdain and condemations as persons. The

family and people arocund would use their services but



would not necessarily include them in their affective
relateiness. These pecple in time felt unapprecijated,
ocxcassionally exploited but persisted with their pattern.
In discussions we found therm using syntex of comparison,
evaluation, and logical justifications of their feelings
of disenchantment. There was a sub-stratum of mild
disdain and conterpt and search for significence and
exclus ivgly. These women were always reliel upon in
erisis. They &lso hecame like errand girls to manage
uncomfartable and time consuming interface. But in
general they were accused or criticiged for having airs
ebout themcelves, Some of thenm war-e also attributed
meanness, selfishness and such other social derogatory

motivations,

In our experience these women were unsure of their
self-worth but very sure oi their competance, 8o they
became great doers and displayer of eff iciency. These
women algo had great potentials, They continued to invest
in their self development and in the development of their
children. They also eventually became perfectionists an4
learnt to communi:zte the mestage - of everything being
done in 'just so' manner, Eventually they came through
to people as critics, self righteous, and finally
unmanageable but indispensible. In the traditional cultural
lore this has been the syndrome of ‘badi bahu', 'Jithani!

or a ‘drudge’.



A model of drifter 1iilentity anchored in the same
dynamics as the unappreciastel was a comparatively passive
parsmn who did not seek visibility. In silence and to
the chosen few of the syster and invariably to all and
sundry of the juniors she rendered her resowrces. Her
intenticns were alwaye right. She was Seen not as a
perfection in her performance. She 414 not initiate
things on her own, waited for a command or & bestowal
of assignment. She was always around but not in the

caenter,

The drifter identity caught in the need of being
owned up developed the pathos of being misunderstood.
They have lot of reflective processes. They have percep-
tiveness but unlike the unappreciated they cannot mobilise
themselves to action. In final desperation they turned,
reactive, negative and claim that they did not need to
be owned up by anybody and that they would make it alone.
Their atterpts however made them flounder in shallow
waters. Tney had a sense of self worth inside bgt 8id

not have trust in thelr competence and or performance.

To many they become the counsellors. They could
play the smphathetic proxy role but could not &ct for
themselves in desperaticn, They made good altar-egoes
‘the sahelis' of the bhargeins in Indian classical Arams



and folk lore. As they went through this process of
holding lot of promise but achieving far less they
generated the feeling of 'oh well' or exasperalion in
people who ermpathized. The pathos of being misunjerstood
kept on getting reinforced in their lives. They also
experiencel Jdesertions. In cultural lore they were the
'bebharis’ who are seen ac vhining and as being the source
of their own miseries, After a time people learned to

leave them to their lot.

The two other models of the drifter identity in
this theme of search for being owned up are the converase
of the above two. The 'unappreciatei' becomes the mis-

understood, and the unaffirmed.

Like the unappreciated, women in this pattern are
action oriented. They toc wished to renier service in
action, but somewhere a conditional clause of equitabile
reciprocity made its presence in their transactions.
When things did not go as per their expectations they
felt misunderstood or cheated. 'Misunderstood' wasg
their label when the other person stated that he ar she
expected more fror them as a reciprocal part of their
transactions. They got angry ani resentful, Be ing
‘cheated’ was their experience when the other person in
transaction 4id not come through to fulfil the aexpectations
they heddbuilt in the transactions.



This model of drifter identitv liked to kecp all
her doors cpen and had problems of making any commitments
to any reletionships, In their syntex they appeared
doubtful, skeptics, parancid - but definitely pre-occupied
with apprehensions as to whether the other party woula
come through or not, They spent hours in arguments about
these apprehensions but arrivei at no resolutions. Their
ultimate response was the slogan - 'alright let us see’,
Their basic syntex was tp establish clarity so there was
no later misunderstanding. However, misunierstandings
were inevitabilities of their life. Eventually, they got
seen as maninulative, selfish, and as castrating. Being
really talentel in certain ways they also were geen ag
arrogant and as possible threats. There was also a certain
degree of righteousnes: in their pronouncement of people
and warlld, They eventually developed such set maps of
people’s behaviour toward them that they were ever re:.dy
with anticipated responses. This made them experienced
by people as carrying & chip on their shoulders. In the
cultural lore they were the pamperea 'nanad’ (daughter

of the house) or the proverbizl females.

Ihe Unaffirmed

Parallel in proces: cherazter iged by passivity and
with an overt sense of innocence was ancther pattern of

drifter identity. They came from lower economic, social



cultural strata buz had the opportuniiy to go to geod
schools 4ae to the commltment of the parents. Some

came fror high soclo-economic and cultural stratas

Some w.re the younjett daughter or in sane way due to
stigne of heij;at, colour or fome other phenomznon did
not experience 8 gense of belonging. The search far being
osxnel 2y in t.ece women took the mode for ssarch for

belongin: 2t any cost.

Their own fear of commitment blocked any search for
relateiness. As such, the acuteness of need of bselonging
made them seek for temporary warmth and approving relation-
ships. 7They got intc them with a sense of innocente and
found themselves exploited, As against the misunderstood
who became defensive, dosbtful &nd skeptic these women
took a hopeful and trusting stance. This crezted situation

of many kinis of exploitations including sexual exploitations.

Some of them appeared erratle and guite unpreiictable.
Many of thz women in our diszussioa shared sxper imentations
with druges and other phonomenon associated in their mind
with fre:dom. They carried deep scars from childhecod and
a strong resentment against almost dogmatlc and pushy
parents specially the male. Their behaviour in adclescence
and after Seemed t o become that of & waster of their

potentisls, Their need to punish themselvcs and by proxy



the parents was very strong. Thelr sense of worth in
self and competence were both shaky. Their strategy
was always to attach themselvets to somedoly in order to
@0 throagh life. In the cultural lore they werc the

innozent or the dumb.

There are some other models of drifter identity.
Some of ther were merely mixcs of the four patterns
stated. Othners seemea to be different but no clear cut
underlying theme for them like the one searcn far be:l.ng'
owned up - seem to emerge. The one distinct pattarn
of a drifter which emerged through school to colleges
is an all round admirei and accomplished achiever girl,
Her modalities are close to the cultural lore of the
'Accomplished’. We saw her as a drifter as many of them
failed to consolidete the gozl, a career ani a dire-tion
for themselves. They were gooi at whatever they did.
They always rode their presence felt but they also

avoided to make self ariented commitments.

The adapter, the ascertive and the drifter are the
three nuclear core identities. They seer to have part
continuity with the tradition and are partly the product
of the curreat social cultural scenario. What is the

nature of the socio-cultural scenario?
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Increase in Nuclear Families

With the ilncrease in wage earning socliety the
number of families which in physic¢al terms can be
described as nuclear has increased. The nuclear family
provides a setting where the coifiguration of role
models are strikingly different £ rom those of a large
joint family. Born and brought up in a nuclear and
small family the female child's need for competition,
struggle for attention, and centrality in the emotional
space of the family gets reduced but confrontation between
male and female identity becomes more severe or gets
maskedsq It leads to the development of an attitude of
beaing special and some awareness of being different from
the women of cultural lore. The family provides a setting
where sense of inclusion, well being and positive support
from concerned people 1s experienced. There it a sense
of personal iwolvement. The chill secs herself as one
of the merbers inspite of refarcences to her transient

state. Esientially, thils counsclidates the daughter identity.,

The nuclear family alsc exposes most cnildren to
the turmcils and travails of the marriage of the parents.
These conflicts vary from a general tense irrationale
transactions, to suppressed hostility, through sarcasm

to copen confroantations. The issues may be money, children,



friendé, parental families, grandparents or many others,
Very often parents either shut the children out leaving
fhem anxiocus or tend to win them to take their sides.
This created sense of guilt. Thus, in the miidst of
secur ity of daughter role forces of insecurity and doubt
about quality of relateines:s reemerged. The social
location which was secure gets contaminated with the

insecurity of psychological loc:ztion.

When such a child went to schools and colleges she
moved from a personaliged world of stable social locations
to being one of the mass, Female children who were
talented took the stance of achievement and competition,
This crextei the scenario where with her verbal faculty
and intellectual &bilities schocl tecume a stage to
perfarr for glory. Need tc stand and outenine others
made her masit silmilarities with people. Ehe cften learnt
to develcp strong likes and dislikes, This moulded har
into a woran ~ho was the life of the party but lacked
reaningful relstions. C(ften thecc woren exper ienced
stress in buildlng closeness anid intimacy. They were
either put on the peiestal or left alcne. They often

bacare prone to encounter the trickster.
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The nuclear family also made the female child
directly witness the life space of the father and the
mother. They saw the parents struggle and sacrifice,
compromise and persist and retain the sanctity of their
life. ' They experlenced their helplessness and determi-
nation. All this had an influence in fashioning of
their identity. At one level the female child committed
to autonomy and a stance not be subdued, controlled and
made economically helpless and dependent, They lesarnt
to emphasize the search for psychological location and

not the social location,

Some of the nuclear homes inspite of various vissi-
citudes retained the guality of emotional sscurity. Such
homes were fuli of space to talk, discass, explore and
share intthe evolution of a stance in life. ¥Women who
grew up in these homes acjyuired an ability to deal with
reality. They took the negatives of the larger situation
and held on to thelr pers.ective of charting a path for
themselves. Some of them grew into adjusters and others
who though called rebellious in tne initial stage created

their own heritage.



Systen of Secondary Socializationn

The nature of secondary socialization also
changed from the tradition, Earlier, the secondary
gocialization of the female child took place in the
home, neighbourhood and community. She was initiated
in rituals, forms of socisl behaviour household acti-
vitiec a1d other desirable accomplishments which would
ensure a good location at the husband's house, The
new socio-cultur&l scenarioc creztei schools and colleges
for secondary soclialization., The secondary socialization
of earlier time wes played down., Initially these settings
were cleisters of women colleges. They were well
protectel and guarded. The teachers and the principal
acted as the mother surrogate. There was heterogenity
of students in terms of culture, origin and religion etc.
but there was homogeneity of school or college culture.
This became & setting and a periol to discover the inner
world, sensing of awakening and unfolding of the womadn -
the laughter and chattering of friends, in the midst of
participation #n dramas, debates and sporte, in the
awakening of aspirations and dreams - in the midst of
discovering the forbidden through books &and by proxy
from some adventerous classmates the female child retained
her tentativeness, doubts and apprehensions about her

future.
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The encounter with male counterpart was largely
transient. It happened in public settings of debates,
dramas, picnies, and college trips. Very often on the
train journeys when male ani female children travelled
to their home in groups. Deeper personal contacts were
rare. rost of these relationships crezted periods of
mooning around. One of the sayings of the era was - a
good book of poetry and Khalil Gibran - was the end of
many of these contacts. Most of ther could not break
the modality of bectowal. They still felt that freedom
is to be bestowed and not teken. Women of this pericd
ended up living the life role and life space of cultural

lore but did better for their children,

In the last thirty years the nature of the secondary
socialigation hes changei. Fur larger number of women
coeducation has b.come the preferred mode. What did it

bring to the female child?

Legitimacy of Profession ani Carezp

More women could aspire, plan and strugole to buili

&8 profecsional status or corecr for economic isolation,

The occupation of tezchers, doc-tors, social workers

were the earlier roles, Now g whole panorama of c¢areers
have become open. Women noWv entered the field of bus iness,
drama, dancc, engineering, space science ete. In Injia
the opportunities in job and careers except in business are

more eacily available to women than anywhere in the world.
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Along with the prospects for career and being a
professional the secondary socialization also exposed
women more directly to the western ethos and social
forms., R created the rationale for freedom, autononmy,
equality, and companionship. While it enlightened the
women on one hand the root of cultural continuity which
had always been carriei by women in India got shattered.

It was not that women had to carry this burden but treir
role in the past provided for a evolutionary process,

Thelr mass exposure to the western ethos, modes of living
and socidl conduct perhaps created the lacuna of developing
integrated identities. However, the most critical contri-
bution of the secondary socialization of school and college
setting was to confront both the female and male identities
with direct encounter of the inhabited world of hetereo-

sexual intimacy and closeness.

The exper iences with heterosexual encounters created
mixed responses. There were some disillusiomments, some
disenchantments and tragedies to cope with by falling in
love. The experience of falling in love was like any
story book fomance. The person per se was not impoptant,
but the discovery and experience of an awakening generated
a mixture of fear and emcitement. Many women have

exper ienced and described this feeling like a "mid-summer
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nights' drean® where the young womén awakened to her
womanhood inside and fell in love with a man with &
donkey's head. The first flush of awakening transformed
the world into a magical world; a world where one walks
a few feet above the ground, where the air, the sun,

the colours and the flowers all acguire a unique and
intense fragrance. Feelings of both pleasure and pain
acquire gn intensity and every moment is exper ienced as

1ife and death.

These are also the critical moments where a path
to the future and roles in life got crystalized and
acquired a shape and a form. Here, the centuries-old
un iversal themes of slecping bzauty, Cinderella, the
mermaid, the folk tales, folklore, legends, myths, epics
and psycho-draras got enacted and re-enacted. This was
also the threshold where new roles and themes could

emerge and new paths be created.

The young women coming from all across the country
with their unique configuration of experiences of the
family and the social system responded to this avakening.
Some eccepted the role of a slecping beauty who lived
in her parent's, family's and society's reality and now
woke up in the world and reality of her prince charming.

She made no demands and created no reality of her own.



Her hopes to live happily thereafter dashed. She found
herself once again in the realms of echocs and &hadows,
where she had to live by duty and rendering her best

to the husbend and children. It was like a life of
captivity intervened by a moment of fresdomr and back

into a life of captivity. Some women bacome Cinderellas
where a life full of rejections, deprivations, discrimi-
nations seecmei to end in & moment of accCeptance. They
were ready to give all for thet one acceptance., They
over loaded the relationships with expectations only to be
disillusioned and let down to repeat and recreate the past
into present, Insecure, anxious, and apprehensive they
kept repeating history. They kept on awaiting & human
touch from ocutside. Their being was like a bottomless
well where the deprivations and denilals were 60 intense
and deep that a lifetime of gifts by others were not
enough., They let themselves open to a world of fantasy
and dreams and in the encounter with males got exploited
and used by many. Thanks to their strength and reslilience
they survived to search again and again thet one unattainable

relationship.

Women who reacted in these two modalities in their
encounter with male identities essentially became victims
of the structures of the life space described in the

cultural lore., Their introjects were deep ancugh to



{nHibit them from taking this opportunity discover
their own human touch to heal their deprivations and
to own up their strengths to create first their own

reality and then one together with a male.

There were a set of women who in the moment of
reception in love took the entire responsibility of
sustaining, fostering and carrying the love. They
committed themselves to sacrifice and baczame possessdd.
The male counterpart in such relationshipe discharged
all his negative residues of his mother *s identity on
them, They were loving to seek solace and comfort.
They ware pickiunish., They pricked, deflated and then
turned gracious. They were hostile, threw temper
tantrurs, walkel off and hoped to be begged and pleaded
with to return. ©8Some of them always returned like a bad
coin., It became difficult for the woman to let go and
break the neurotic pattern. In such & process the women
let themselves become the beasts of burden, They were
willing to sacrifice their satisfaction, lived for
others, carried the eroticnal burden, and brought their
devotion and faith to £ind a space in other people's
lives. The pathos of lack of Bpace however, remained.
They believed they had no ability to create thelr own
space nor invite others to give them space. They were

forever torn on the see-5aw of too little or too much.



These w&nen found it Adifficult to create a world of
people or relationshipe for themselves &nd thaey forever
exper ienced emotional poverty of their being. Their
efforts to become was to £111 @ void or a lacunae of
the past. In their attempt they become mortgaged to
others needs, They hed lots to give of themselves but

could not discover the will to give it to thenselves,

In summary, women who want through this cultural
scenario had a strong neecd to retain one's individuality
and found it difficult to creaste @ complimentary role.

The need to possess, claim and own their accomplishments
and achievements was obvious but to make it their anchar
for seccurity and location was difficult. Although
presenting an external image of being socially interacting,
outgoing and confident, their inner insecuritiec created
anxiety, uncertainty and doubt about the self, This
rarely got dissolved, The need for validation, affir-
maeticn, and asrurance from outside was never abandoned,
Lonelinecs was frightening snd large amount of their
energy was spent in creatingr elatlionships. Social
relationships were experienced as shallow and meaningless
and yet they continued to hold a fear of creating meaningful
and close relationships. The fear of losing oneself,

fear of merger, of remaining marginal, loss of centrality,



fear of being possessed and controlled and turned
insignificance continued to keep them on the see-saw
with achievement and success in life. Thelir role

and identity outdated, psychological location remained

elusive.

Reflegtiong

At the threshold to enter a new warld, a worli of
work, and marriage the young female blossomed into a
woman wonders whether the battles of achievement, the
drive far excellence, the strive for economic independence,
and struggles to creete & space and personal meaning
have any meaning at all. Why dces the economic insecu-
rity make her anxious, why emoticnal dependency creates
apprehensions, why agreements evoke rebellion, why
conformity evokes reactivity and all the years of
struggle to achieve a space has made her loose the

acceptance of herself?

Work has become an anchor without which her 1life
would arift like a boat whose navigator has abandonsd
the helm. It evokes fears of being rootless, forever
being a shadow and an echo and following in the footsteps
of all these that have walked the beaten path. The
conflict is intense between the demands 4f the traditional

role from the family and society and a modern role from
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self aspirastions, Traditional role as exper ienced by
the female child from the family and the society demand
obedience, conformity, and following the path charted
out by perents and then the husband's family. T4 the
women this implied disowning of initistive, self mot ivationk
aspirations, dreams and goals. Having continued to
persist in what she believed in, argued for what she
aspirei, and dreamt acted on her convictions that had
evoked in her a heloless fury, tears and guilt, With
some women her dreams and aspirations then moved her to
step into avenues and opportunities of the blocked

options in order to discover some meaning in her life.

Caught between the emotive and cognitive mep of
exparience of the family, school, cocllege and the society,
she had survived with many scars. Her future - the
cocial role of being an obedient Indian wife who puts
family before personal meanings. That part of her being
and becorning which propelled her to create both a meaning
in life for herself and create a home put her on a see-5aw.
Thus, threshold to enter the adult world evoked terrors -
that the ghosts of the past and the beckoning of life in
the future — would create pulls end pushes for a commitment
to be made. Choice of self goals would evoke guilt and

accusations of neglecting the family. Choice of others
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and family would not only repeat the history of sacri-
fice, futility but also the guilt of wasted potential
and creptivity. A painful choice awaits at the threshold -~
a threshold where a door to a nostalgic worli has to be
closcd to step into the unknown; a world to discover
and a world to create, a roality to experience and add;
& reality tc sspire and dreom: a reality to mould snd
shzpe; and & reality to live with its numbing pain and
exhilerating joy; a reality which carries the centuries
of pathos and se«ds to create a new ethos and at all
times experience the pulszting life that is to unfold

just beyond the threshold,

Many women have wove: romantic dreams about love
and marriage, about a pringe charming or a knight with
a shining armar. For most waornen standing at the thre-
sheld hovwevar, hold the experliences of growing up., which
have tempered the dreams and Iantasy with social and
caltural realities, Many women educated and intelligent,
capable and confident, eager and aspiring have eventually
come to terns to believe that love may spring from
beholding in each other's eyes but rejuires a deeper
attempt to understand and commitment in each other to
survive. Consequently many women at the threshold of a

professional role and career heve accepted the social
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reality of an arranged marriage with the hopes that

they would work out. The women hope that the ran they
married would be mature to accept sharing of inner
realities without social norr and evaluations. They
would be sble to laugh together at the follies of adoles-
cence and be sble to integrate in effort and meaning

together. It would createc @ spate to combine,

Woman with maturity have come to some terms with
themselves that they are not competing with men but
hope to criate an equation. They anticipate sharing of
responsibilities of home, woark end living a life of
togetherness. There is a need to arrive at meaningful
convergence of thelr status of being & treditlonal 'bahu’
a socizl aszet to the nusband and carving a career for

herself,

Profession means a sense of autonomy, self respect,
being mentally alert and exper iencing a sense of warth
and meaning in life for herself. A life without this
meaning means a slow and gradual decay, deterioration
and wastage of one's 'being'. Work today has a deep
meaning in the woman's life. It is the only way out to
breakthrough the cultural lores and limited choices of
identities and the inevitabilities of structure of life

space,



