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MR, PAI, DISTINGUISHED GUBSTS, LADIES & GENTLEMEN :

L welcome all of you to the tenth Annual Convoration of this
Institute, To you Mr, Fai, a apecial '&#elcnniee In the haﬁdling af
your ministerial responsibilities, vou Eri:-g to your office,
of experwi‘en;:e in managing industzies in the private as well ar the

public sector, It is therefore only natural that you have given to

your present asgignment a distinct mnagemai du’ectmn. We have
wa.tc;hed with intersst yaur eiforte to reorient industrial policy,

The subtle change in official thinking towards economic growth have
not gone unnoticed,
Ag & practizing manager, concerned more with performance

and results rathe-r_tha.n in the philosophical pursuit of dogma, you

. knaw that it is only if we create more wealth in the country that

we can look to easmé, the economic burdens that the masses of our

people bear tc::day, Towards this effort, you have our full support,

You Sir, require no introduction. It is our great privilege to have
you present here as our Chief Guest, I would like fo thank vou for
coming and all of us look forward with much i,ﬁt;f:rest to your

Convocation Address,

You will forgive me if I talk a bit about ourselves. We would

_ ‘llk.e to feel that over the last thirteen years our Institute has rmade o

worthwhile cmntz-ubqtisﬂ to managerial developinent in the country,
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We believe that a meaningful programme of management education

is an effective instrument to help achieve our national goals. Looking
to changing needs, '\-ave have attemptéd to reorient the conténta of cur
programmes to service such wants, Special progz'*ammea have

Lbeen conducted for Government personnel involved in developmental

activities, To help in the spread of management education, we have
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Mana.geriél sducation cannot be confined to e;xterpri.se. mmanageiment
alone:—;_it roust concern itself with other ephez;eﬁ of national endeavour
ap well, Cur Centre for Management ia Agr_iéi;iture has conducted
regedrch and haaﬁlso oifered training programmes over the last ten
years. [uping the past year it has started a comprehensive regearch
jproject on the problems of x.;ural development. Spec:ia.i groupa of
y ‘ ~ -
faculty members have been congtitued to investigate the problems of

management of Family Planring programmes - and thus we involve

ourselves in areas of national priorities,

Many have contributed to making this Insti'tut-e what it ig today,
The faculty, the students, the alumni and many othéra have all helped
but the smrvic.es of some individuallsf deserve special mention, 'I‘sﬁ
_.t_his audience, 1 need not perhaps recail the pioneerihg role played
by the léte Dy, Vikram Sarabhai -~ without ?whaae_effnrt, I doubt 1#‘
we would be whare we are today, Anather membexr of our aacmty

who has been our guide, philosppher and friend is Mr, Kasturbhai



Lé.l‘bhai - 1 cannot visualise the development of our Inetitutélwit}muf:
th.e henefit of his matura.a. Au::eunaele Not only iia he a faunding rr‘temb;fsr
but has continued to serve ever since, In apite of his many activifies :
" he has alwayse found time to devote himself to the cause of the Inétit_u‘:-m
He has now decided to retire from our Board and although this means
a icgrma.l geverence, I know that hiz interest in our Institu!:g ig go

deep and special that we can- look to his counsel for yearsg o come,
May I on your behalf g.nd my own, express our deep appreciaibon

for all that Kasturbhai has done for the Institute and wish him much

happiness,

Ilwoulﬂ like f.ca congratulate all the y&ung men an& women who
graduat;a from this Institute today. You carry with vou the lessons
that you have 1eé.rnt here #nc.‘; in the yearé to coﬁme yoﬁ will tram&sm‘:i.t-
this lez;;rning to the ;;xractic:e"e'zf management, As you leave the calm
and protective atmosphere of this camjms, ymﬁ.r guccess will depend
on the senaitivity that you 5h§>w to your envirlnnrJdgmt.' ‘I‘his or any
other Ingtitute can only teach you thé tools ar:xd- concepts of management,
How you uﬂeithem depéﬁds on your own ability to unrier stand human

nature. No one can teach you how to handle men, this you have to

learn yourself,

As | welcome most of you to the wide open world of business,

in which I have spent most of my life, [ must mention that you entey
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business at a time when there is a growing suspicion about the
purpose and efficacy of many of our established institutions -
this certainly applies tc»rtl";e corporate sector and also includes -
education and government, In raddition to your daily job which
enables you to earn your iiving, you have a much larger abligmimn
to the society in which you live, You han:re to manage and to lead,
This irmplieé awareness of things around you. It means getting
i;-.i_mlved. - Your trué success will be measured by vour ability .

 to ]ﬂ&w thingﬁ better than t_:'hey are,

Where-ever you work, I urge upbn ycﬁx not to ahun'majt:;r
issues of national interest, You must not t.ake tover under narrow
p-rdfesuinnal duties and keep away from urgent issues of public
concera, Your strength will lie .im your vision and your values,

The compulsions of our time and the imperatives of survival demand
more thmﬁ.lnew ideas and innovationa, | Your ImO'mrledge gained here
will be ce:anrset:r:ate‘dkin practice. This can only. auéceed in a

climate of freedom, | If you cherish frelede:am, which wé. all de, we
muat remember that demgeracy cénnot last long if "the majority of
peop}e are fenstering in poverty, The tasks before -y?ou a.ré clear,

the challenges are for you to take.

I would like to conclude by recalling the wise words of an
eminent historian :
"In the end, more than they wanted freedom, they

wanted security, Thgy wanted a comfortable life and
they losat it all -~ security, comiort and freedom,




When the Athenians finally wanted pot to glve
te pociely but for society to give to them,

when what they wished for was freedom {rom
vesponaibility then Athens ceased to be free"
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