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This paper explores the institution of marriage and work organization

as helc by wmen, Goth sy:tems demanc responses from women for which

they are often mot prepared. Theif dreams of romanticised mzrriage and
fantasy of togetherhess often lead them to dis=illusicnment and
dis—enchantme nt, Their cereer aspiratioms without the reality appraisal

of organisations and their ouwn gefinition of systems lead them to
frustrations. They are pulled and pushed betueen social anc organization
role demands, and their own entre nchnent in stereotypes of role taking.

The conflict between the desired and the aspired dsughter=in-lsu, wife

and mother roles on the ore hznd end desired, aspired professional snd
career rocle on the other hand crestes conflicts, stress and guilt, women
oet caught with the internalization of the nermative prescriptive

modzlities of sotial =nd work systems. The role models from family, culture
znd history are insufficient and inadeguate for meaningful responsesec This
paper explores those zreas of role taking by women which can help redefire
and redesign mew resconses in both the systems, It crals with the
reirterpreteztion of existing roles and arriving at an integrzted perspective
for women which can brin) convergsnce within both the systems of family and
work, This peper su3jgests that women who encounter in themselves the wome D=
person dilemma ahd take charge of their own destiny in their haznds to give
it & shape, form anc a meaning finzlly come to make choices for the wellbedng
of both themselves and the systems. 1n the absence of such an integr:otion,
wome n when mnfronted with the tummoil of the twc systems either become
conformists or rebels or exile themselves and end up making coipromises rathe

than choicese



WEUEF JhiT12h UF slulnl sl OnGAR13nTIGKAL WOLES

At the threshold of merrisge, holding both
anxieties and anticipation encoded in cultural lore
the woman envelops herself with cloudy and misty theme
of "lived happily ever after". To her, &t this thre-
shold it is bewitching and enchanting. It gives the
message hope, future dreams, and newer aspirations.
New relationships and a& strange family awaits her.

The parental home had been the family of adults where
she had been & child, a daughter, and a transient.

Her network of relationships are given, her role well
defined and expectations well determined. Within
these boundaries her passage through adolescence had
been full of kaleidoscopic emotions with all its joys,
and th#ills and its pains and pleasures. Her encounter
with the self and male identity at home and educational
aspirations made her struggle to fashion an identity
for herself. This era is not always clear and cogent.
. There were reny doubts. The woman lives through

contradictory cognitive and emotive exper iences .



The threshold to marriage has been raomanticized,
Some women arrived at threchold with thumping hearts,
dreams for the future, and a heritage to create and
continue. To others, it is a dream, romance, love anmd
a bewitcling relationship where rainbows danced, eyes
spoke, and silence communed - & world surrounded by
magic and fragrance all around. For some, it is awake-
ning, a beginning of an unfolding to discover a touch,
a pulsating heart, to dream of togetherness, to witness
dawn and dusk, & moment to merge, & moment to unite and
to weav: & World where there is no pain and sadness, -

no hurt, no anguish, but & worli of love, and affection.

To some, 1t ie at this threshold that the scarch
faor the right one, the 1idezl one, for the self and a
new life begins. The new femily 4is at the periphary,
and not 1in thc focus, To still others it i an entry
into 8 vorld cf new faces, new people, and new relations,
There 1s an anxiety to creste a space - the magic space
where she could experience and bring her potentials of
being a parscn. To all, it 1s a moment tc bil farewell
to her role of being a daughter and & chili., This is
at this moment to wish good-bye to the past both

pleasant and painful, & past passive and turbulent, a



past of childhood denied or being kept a child for
too lang. It is an admixture of overwhelming feelings
of tears, laughter, anger and subdued wanting. It is
alsc 8 feeling to want to hold on to the fariliar and
known faces of the loved ones, It is also the anxious
anticipation, en adventure, a journey, a path, & life
ahead of uncerteinties, unfamiliarity, an uprooting,

ani entering & world cf one’s own and not one's own,

The role brought on by marriage - transporteld the
wanan into a world of many new sociel relationships.
8he became "bhabhi®, "kaki", "chachi®, "mami®, the
"bahu", "jithani®, "devrani" all at once. These relation-
ships had degrees of freedom to relate with a whole new
set of expectations. Thils network of relationships were
either supportive or generators of stress. The ease of
adjustment or non-adjustment depended upon the guality
and nature of interaction between her and the network
of relationships in the new system. She had no experience
with themn herself, She had witnesced r.olel: which have
not always been satisfactory in her feelings, She had
&lso becn a witness to the poignancy of the struggles of
her own bhabhi, chachi and mami to adjust to their new
family and the woman had wondered whether her models

would wark in the new network of relationships.



Sense of uprooting and concern with re-rooting
is the core dilemra of women in male dominant society.
Most women confront the issue of what to carry forward
from the past. Would it be an asset or a limbility?
It is & drastic uprooting here the doors to return
are tightly shut behind, Henceforth, only as & visitor
or & guest she can return with & sense of respect, and
dignity. It is the most significant iinevitabilities of
the structure of life space of women. Man may g0 away
for long periods and experience long separations for
edugation or business and he may experience enfarced and
perhaps self chosen exile. But a psychological upr oot ing
through marriage is not part of man's experience, The
trauma of uprooting is faced by women alone -~ each woman
in her own way. Our understanding is that in the past
through customs end rituals, through conventions and
individualized traditions of family some infrastructures
and systemic processes verae available to wamen to live
and work with this trauma. The emergence of secularized
ethos has eroded most of these supportive social infra-
structures, Where they are still operative they have
lost their meaning. They have not been re-designed to
suit todays times,



At the threshold of uprooting a gonfrontation
of a stringer and a strange world awaited the woman,
To them she is inevitably bound and bonded. A
stranger ~ & male - an identity which is until now a
source of uneasy anxiety. This identity both excited
and feightened hes. It is held both in suspicion as
well as desire. The woman also had to confront a
stranger in herself. For years, her feslings have been
held in abeyence, waiting for a person, a new setting
and a new direction to create a space for herself,
Also feeclings of romance, of being valued for herself,
and receiving a sense of mutual meaning, had been
nurtured by her, Parental home = a transient location -
is an sdrixture of security but uncertainty, legitimacy
of permenent space. Her sense of belonging similarly
is fragmented with the primary family and the family to
be. Her fate lay beyond the threshold of uprooting.

Standing at the threshold, the young woman sees
herself in many images largely juxtapositions of the
old and the new, traditional and the modern, the home-
maker, and wage earner one to be protectei, cherished
and loved, and the one to be strong and joining hands to
work as a team., Her image is to be 2 loving devoted
woman to the husband and doting mother to the children,



The threshold to marrisge has been romanticized,
Some women arrived at threshold with thumping hearts,
dreams for the future, and & heritage to create and
continue. To others, it is 2 Aream, romance, love armd
& bewitching relationship where rainbows dancel, eyes
spoke, and silence communed - & warld surrounded by
magic and fragrance all arounij. For some, it is awake-
ning, a beginning of an unfolding to discover a touch,
a pulsating heart, to dream of togetherness, to witness
dawn and dusk, & moment to merge, & moment to unite and
to weav: & World where there is no pain and sadness, -

no hurt, no anguish, but & worlld of love, and affection.

To some, it 1s at this threshold that the search
for the right one, the idezl one, for the self znd a
new life begins. The new family is at the periphary,
and not in thc focus., To still others it i=s an entry
into a world of new faces, new people, and new relations,
There is an anxlety to create & space = the magle space
where she could experience and bring her potentials of
being a person., To all, it is a moment to bid farewell
to her role of being a daughter and & chili. This is
at this moment to wish good-bye to the past both

pleasant and painful, a past passive and turbulent, a



respect for the traditions and rituals of their
belonging ac anchars of their identity, but adapted
modern modes to enrich the cuality of their livee.
Women from such homes 413 not feel overwhelmed, and
could gracefully move into any role with certainty

and confildence.

Such women had sense of security in themselves
to evolve & role. They felt ejually at ease with the
traditional roles of being a wife, dsughter-in-law, and
mother and slso with being modern (ability to relate
in social settings with ezse, arace and inteority)
outgoing, and managing the external environment with
confidence and poise, They won the trust and location
of thelr role easily, Without nagging or being too
eagar these womean encouraged their husbands to achieve
beyvond vhat thev planned. They createl a space where
husbands could share his aspirations, achievements ana
options., Their ability to ensure the husband that they
were willing to stand and bear any consejuences of the
risks involved in his optlons provided him strength to
forge .ahead and be Bure %o return to a secure, and

stable home,



Many of them picked up work and possibility of
g career after they saw their children through their
early dependency of childhood and early schooling.
They were the backbone and anchor of the family to
exper fment and grow., Their husbands took many critical
decisions and were involved in making their dreams
come true. These women created homes which were
comforting and where people sensed harmony and affec-
tion, Differences and disagreements rarely became
major conflicte. Rationality and affection tempered
by commitment and concern made such differences a part
of living reality and 3id not evoke panic, threat or
anxiety. It is at this setting - where marriage &g a
social and cultural institution had the best chance

to survive.

The mother—~in.law issue - like in all families
in the Indian cultural context was an issue and an area
of stress, However, their introjects of culture and
their deployment in their role behaviour kept the stress
in manageabls boundsries. They could persist and modify
without defiance, Similarly, these women were firm and
flexible enouﬁh to ratain their autonomy in many essen-

tial and critical matters of their home, husband and



children, These were the families who valued the
past, valued their balonging and experienced a sense
of pride in their social and cultural context. They
created a home of comfart and not neces:arily a home
of luxury. They encouraged the value of self-sufficiency,
self-reliance, and discipline. They faced crisis without
whining and whimpering, anger or futility. They had the
resilience to continue tc build and create & family
with a sense of togetherness, loyalty, affection, concern
and & direction. In many ways these women anologously
belonged to the eulturzl lore of the ‘Apple end the
Stigm=*.
Ivice Yorooted

These were the young, intelligent and competent
women who came from famklies with westernigzed modes of
life style and beliefs. These families had by choice
surrendered the religio-philosophic traditions of their
heritage. They were the enlightened ones with a strong
rational scilenticism es a parspective far life and its
problems. As an under current there was 2 certain degree
of contempt for superstitious knowledge and contents of
traditional life style, The families conversed in
English and rarely used their mother tongue. Their



modes of day to day living, food habilts, and dress
were all in tune with the western woarld. Western
festivals like Christmas and New Yegr were celebrated
with greater enthusiasm than some of the Indian ones.
There was definitely a discngagement with Indian mode
of life. Their reference group was England or America
and they had & penchant far foreign goods. The west

came to represent wuality, advencerent and progress.

For thece families tne first uprooting was from
the cultural moorings. In adopting an alien life style
they had only internalized tne logic but basic assumptions
and the quallty of ethos and pathos of alien land was not
introjected. At marriage the women confronted another
uprooting. fiowever, it seemed that they either ignored
tnie uprooting or continued to be rooted ian the life
style which they exgerienced as a daughter. In the
perental far.ily both the boy snd the girl had been pushed
for acadenic excellence and achievement, rarticipation
in sports and extra curricular activities were encouraged,
Acquicition of modern, socizl and sophisticated personal
ap..earance wat emphasized., Premier schocols and sophis-
ticated boarding schools ~ere chosen to provide a grounding

for future life. The tamily life - zentred eround social



sntertainment®, clubs, parties and get togethers.

The friends of the family included significant social,
cultural and political names, Visibility and social
appesrances were the hallmark of their life.

Many of the girls coming from these families were
prepered for a life of companionship in marriage not
the married life of a housewife and daughter-in-law,
They were well groomed but lacked roots, They had
learnt to live efficiently but not effectively., They
Adid not know how to deploy theilr resources to build
infrastructures of living. Their work goals were for
socially visible and coveted jobs with glamour. To them
merr fage was & continued s~ries of psrties, outings,

shopping sprees and chatting with friends.

tost of these women rerely stayed too long with
the in-lsweg. They crected a separeate bzce in the same
town. Acguisition of decorative modern home, a place
to.entertain and to cet out from was very important.
Lack ol wherewit:wals dn the home far such & siyle
crested etres:s ang couflizte, Having wherewithals of
modern life we: centrel to the planning of their family.
Economic well being tied to social status <ud a decent.

1ife style wes primary to b ving children. Life was a



planned sequence according to a list of acquisitions.

If the sequence A4id not flow as planned, life became

one long dissatisfaction. These women felt more unsettled
if they 4id not work, Their urge to socialigze and
compete with wamen in the elite social set was great,
Over time, slowly but gradually they got involved in a
pattern ofll:l.fe which revolved around being a hostess

far business interactions of the husband. The second
aspect of this life revolved around modes of acquisitions,
card playing, social drinking and interaction with cele-
brity. Eventually their marriages were helci together by
reflected social) status, lavish homes a retinue of
servants, and a large budget provided by the husgband.
They lived with hoarror of social ridicule and being
shunned. They lived with the anxiety of loosing economic
resources and social standing, Part of the uni¥ erse

of these wamen is analogous to the cultural lore of

‘The Accomplished and the Trickster'.

Ihe Vgrking Wamap

The wamen in this pattern came from homes where the
father's first generation to have risen beyond their
socio-econcmic status. The fathers were the self-made
men., They maintained links with their belonging without
shame. The success of the father lay in his academic



and skill achievements which provided a niche in the
sstting of wark. The family was loosely linked with
all the traditional kinships and extended family.
They got together on rituals and social ooccasions as
marriage and death.

The families emphasized education for job op a
career. The value of work for economic autonomy and
secur ity was central in their -cognitive map of future
life. The home and the skill of home building and
m.aint.aindng family links were equally emphasized and
cherished as inherent values of being a woman, These
women prepared themselves for roles of teachers,
researchers, bank employees &nd similar other middle
range service professions. The belief was that such
professions would provide a setting where women could
manage both home and work with ease. When married
early the women continued their education and soon took
up jobs. The women who had jobs continued to retain
their jobs after marrlage.

They often set themselves a Herculean task to
being a socially traditional daughter-in-law ere ambi-
valent and added to the stress, They liked the sconomic

earnings and the increased buying power, but they also



resented the autonomy and the freedom of the daughter-
in-ldw. They made life Aifficult in the family. They
capitalized guilt of the daughter-invlaw of being away
from children and home. The mothers-in-law also acquired
referred and a higher status in the social and economic
setting.

Caught between the social familial relationships
and expectations from their roles, and the reinforcement
and encouragement of their role in economic partnership,
the marriages of these women often reflected & swing from
participative effort of the husband in the chores of the
home and children to periods of strife, tension, doubts
and suspicions about the woman's relationship with her

male colleagues.

The homes of these women were simple and functional.
A visitor felt comfortable. There was no pretense of
social glamour or competition of acgquisition., The neigh-
bourhood was a living reality. There was a comaraderie
as well as squabbles. The home was filled with friends,
children, neighbours and relatives. They appreciated
what they had and trusted friends, relations and
neighbours as a sourge of security. They were never
socially alone. Their ssnse of belonging was strong,
They felt valued, stress of d.niiy living became a reality.



Life however, iz mot a bed of roses. It is a
continuocus struggle of something gained, something lost,
some deep satisfactions and regrets, a squabble, a love,
arguments and togetherness -~ all with a set of purpose
and direction, 8Such var;m from this belonging arr ived
and middle age with ssnse of pride, of having pushed
the walls of ceptivity a little farther and having created
a space for themselves. Some indeed turned critical and
temperamental for their struggle seemed hard, and perhaps
2lone but they had a sense of substantiveness about them.
As persons they were experiencei as harsh and demanding
on one side and supportive and tender on another side.,

At one level success left them psychologically alones.

In middle age task orientedness and commitment to persist
in it happened to be viewed as strength. Occassionally
some of them were Seen as non-negotiable, non-compromising
and over instructive of how and when things should be
done. Their children felt their love being masked by
their need to control c¢hiliren's life,

The universe of these women reflects the unfolding
the diverse strands from the universe of cultural lores
of 'The Apple and the Stigma and The Accamplished and
the Trickster'.



Zhe Rew Middle Class

These women came from families who made a small
beginning as entrepraneurs and through success joined
the new stream of rich, Traders started manufacturing,
and production units. Same went into finance and big
business., The family experienced a substantive rise in
their socio-economic status. However, their cultural
and social status lagged behind. Many of these families
tock to a pattern of conspicuous consumptions, with a
conscious display of their economic power. They enjoyed

possession of foreign goods not necessarily guality goads,

The fathers in such familfes displeyed attachment
to daughters but were harsh to sons. Daughters vere
educated but not pushed for academic achievement. They
were pushed for accomplishment in craft and art. 1In
adolescence these women got addicted to Mills and Boon
literature in their mother tongue or English, They
were contemptuous of men of lesser economic status and
were somewhat ep.rehensive of the intelligent and educated
men who held degrees in subjects like mathematics, physics
or chemistry.



The mothers were dominant women who from being
silent sufferers and grown up ¥ith scarcity of economic
resources had overnight ac_qus.red the meagic wand of
buying power. They cr}.tiaally controlled the daughters
and planned lavish marrisge celebration. They looked
around for husbands from familiee with names and urban
backgrounds but within the socio-cultural and caste
boundaries, The mother also insisted that the daughters

acquire familial accomplishmaents,

The young women ware caught in the role of being a
daughter. They had entered adulthood but they lived
in the world of adolescence, romance, and marriage, To
them the in-laws were the ogre and they had decided they
could never get along with them even befare they had
met them. More often they dreamed of continuing to live
{in their husband's home but abscrbing the husbhand
into their parent's home. If they marrield an educated,
professical man, they resented his limited economic
resources and gradually developed contempt for the
husband. They frequently chosen to visit their parental

family to bring back meterial resources for themselves,



Scame of these women felt wuncomfortable in the
husband's home and with his family. They compared the
husband and his family and found them wanting in many
respegts. Their syntex waé of conastant comparison,

They rarely if ever could develop a basis of psychological
relationship with the husband. The husband'’e home was a
transient place in the first few years of marriage.

Their emotional loyalty and belonging lay with their
primary family. They started putting their roots in

the husband's home only through their chiliren, Having
failed to integrate their husbands in the parental families
they fostered in their children the belonging to maternal

families. The mamas and mamis often became their models.

By the middle sge most of these women had begun to
fecl empty and meaningless, Many of them by this time
put on excessive waight. They also started to limit
their life space and narrowed the boundzries to a select
few withintthe neighbourhood. Their main stance was
critical and disapproving, They too had failed to manage
the uprooting. Fatalism and stock philosophy of life
became their platitudes. Bome of them turned to religious
beliefs. The universe of these women is analogous to

the cultural lore of the 'Lost and the Unfulfilled',



Self Reliant

These women came from famllies where the fat?her
was abgent, ;;sycholog:lcally or in fact missing or died
young. The mother held the femily together through work
and self-reliance, b&6he neither controlled rigiily nor
allowed too much sutonomy., Children were axpected to
be mature and responsible; The mothers also encouraged
the ethos of self-sufficiency, standing on ones own feet
and making choices with self respect, The children -
daughteres particulerly « grew up with certain claritcy
of goals and directions.

They choose to marry men who were also Xgely self-
made men, intelligent, hard working and committed ¢o
create something for themselves, The wills and wvalues
of both partners were strong and clear, Murriages often
became & setting for intellectual stimulation and a Bense
of comnitment and pnrposhe living, The sharpness of male
and female identities attempting to ¢re te a life space
together also held a threat to creation of harmony,.

Some parted with bitterness while others with understanding.
Those marriages which endured became model families in

the neighbourhood, They were held for erulation by
neighbour’s children, Their own children grew up with



sense of fonfidence and poise. The universe of these
women is analogous to the cultural lore of 'The Realist
and the Exiled'. Such were the realities of roles
responded to by the women. These wamen grew up in an

era wherc the macro culture was in transition from the
traditional agrarian society to the ermerging wmodern
soclety. Confronted with their experience and aspirations,
being rooted and uprooted, having a glimpse of & world
alive snd inviting ana all the cumulative feelings of
being a woman - these wamen responded with an intensity -

not to fallow the footsteps created by past models.

However, aswe look back on our data and experiences
of these women there is a striking commonality experienced
of their standing at the thresheld of marriage. Regardless
of the famllies the women came from, and regardless of
the cultural lore and their personal life introjects,
most women arrived at this threshold with a mixed state
of feclings within themcelves. To & certain extent the
women were incomplete, unfihished and open in their
identities - open for new introjects, and new internali-
sations, Very few had zrrived &t this threshold closea

and with entrenched role identities,



Esvoholoaical State at the Threshold

The threshold to marriage was set in the context
of 4reams, hopes, anxieties and threats, They hoped
for husbandb who were mature and educated and on whom
they could rely who would be tender, affectionate, loving
who would respond to their wishes and initiate pleasant
surprises and who would also demand from them an involve-
ment in their lives. Commitments to sacrifice and to
hold themseslves in abeyance to create a stress free space
to grow together competed with the need to fulfill the
residual feelings of deprivation, discrimination and of
being transient in the father's family. All these and
more woi:ed contradictory and mixed feelings in the women,

Most women were seexing a space far being a person
and being treated so. Most women wanted affection without
control and love without guidance, 5She wanted a specific
space which were her own and not be an intruder ino
other's space, These wishes were tinged with doubts -
doubts held from the exposure to the models of marriages
during her period of growth. Many women in their chili-
hood had witnessed the conflicts, arguments, fights,
stresses, tensions and violence some had also witnessed

love, affection and sccourityl Their own expectations



and hopes were sometimes in counter-modalities of their
experiences but they were alsoc aware of possible rea-
lities, The marriages assuch, was already overloaded
with contradictions of supér human expectations of life
full of love, affection, tenderness, gentleness, concern
and the theme of "lived happlly thereafter® on the one
hand and the pain, poignancy and tragedy held tucked away
in some corner of their memory on the other hand,

Wamen were confronted with day to day living of
soclo-econamic realities, needed to generate economic
resources, and management of complexities of both home
and work found themselves torn, This was further
compounded by expectations of being a dsughter-in-law,
The women confronted with these contradictions began to
polarise. XAt the crossing of the threshold some women
exper ienced patterns of dominance, demand for total
surrender, conformity, cbedience and devotion, Her
role was to give unstintingly and receive what was given.
In a way the woman found cojtinuity of expectations of
what to do, how to do and when to 4o in the new family,
The only discontinuity from the primary femily was that

now her state of transdience became 2 state of captivity.



In confronting theaé interiaces of reality women
tried to generate new responses., Our discussions with
women suggests that they exper ienced being under the
microscopic scrutiny of the in~laws, and the husband.
Most women felt damned. Whatever they did was critically
appraised. The only guidance was in sermons or precchings.
Most of these reflections implied as if the woman had
been insensitive to something in the in-law's family.
Eventually, feeling badgered many womén regressed to
the same coping processes and patterns as they were used
to in their life of being a daughter.

A set of women however, responded with matur ity
and gradually helped the husband become sensitive to
the existence of her person, her aspirations, and dreams.
They worked steadily and gradually and helped the husband
to row out of the traditional role of the son and to
acguire an adult, mature fods for himself. While, some
other women stood by waiting with commitment and support
to let the man fulfil his family obligations of economic
autonomy. Many of the young men hal sisters to marry and
younger s8iblings to educate. Some of them had loans to
pay back and provide for the retired and aged parents.



Whether the marriage was by choice or arranged by
parents, these were the realities of their existence
which many a women confronted as they stepped beyond
the threshold.

In case of marriage by choice many women had to
overcage the threats and delays in marriage due to
mothers and would be mother-in-law who had higher
aspirations for their children. Any choice made by
the son or daughter was more often not the dream partner
in the mind of the mothers. Mny young men &nd women
waited for reconciliation., Large number of them just
drifted apart. Others who finally persuaded and received
blessings to marry still had to wark for affirmation and
approval from their respective parents in the first
vyears of marriage, 5Some women turned angry and bitter
and set the stage for an unhappy frictious first years
of marriage ani failed to modify cor reappraise the
situation., They constantly demand:4 proofs of love,
affection and security and often drove the husband to
walls. While some othars sacrificed their earnings,
assets, jewellary to unending economic demands of the
family who turned parasites on the struggling young
couple to start a family and home.



Ma i The C

To individusls marriage mey mean iany things
from a rainbow, spring, desert, a river of life, a
storm, a hurricane, a raft, a heaven and & million
other experiences. But to the society, marriage is
a social institution providing legitimate entry into
the adult life of sexual and psychological togetherness.
It is marked by a shift to a new locatim to create
new meanings. It is legitimiszed uprroting from one
context into another. The woman leaves her home, changes
her aame, accepts a new belonging, attempts to call it
her own and accepts all that is past and present of the

new family and weave a future with herself in it.

The institution of marriage is conceptualized in
the Indian ethos in many ways. At the psychologicaly
and philosophical level the woman is told that the
marriage is her space where she is 'ardhangini’. It
invokes the image of physical togetherness and completion
and also implies co-ownership of resources. 8he is also
told to be 'sahadharmini'’, Dharma in its essence stands
for the value anchored mode of living and conduct. |
Shhadharmini as such doces imply the status of co-chooser
of values and co-designer of conduct in life. She is
also told that she is the ‘priya*] ‘rambha’] and 'shakti‘.
This impliss that sensuousness and fullness of sexuality
is her right and so is the responsibility of being the
sumihing force of men's struggle in life, These



coded in the contempt of marriage provide her not only
the ffesdom of space, but also the dignity of being a

person., Mmn is also given similar messages.

The ﬁarrhge in Indie used to be a week long event,
Around the mein ritual a host of other rituals were
plannel, These rituals evoked in the youngwomen and
men to end thelir sccial role of son and daughter and
evolve a social role of being adult members in the
society in their own right. However, Auring the decadence
of agraklan society the concept of joint family demanded
that young couple remain in the social system of the
husband's family. They were not allowed to set up a
home of their own as was done in +tribes and in meny
other cultures., This process created much of the
confusion in unfolding of married life. Perhaps it
would have been easier on the young couple if they were
allowed a separate location and processes of integration
with the socizl system left open for exploration,
Traditiomally, like all other aspects of life, institution
of marriage in India hsd been d=5igned as a setting for
individuals .tc make active choices to d=fine and rejefine
meanings, It was in the =ame lines as the Indian



community which is & fusion and a flux of socio-psycho-
logical, socio-temporal, soccio-economic and psycho-
cultural coomunities. The spirit had been to create a
setting where multiple universes can converge to let

man struggle to achiave his/her own unique integration.

In the decadence of Indimn society this organismic
quality got lost and the individual got caught with
conflicting demands and choices from social setting. In
marr iage the dissolution of psychological role of a
daughter and son became different in the face of retaining
the social role. The social role became a comtinuity and
could not be redesigned, Todays young men and women £ind
that the only solution for them is to create their own
nuclear families. This choice however leaves the- with
a whole 8=t of residue feelings of guilt., Those who
cannot take this option find their family setting a
source of contirnuous struggle and in which the seeds of
mistrust, stress, and doubts are sown. The unfolding
of marriage confronts loneliness, restlessness anmd

gradual erosion of stable procesces of rootings.
8trug le to greate role space
The f£irst few years of wmarriage were filled with

turmoll, anxiety and contradictory expectations. The
bride is chosen by the husband and the family for being



educated, intelligent and capable of being qn asset

to the husband and his family. Yet any indicators of
behaviour displaying her education, intelligence and
capabilitiess brought forthwith accusation, criticism,
and gensor. What was really required of har was her
conformity, submissiveness and acquiescence, Entry
into a new home with simultaneous multiple roles created
in the nevw bride anxieties and apprehensions. The roles
were hers as part of marrying the man. The social
membership was given but its unfolding was dependent
upon sevaeral factoars. The most critical and significant
role transactions was between the bride, her mother-in-
law and the bride and her husband. The demands from
the husband and his mother were often incongruent,

inconsistent, and contradictcry.

Some husbands sought a modern model and demanded
open expression of affection, social skills to relate
to his friends and particifation in theirsocial 1life.
The mother-in-law sought a coy bride who was invisible
but always present at her beck and call, She needel
essentially a traditional, ideal "bahu" who would be
ocbedient to her. Caught between the two women lived
in anxiety and often in fear, &8She was torn by two
sets of values and her own expectations of herself.



Her introjects from the family and education, both
emot ive and cognitive were also challenged by the
experience of being married. S5he attempted to define
what she as an individual would like her role and
space to be. But there was very little option.

When she brought her own expectations and joined the
husband to take new steps away from the aon'i role
she incurred the wrath of her mother-in-law, and when
she attempted to please, and accommodate the mother-in-
law she exporimcéd from the husband resentment of
being lat down., Torn between ths two the women ended
‘up in a 'no-role’ situation and had to keep her own
expectations in abeyance.

R Tak r &S @8

At the entry into this new home some women who
grew up in traditional homes learnt to dress in
vwesternized ways, cook western food and participate
in activities which were taboo in their parental homes.
They learn to cook meat, go to clubs, dance with male
friends of the husband, ani went to raceé. They often
learnt the art of being sophisticated. But the hushand
who on the one hand demanded all this change was also
uncertain at each step, The life was full of doubts

and suspiciousness and a sourge of meny conflicts and



arguments. The woman lived with guilt and conflicting
demands and went through the torments of her changing
values. The woman found it difficult to be all modern
and all traditional énd in the pendulum swing between
the two, she gradually lost touch with her person as
well as wit.h the concept of her own role. At some
point in time she hopel 2 ¢hild would be born so that
there would be some respite from the demands of the
multiple roles. .

Same wther women experienced another pattern of role
demands. If the day-to-day interaction with the in-laws
314 not exist many of the men took on the role of
teacher, critique and editar, He, in the traditional
social design, wanted to be the decisioh-maker as he
was the breadwinner and provider of the family. He
believed and demanded that his autharity be unquestioned
and considered as absoclute and that he be given the
central space and significance. The women felt pushed
to surrender her autonomy and partnership. ®he was to
pay homage and provide him all affection and adulation,
The wife felt that she was slowly but gradually being
pushed into a role of a mother to her husband rather
than being the ‘ardhangini' or *‘Sahadharmini'.



Most women stated that being born in modern era
left them at a arou—roaés. Mother 's-in-law demand to
Play the traditional role could be tolerated but the
tragedy was that she was denied the privileges of the
traditicnai role., Similarly one oould respond to the
demands of the husband to be modern and & gompanion
but he was even less tolerant of the privileges of a
modern woman, The demand was that women emit two
different kinds of behaviour in two different settings
and claim no locus for themselves., S8ame women want
80 far as to state that the denial of privileges of
either role had reduced their psychological status to
that of a 'family kept' and it undignified them tremen-
dously. Actuel economic helplassness contributed by
their own introjects let them remein in the undignified
position. They would have preferred to break, walk out,
fight and demand but passive withdrawal, holding oneself
in sullenness and suffer the indignity seemed to be the
only option they saw for themselves, In their feelings
they experienced erosion of well being not only faor

themselves but their family also.



Consciously er unconsciously, slowly but gradually,
the women found themselves being edged into all the role
modalities Suited to the new family, She realised that
she was to be understanding, non-demanding, devoted, and
an idesl house wife on the one hand, and modern gocial,
capable vcinan, managing the environment and contributing
to the husband's growth on the other hand. Amidst all
this they were also to £ind time and space to create an
acceptable social role in the meighbourhood, be worthy

mothers and oocassionally join the wark force.

Pushed nto this kind of dreary life many women
recaptured the fantasy of romantic encounter with that
one person where they wouli feel their own personhoocd.
Our explorations with many & women suggests that this
pre-threshold fantasy re-appeared and acjuired a great
potenay in wany of them., Most of them fulfilled this
fantasy vicariously by becoming addicted to the Gothic
literature or Mills & Boon Tradition. Miny also actively
searched for the fulfilment of their fantasy. Their
engounter however, left them empty and with a realization
that this fantasy could hardly be fulfilled in the real
living process., It can only be an episode. To many of
them this encounter reinforced their beliefs about women

having no personal spage in life. It reinfarced their



mistrust of all men, It a2also made them idsntify them-
selves with the macro-identity of women i.e. women as a
class of martyrs, victims, deprived, and discriminated.
Some of them mobilized themselves into being spokesman
of woman at forums., Others developed a general plati-
tudinal philosophy of withdrawal and settled helplessly
in the confinements of role, Still others became bitter
and turned into a shrew,

Man N R 3 T La

Many women £ind it Aifficult to give up the daughter's
role and cross the threshold to enter new roles, The
home space became a strus:le as to whose attitudes,
values, beliefs and ways of living were appropriate and
valid, The woman loyal to her parents, became adamant.

In the initiml encounter with the new role, as women began
to explare the image and the expectation of the new
family they met criticism, some snide remarks and constant
evaluation, This process evoked all the internalized
fear from the cultural lore ¢f the in-laws and their
settings, Women hardly got any time to sit back and
manage the ensuing transactions. The feared transactions
a8 a whole blocked them, 80 the daughters® role got
reassarted through entrenchment in the belief that the

vays of her parents were right, Mny coafrontations .



started on insignificant issues and often acquired the
form of battles of will power, subjugation, domination
and surrender. The home became a setting of hostile,

sarcasms and barbed comments., Either the new bride or
the mother-in-law inflated issues, often out of propor-

tion, and the husband was caught between the two,

The mother-in-law anxious of loosing her son and
uncertain about her centrality continued to hold on the
ownership of her son and his surrounding space, The
young woman found it difficult to meke & new response,
She found herself being pushed into the role of a 'maid-
cum—errand girl'’ in the family, Attempts to create
togetherness and richness of emotional exper iences became
a mirage. The young couple rarely grasped few moments
only to be cchfronted with the harshness and enptiness
of dehydrated living processes., These processes further
reinforced the woman to hold on strongly &ni retain
security in the role of being a daughter, She wished
and created opportunities as and when possible to go
back to her parental family. In her in-law's home she
held enxiety, insecurity and turmdil within, This made
her very defensive. 1In her defensiveness she was often

tentative, This made her emit behaviocur which further



invited critical remarks, It was a vicious circle.

The lack of active support from the husband left meny

a young bride desperate for a respite ind a corner to
breathe, The whole proéeSS often pushed the young

bride to increase her attempts to integrate her husband
with the parental family. and thus deprive the mother-in-

law ¢of & son,

Not all marriages were confronted with the severity,
intensity, and the trauma of adjustment., There were a
whole set of families where the transition from one family
to another and a new role was ezsy and wmeaningful, It
providei space and pecple with whom to feel free and
comfartable, The new bride was pampered, loved, teased
and helped to feel a member of the new home. The mother-in.
law, aware of the hopes, dreams and aspirations of the
younger generation, provided as much space as possible
to the 8on &nd the daughter-in-law to grow together,

A Boart of comaraderie developed between the young br ide
and her peers in the husband’s family. Mny young women
weare encouraged to go in far higher education and to take
up activities which were beyond the traditional role and
home. The infrastructure for this kind of role taking
was provided by the family as a whole and the woman
integrated with the family easily and with grace.



There were alsc a set of young wdmen who 443 not
exper ience the conflict with the in-laws. Their role,
their career aspirations, and their desire to be a
professional was started right from the beginning., They
defined their goals and priorities, Families, whether
nuclear or extended, ware a reality and their roles in
it a part of living. They had their vision of a role
which would require tremendous investment, hard work,
and effort from them. They tolerated manyof the
dysfunctional processes from the social setting. Self-
contained and self-reliant they coped the best way they
could and continued to mobilize their effort for their
own vision of their rcles. Their convictioms for them-
selves and their life were the sustaining force, They
displayed courage to accept the consequences of their
choice. They had faith and trust in themselves to get up &
and walk with many setbacks.

In the family setting sfter warriage the husband
most often got caught betwesn his role as a husband and
a2 son &nd ended up being & mediator between two women.
Unzble to confront either of the tWwo new roles he often
escaped into work settings to £ind peace and sanity,

His passive stance 2added to the burden of the young brids.



Our data from many & women suggests that as gompared
to women's entrenchment in daughter*s role the men'’s
role was deeply anchared in being forever a son. |
The cultural lore at ieast. prepares the women to uprrot
herself and shift the anchors. In case of men the
cultural lore very often reinforces the commitment of
the son., As such, the Indian male is at odds to
resolve the psychological as well as social role of

a son., In marriasge at best he ends up establishing a
bilo-socizal roles of a husband, He rarely claims the

psychological role.

The wan £inds himself as helpless to take initia-
tive to create psychologiccl togetherness. I.-ove and
affection and all other softer feelings often tend to
converge to a simple Ssexual act or erotic purpose, It
does not seem to create a fundamta). geburity and trust
between young men and women., 7The man discovers that
his only alternative which is socially approved is to
get over engaged with work or other scttings of masculine

world.

The wamen become holders of pathos of living a
dependent life, Their role is to provide security, ste-
bility and a sense of continuity and consistency at
home. They are relegaﬁed to & symbolic state of being



nothing but a ¢ontext far man and his mode of life.
Women thus become captives with no senge of their
own loocationl Historically, and over time this led
to patterns of subjugation and secondary status. It
created a prcmotod myths of women being fragile,

helpless, and needing constant protection,

Injian women, for centuries growing up in the
social design of Indian agrarian society internalized
the processes which they internally detssted. They
too came to believe that women are to be property,
ovwned and protected by a successive set ofmales «-
father, brother, husband and sons. At no point in
time do women receive the message that they are human
beings who can be autonomous, can make choices for
themselves, creazte a life of their pwn and work from
their own identity. They, at best, could adjust,
adapt and accommodate to the setting they are in.

They have no privilege to define their situation through
their active participation. They are expected to
sacrifice, suffer and through patience, crezte a context
for the well-being of the family.

Today's women caught in such a process often see
their only escspe in physically moving away from the.
proximity of the husband's family. In the name of work
and transfers many young couples opt for geographically



distant locatione., Evidence from Indian femilies
settled abroad also reflect a similar pattern., The
migration justified is in the name of better opportu.
nities and economic Securities, but at a deeper level
many of the young men and women accept their inability
to deal with the monolithic social processes of the
family in the Indian society. Men and women who have
migrated abroad to the western nations, carve out roles
which appear appropriate and meaningful to them tcdday.
The w.men have learned to take up roles and activity
patterns which even their mothers could not dream of
ever actualizing. In our experience it is the migrant

woman who does not want to return to live in Indis.

However, physical separation and initiation of
new roles activity patterns does not free the menand
women fronf the deeply internalized social attitudes,
orientations and the relating to the world and people.
In many direct and indirectw ays the role expectations
of men and women are embedded in traditimal role
models, These deeper internationalizations still
gontinue to botﬁar the marriage partners. The woman
and perhaps the man too remains psychologically
unfulfilled,



Merriage as an institution and social living
gets loaded with expectations of traditional roles.
. Marriage is no more the marriage between two families
where men and women's expectations of each other were
secondsry to the expectations of the context. Today
marriage is an institution to counter loneliness of
existence, experience deeper intimacy, freedom of re-
designing relatedness with the warld outside and freedom
to engage in meaningful activities for themselves. The
deeper introjections of earlier roles, expectations and
altitudes are counter points to these expectations.:
Marriage as such, becomes an institution where besides
current expectations men and women seek to be fxee from
feelings, of deprivation - discrimination and ‘dominance -
subjugation'. As such, each partner loads the other wih
expectations of support to seek psychological fulfilment.
What psychological satisfaction they seck may not be
clear tc both. Thus, marriages have become rather fragile.

Inspite of genuine efforts by both, men and women
keep regressing to older modes. Men regress to the role
of a provider and controller of relatedness outside the
home. He A088 not sustain the new role of sharing the

turmoils of the outside world.



Similarly the woman tends to regress back into
a home maker and a mother role, B8he gets pre-oacupiled
with them. She expects the husband to bestow all dove
and care and alsoc to sustain the initiative to keep

marr iage a partnership.

Easent ially, both men end women remain pre~oacupied
with the rdsidual feelings as well as the frames of role
expectations - one amotive, and one gognitive. They
fail to make the most of the autonanous state they have
already cretted. In their behzviour they wery often
reflect the prisoner's dilemma. Thus, marriaje for both
men and women get located in restoring and replenishing
the endless barrenness and dehydrating experiences of the
past and hoping to turn it into an ever-flowing spring
or an oasis. This expectation left very little space
for men and women to explore and dlscover each other as
human beings and as themselves to design &and create

s new life space.

Caught between rising espirations for 8 new world
view and role definitions and the persigtence of beliefs
of centuries-old traditimal agrarian societyo of India
created s metaphor of meking women into martyrs and the
persccuted, Their life space has become overloaded with



the struggle to éreate a sense of psychological equality,
respect and autonamy. The forces of traditionism and
modernism have made their internal and external life

a battle ground. Instead of any constructive outcame
the struggle has acquired an either-or polarisation.
Women’s lib and male chﬁuvinism their slogans syntex

and arguments have raged through their life space. While
the slow fire of discrimination, deprivation andd denial
have burnt inside the women, their external life has

been cheracter ized by helplescness and resentment.

The attenpt of women to focus their issues on the
social and interactional level has often led to a dysfunc-
tional confrontation with society, - has generatel fear,
What women begin with heroic efforts ends up in denying
themselves their legitimate space. They ignore their
real resources and potential and get entrenched into
demanding from the society and their male counterparts
bestowal of equality and affirmation of their competence,
indispensibility end functional abilities. Male counter-
parts get hooked into their own needs of giving patronage,
inade ;uate 2nd insufficient resourecs and marginal support.
It leaves wamen feeling marginal and secondarys. They
experience the inglusion as hakf hearted.



The current social #ndustrial and urban realities
have further compounded the struggle of Indian women.
In the traditional agrarian society women lived and
worked in groups. Their defined role had well designed
1nfrastruc£uros Wherethey could experience some kind
of personhood in their own sex groups. Through rituals
and festivals and similar other institutions women had
space to share, express and discharge their psychological
stress. These infrastructures did not allow the accumu-
lation of 'frustration - and aggression’. Thus, life
though still without a fundamental location and autonomy
had sufficient support for well being of the role. Today,

women live alone and work in mixed heterogenous groups.

All infrastructures for role susteainence have become
eroded or destroyed. No new institutions amd infrastruo-
tures have been built. The persistent social stereotype
about women deny them any setting or space to experience
their own personhood. In our experience those few
women who tried to create infrestructures or who acted
to experience their personhood found themselves caught
in controlling, sexually exploitive or dcgrading rela-
tionships., In the experience of many women the psycho-
drama of male-femele entanglement got replayed repetitively.



Besides, the universe of identities of the gultural
lore alsc gets replayed by the Indian £female child.
Perhaps the role models of the cultural lore are
internalised as deeply as the universe of identities
are introjected. The three significant and persistent
models through mythology to history are that of a
virtuous woman who suffers, virtuous and assertive

woman who fights and the one who esocapes into religion,

Secta, the mythical haroine is the arche type of
the virtuous women who suffers. A series of such role
figures culminating in Padmini Rani of Chittor symbolises
loyalty to the role of being an lidaal, chaste waman,
They lived to follow the footsteps of the husband., 1In
times of crisis when they had to act far themselves they
had the cnoiges of sacrificing their dignity of choose
death. In this they were glorified not for the choice
of personhood but for the chastity of the role ideal.
Evidence that such a role model is internalized by many
women today is reflected in many incidents in society.
Self emolution, being burnt by aggressors, and other
kinds of aggression within the bounds of the family
are not uncommon. Caught in the rigid role expectations,
the will of husband and the family, denied opportunity



to be themselves, pressurised into conformity the women
eithor suffer insult, indignity, oppression and exploi-~
tation or choose the patho of self-destruction. Alter-

native is to give in turn into an ideal wmother and wife.

Kali in the myths, Kannagi in Literature and Rani
of Jhansi in history depict the role model of virtuous,
and in the final crisis an ascertive and aggressive model
of virtuous woman. They fought the existinn bellef about
women being fragile and helplesc, They took up arms
sgaingt an unjust system bent on victimization of the
weak and the helpless. "They fought, succesded or
died fighting". This model is internslized by many women
in Indis., There are meny instances where an individual
woman has taken this stance and started to functiom
constructively in their own life space. They create
nucleus of voluntary wark around thamselves and establish
an ethos for Adignity, justice and well being for woman.
The strategy of such women is that after 2 time the
soclety comzs around to pick thenm up and provides them
resources. Very socon these organizations become captives
of elite groups and defeat the purpose for which they
were set up. No substantive changes take place. The
‘role holders become patrons and the victims continue to
remain victims. The social processes contimie to be



perpetuated. These organizations get lost in the
wildernese of mammoth and monolithic traditions,

The contribution of many such women remain an insig-
nificant memory of their heroic struggle for the
downtrodden, Alternatively, these women create a
viable space in their community and become the resident
counsellors for women in stress. They are trouble
shooters and often intervene supportively in the
strugcle of nelghbourhood women. The third molel of
virtuous women escapling into religion is by far the
most Common. In mythology there is no model of this.
From Sant Sukhobal to Meara, and in todays times
Anandmai Ma, and 'Mother' are significant models.

This role model is internalized by many women
in India. Caught in the social fanilial milieu,
disenchanted and disillusioned with pecple, desperate
to hold onto sane sanity and survival these women turn
to religion and God. Religion becomes their anchor to
counter the stress of the role. They have experienced
barrenness of emotions and lack of support for their
pursuits. The shackles of traditional ideals clasp
them in their mighty grips. Indian traditional agrarian
eociety allows Buspending the role and dropping out of
the systani in the name of religion and spiritual



salvation, Being the holders of virtue in the mind of
the society women in Indiz found this as the best
solace to hold onto . In our experiences women from
urban as well as rural'settings resort to this option.
Gathering around "“gurus", “kathas, pravachans and

religious cults is a frejuent engagement for women.,

In terms of the three role models from history
women attempt to either confront, react or sidestep the
system without directly confronting it or modifying it.
All models chose decath « either physicel or psychological,
These women became the mart rs who with all good inten-
tions and‘parsonal struggle perpetuate the processes of

dehumanization of women in the system.

Within the frames of identity and role models women
atterpt to transcend the social milieu but fail to areate
real space for themselves in the socisl system, They
atterpt to #dlefine new roles but fail to trdgger new
processes within the system. 1In the ultimate analysis
tuey are captives the social traditions and role pres-

criptionse.

Neither the identities of the princesses, nor the
role models seam to fulfill the basic need of a woman
to se=k, find and sustain that one relationship where
she can be with all her potentials without being the



subject of aggression, exploitation, eriticism,
condemnation and such other experiences. In living
the universe of their identities women have to take
the burden of proving themselves and yet at the end
they have to be owned up and bestoweld with social
grace. In the final process of being owned up and
bestowal of grace they are once again squarely put

into the role.

Indian cultural lare provides many othar social,
historical, and religious role models. Role models
like “Durga®, "Kali®*, "Chandi", are but a few examples.
They act once in their life time for a socisl cause.
They act upon the unjust individuals and are forever
defied and glorified. However, their acts of positive
assertion do not get institutionalized as a living
reality for women. Histary has many women performing
heroic deeds in times of crisis, There is "Kaikaiye",
for exampls, who in the war put her finger in the crack
of the chariot of King "Dasharatha® and contributed to
the winning of the war, But all these are transient
acts enacted in times of crisis and once performed the

women return to the social roles.



In the face of these models women f£ind it aiffi.
gult to actualise their potentials and achieve an
integration. In process of experimentation they get
confronted with the inevitabilities of these models.
The struggle allows them to achieve many insights into
the areas of self whose exploration and actualization
has been prohibited or heavily censcred. The models
and identity frames are themselves sc compulsive thet
women rarely achieve the 1desl in which these frames
and models are anchored. ‘Fall’ is an jinevitable event.
There is always 8cope for an aocusing finger, “8ite”
who is held as the ideal of them all falls shart in
one washerman's eyes and the king, her husband, exiles
her from the kingdom. The cultural lore provides no
role model or role processes whereby & woman can inte-
grate her processes of "being" and “begoming” to gene-
rate a soclo-psychological identity #ior herself in the

Eystun-

Injependent of these models but within the frames
of identity there are women like Gargi and Lopa mudra
in myths and@ in recent times literary figures have
taken recourse to an intellectual life, Lopa Mudra
became a castesway from the group, Gargl and the rest
retained their role boundaries. They became inspirationa



of role integration as well as acquiring their own
meaning. However, they failed to wodify the processes

of the system.

Today's Indian women are caught in fragmented
and narrow roles. Opportunities of education, to dis-
cover their intelligence and abilities, encouragement
to learn the arts - music, dance, painting and to
actively participate in the world of work alongside
their male counterparts opens a whole new horison for
them. However, the social and psychological stigma
attached to such an active role taking leaves women

vulnerable as persms.,

Our experience is that most of these women who
finally succeed get surrounded and buffetted by a whole
set of attributions of courtesans., Thelr success if
attributed to their linking up with scme male. They
are rarely given credit for achieving what they achieve
with perscnal sense of integrity and dignity. The
social system does not seem to have objectives or
willingness to help women acquire a womanhood and their
personhood, A majority of women get entrenched in the
dilemms of woman-person encounters, Each attewmpt to

get out sucks them deeper into confronting the inter-



perscnal relationships of thair socisl and work poles,
With each successive attampt they are sucked further
into the vicious grasp of double-binds of role processes

of Bocial and wark organizations.

Women arc at a cross-road. The gquestion is whether
there are any alternatives for women to define new locus
for themselves. Are there any models available in society
to facilitate such a new location? The answer to the
first guestion is "yas" but to the second guestion the
answer is "no". In today's timesone charismatic woman
cannot generate an ideal model which other woman cgn
follow, Thic kind of a leader-follower model would only
repeest the historical process of turning others into
echoes and shadows of & giant model, Women will only
turn out pale replicas of others, The only alternative
seems to be that women became “heroines™ in themselves

to initiate a search to discover their own identity.

Some women who have attempted tc integrate in
themselves their woman-person role in both sociel snd
waork settings have had the coursge to choose a path
which has not been travelled befare. In each criticel
moment they have made cholczs and not compromises,

They have accepted the intendad and unintended
consequences of their choloes without bitterness,



Thess women have had the courage to dome to a cross-road,
Likea heroes 0f the past in sear¢h of their existantial
identity, these women have tims and again asked this
gquestion to the old witch spinning & wheel at the cross-
road - which road do I take?

The witch gives this answer. "One is a road to
the right. This road will take 8 ix months and a day,
It is a widely travelled road, It has familiar landmarks.
It has meny travellers who could be companions. There
are shalters for rest and food along the way, It is an
easy road and a road of little effort. A known and
familiar road which has existed for sges. It has a
history and a tradition. The opther road is the road
to the left, It is a road with many dangers. It is
£i1lled with unknown paths, barr iers, turbulent rivers,
deserts and high mountains, Very few people dere enter
that way. There is no road. %You will have to create
and make a path. There are no landmarks and no shelter.
The road takes a yesr or more and is a lonely roaad.

And you may not come out aliva. ‘CHOOSE’.,

Indian vwomen at this jgncture get caught with the
choice of the familiar road with the landmarks of Sati,
"SBatit, 'Secta’ and 'Savitri’. They get caught in the
iron grasp of the social system which deménds a price



of surrender of their existential beings to acquire

a role-based security. However, some women have opted
for the road to the left to create a hn&ntk for
themselves, They have had the courage and convictions
to choose the road to adventure, to discover the vissi-
citudes of their existence ani grapple to discover an
integrated identity which includes the multiple facets
of social and work roles. They have claimed their
existential and psychological idebtity beyond the social
roles, Only then fulfilment and wider horigons have
been experienced, acted upon snd actualised.



