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HIGHER EDUCATION IN IIiDIA: TRENDS AMD BIBLIOGRACHY

INTRODUCTION . --

This report is based on our survey of the work done in India on
higher education, A lot of documented literature is available on higher
education, most of which is general and impression based. While very few
researches (in the strict sensc) are conducted in higher education, the
general non=research literature elso gives the idezs and innovations,
Very often such impression=based newspaper articles are based on rich
expariences of educational adminictrators (eg. Prof. V.V, John's articles)
and have genercted more thought and influenced academic decision=-making
than the 80 called research articles. lezlising this we attempted to
include all important article ond publications in higher education even
if they axe not research based. After completing the bibliography tae

references have been clasgified and g T . be
prepareé. %he bibliograpﬁy may not béeeggggggsefreﬂg IS 3n& Qgernge

it as soon as we receive a substantial number of additonal entries. The
authors would be greatful to the reader for bringing to their notdce
any ommissions or new additions. A ]

In its momumental report, the Education Commission (1964-66) has
dévoted three cxtensive chapters to iigher Lducation in India, Higher
educetion is in 2z state of crisis everywiheres. 1t has become a universal
peanonenon and in India it is no exception. -The Commission touched
almost every aspect of higher ecducation, They observed many ills of
higher educations 3Jomz of these include: mcchenical and listless
teaching by teachers who suffer from financial worries, unsatisfactory
working conditions, hier.rachiical concentration of authority,'an'
atmosphere of distrust and intrigues, an ill prenared and apathetic
student body who suffer from unsatisfactory conditions at home and
from finaneial worries, and who:is obliged to learn through forcign
ned’un, The situations in liigher learning seats arc unsatisfactory and
alarming and consequently fallin: standards and lowacring quality.

The situation continues to be the sane in some recsect$ since this
report although the areas of concern have changed tec ~me cxtent. To
analyse the mejor issues in higher oducation, in all 313 references were

collecteds ‘The available literature wvas classified & .wding to the
areas of coverage. uch a classification was aimed at finding out . .
diZferent issues involved in higher =ducation. This classification is
tentative and points out the gasse. It is very difficult to draw a
demarceting line between two or more areas becauce issues in higher
education are inter=reclated and overlep with each other. For this
paper a total of 18 arcas are identifizd. The classification of the
worly done in various arcas is shown in Table 1, ‘



Table 1

w

i Clacsification of Publications in Hizher

Total

Education
k Cateébry ' »Hé.‘df ﬁublish:d* Percentage
’ Worlk

1. Higher‘educatién (zenerel) 64 2C.04

24 Froblens of education 52 16,51

3. University governznce 3% 12,46

4. Ecucation systems and sub=systoms 35 “11.50

5. Educsegional planning - ‘31 949C

6. Impact to higheor cducation 22 7.C2

7; "Politics and idigher education 16 5.12

8. Higher educ.tion administration 2.88

9;- Higher éducation and employment 8 2.56
10. Exemination . 15 4,79
11. Zconomies of higlier aducation 5 1.60
12, Curricular in nigher =ducation 5 1.66
13. Teéching orofaecsion §“ 1.60
14, University emnloyeo = employce relations 2. .64
15. Faculty evaluation, sclection etec., T2 0.64
16, Cérrespondence coursas 1 0.32
17. Institutionel ploming 1 G.31
.18. aded esions

313




TREIIDS

. A: seen in Taole 1, there are plenty of gencral publications

in higher cducation. There arc 64 entries related to this area and
most of them have been published after 197C's. & wide variety of

issues arc explored by the writers, Thece include: education and
choriging India (Shrimali, 1965), cducation and nmation (Chagla, 1968),
higher education in India (Shah, 1967), democratieing higher education
(Rudolph and 2udolph, 1970}, students and cociety (Raj, 197C), education
in frec India (Jussan, 1972), 25 ye:rre of oducation (Kothari, 1972),
frcedom of education iBhave. 1972), rcorgcnizing higher education

(Naik, 1972),cducction of future (Narzyan, 1973), education and productive
worl (AdlSOShl;h 1974 and Indian cducation since 1947 (Singh, 1975).
Most of thd&se arc gencral works 22aling with the fromcwork of higher
education. 8Such frume work has immlications for cducational wnolicey in
the country. .

Problems of higher eaducation formed thc second major arvea of
interest to t ho cducationists. OSome of them trizd to identify the
problems (i.e. Ray, 1970, Mukherjee, 1971, Raj, 1571, John, 1972,
Pandya, 1973, end Ba]?ai, 1974) while the other suggested remedies
for it (i,c. Mchta, 1971, Rajaraaan, 1972, itiathur, 1973, Iz1l, 1974 and
Jobn, 1975). 1t is interesting to note that most of the authors in
the atove two sections are eminent educationists, vice=chzncellors,
admninistritors and held good positions in ecentral s well as in states
‘(1ike education ministers, dircctor of aducation, adviser, planner and
so onj. These bulk of studies Which identified various problcms of
highnr cducetion are pencrally known, ‘It a:peared that cducenists are
still busy recognizing the ~roblcms of hi“hér educatione

The Indicn University is a creaturc of thz stote and its structure
and functions zre laid down by tie state in some detail and clthough it
is designed to function as an. autonomous body. The university has its
linkages with the UGC besides the staztc govermnment and with various other
agencies. The managerial oroblems honce are both internal as well as
axternal. A good amount of literature exists on the governance of
universities., A wide variety of issues relatod to governance of a
university are identifiad and a criticel evaluation of them 1s made in
these articles. Most of the articles center round acedenic froedom in
aniversity, Bombay University Reorganization Committee:(1950) gove a
pioneer lecad in this zrea. 1In 1969 thie University Grants Gonmission
elso apnointed a committec on governcnce of univérsities and colleges
in India., Theé Education Conmission (1964=66) dealt this problen in
detail. Thé Commission ‘discussed perhaps the nmost inportont question
in university governhnce.' i.c. ita relotions Hip with outside egencics,
in rarticular with tae soverment. The commission intercreted its



antonomy in the context of the university'!s oblisction to society and

its needs. The existing literzture in this ares deals with tooies like:
university autionomy in India (Dongerkey, 1967), university administrotion
(Kahn, 1969), student sarticipation in governapce off university (DeSbuza,
157C), university autbnony - (Mu&hergee, 1270) mznagement and orsenization
of universities (Malik,1971), cducation and state centrol, (Xaushik, 1872;
Jayaraman, 19773 John,.1974), governcr o8 chancellor of university, (1973),
university decision-making in theory and practlneA(Bandopadhyay, 1975),
adni1istrhticn of unliericity affiliatad collegeﬁ tPpo, 1974); and decision=
naking and orgcnzzhtlonal heilth in unlveruity (Macthodi, Marcek and Rao,
1976)s . ) ‘ . . .

" Educational systems and slannihg Scett to. Hzve dravn cqual attention
from the educationists. Work in cducational systems ‘deal with arias like
innovetions and ex.eriments in higher cducation, university courses,
educationzl tucinology, avtonomous college as spcizl hecessity, worke.
oriented cducation, higher and professional :dudation, o~eon university,
orivate colleze as an sgent £>r social development and social justiee,
student sarticipation end decisione-mcking srocess, revolutionising esduca=
tion system, planning 2 modern Halamda, ~ower structure in university,
open ended systaw and an o-timunr size for a university. The variavles
included in the study of pducational systems are quite innovative in
netures This ic a new challenging ereca and there are nmany cducctional
tasks, ahecad for researcherss ~

)

Bducwtional nlanning in india is a controversicl issue LJfor tas

na8t many. yeQFs. 4n incraesing mraber of books ond other natgrlbls are
coning uze The literecture inm this area ranges from articles on 'flational

policy on higher education', and "Indinization of higher aducetion", to
basic ccucational plemning statistics. A4fter each Five Yeer Plan, many
Dooks and articlos oppesared to cimine it criticeily in thé context of
educe tlD.ﬂl necdse  Other tonice covered include - enpower and higher
education, graducte unemployment end the .lanning of higher cducation,
policy r Ilzting to scicntific zn? tcchnnologicsl educetion, zh integrated
plan of cduc..tion cnd eaployment, nctional vpolicy onm education and its
impact on teaching, chzllenges of coning decades for higher cdicetion,
plenning and educction, teacher's rolc in implementins -1nn, gduc~tion
and-national goals, and tasks of higher education in Indial.

hdUCutlon h~s many social obligations, Rducstion o totzl systen

and are must exenine the higher cducational system as an aspect of total
society., It is not an extra-ordlﬁary agency, but it is embedded in our
socizcl system. .Table 1 shows that very fow have touchcd this aspect.
Education 15 a notent factor for bringing about socin! changze and
develooment. However, thé review of resecrches op this area suggests
that only some mrjor issues have been explored by the studies.



The -areas covered include: education and society,” role of higher educa=
tion in changing Ihdia and life long educstion, higher education and
social chunze, hizher educetion =nd ‘social probléms, purpose of university
oducstion, higher education and national development, educztion and

social justice, and cducation and econonic develomnent. .The main theme
of these studies scened be around cduc:tion and national development.
Politicizetion of education system has been felt to pose a great threat

to the denocretic and autonomous structure of the university. The
"Kothari Commission also discussed this problem. Verious dimensions of
this emerpe out from our reviews. The torics covercd include: college
teacher and politics, student and polities, education and politics, academic
power‘politiCS, and student power politics, One romerkable study in this
drea was done by Rudolph and Rudolph (1972). They explorcd the relation-
ship betwcen education &nd political systea, tac study focused on policy
problems of vitasl importence and dpened new ficlds of cducction, politics
and society in India. Other well known studies included: Singh (1972),
Saberwal (1972), Jaggi (1973), 3hiviah (1974) anc Ocnen (1975).

Arces like university administration, higher education and employ=-
ment, exa.ainations, econozics of higher. education, curriculan, and teacning
profesrion pgot little attention by the resenrchers, HModern cducational
manageaant ot the natisnel ond state levels and at ‘the institutional level
15 an amcerging area. Scholars have identified new challengcs in education
adnministretisn (o thur, 1971, nodernizins educational managevent (Mothur,
1971, Swopinath, 1574}, systems analysis snd its potentialitldss to
educetional ad11n15trat10n (Facnancbha, 1970)3 students and ne anagenent
of colleges (3urejbhan, 1972) gnd modern managencnt technicques in educaw
tional administration (Tesai, 1975). An ecrly study by 3Jingh (1950
entitled "Our Universitics.cnd Our Viee-chancellors! is an adnirable
work on adiinistrative asnects of university and vice-chanccllor.

.
+

 Jobe~oriented cducction is the.nped of hour. UGC has been introducing
and cxperinenting witi: various new ncthods of woecaticrzl education in
higher education, It has becn realized that higher cducation should be ziven
to linitzd and selective studentss The reveiwed literature revaaled thot
only cight studios could be located in this arzz. The oroblcns covered
include - towards a work-orientcd uducutlon, jobs and education, the
probleas of graduate bus conductors, why not zbolish thc uniwcrsity degree
as 2 job rcquircment, cducction and cducated job seekers, education and
eaployment cigher cduecation and opportunities ond o planning model to
cstimate greduatc unaaploymeont. Some litcroture is avail:zble on the
ezaninction systen in highir educctions UGC has rccently introduced
'Question Bank' systa: of ezc.aination in some of the univercities as an
experincent, The results arz ewaiteds Other liternture in this ares,
de:ls with ccology of examinations for higher cducation (Aggarwal, 1971),
mass = coprying in exaaination (Dhaliwzl, 1973), a plan of action for



exaninotion reforﬂ-(banger, 1973y R&jpopal; 1973), an exanination of
reforms sugn-st & by UGC (Garzswati, 1074) and utility of question
bank in Indlﬂn engxinution (Hotre jan, 1575). '
]

In3pitc of so Many wrobloms in higher cduc~tion including the
grave unemploynent nrobloms, many new aducctional institutions ars coming
into existerce. A number of new 'niversities have come up in tie past
decade. Lew department$ sre being opened in new universities. In the
context of cur social, economic and enployment. sroblems relzted to education
careful bhinkiag aust oo on baforc new. 1n"t1tut10ns arc plopned or the
existipg ones erpended. An importent arec that would contribute to such
vlanning cones from w;r'1n~ ot tho econonics of highor e ucatlon. Soie
systenatic work has been donu on nznazenent educution in the country
(Zaul, 1970). Such cnalyses 3f cutended to all eduestioncl institutisng
mey give enough insizhts for' décisions on plenning educction systens tact
contribute to the sociel end economic nceds of the country. Qther studies
reloting to this arca are by Bhattacherya (1968) om a coste-bencfit
anelysis of totcl eypenditure in educstion, Beyti (1973> on thc econonics

of pducation, Gupta (1973) on thc econonics of corressonde‘ce courses
and Suryabhan. (1973} a;ain on th: fimoneial cspects of education.,

Coming to the other arens Roctogi (1973) tried to identify the
plenning of vocotional courses in higher educction while Mukherjee (1973)
explored the existing geps between syllabus znd. exominstions Two mora
studies in this z2rza denlth with cirvicuiar reforms znc. jobeoriented
courses - in the ficld of higher education (f.e. SZosan, 19743 Chittibasu,
1973). Teaching profescion is meglected arca of research' in higher
ecucation while it i3 2 moit importunt and dynsmic crea in university
adninisteations HCERT published o book onr the socielony of teaching
profession in highor educction (kela, 197C). Panda (1974) =nd Jacob (1975)
exmlorad the comnient of teechers to toaching >rof-csion and improve-
1ent of torching and Lecrning in coileges remcectively. Of course, there
hzve been savercs! desk articles on t achers and toncher=-student rol-tions
thzt are not included herc. The univer:ity a.loyces and their rclatinns,
fooulty eveluation, selcetion cic., co"resrondence courses, institutional
planning and student ad:ission sre unamlored =rens ond rocuired mors
reseurch Wworka ) *



AREAS OF FUTJRI ORI

When onz looks at the managenment of hipgher cducation there cndears
to be a lot of scorc for future work in this area. !kny sub-systems of
higher educction have not been studied at all. Zven the fow studies are
nostly imoression boseds The following are some queostions that need to be
investig_ ted., :

5 -

1. Tb ‘what cxtent arc the upivefsities nceting their objectives?
2.  that are the linkages betweon tlie institutions of higher loarning
and the conmunitices/systens ticy serve {or absorb their products)?
Se To what extent is tho nregent structure nnd decision-ncking strotegics

adopted by universitics promote croctivity and imnovations?  To
wh.t extent ao they ronote orgenizational hezlth and help the
universitics achieve thelr objectives?

4, How con the linlieges between the priuary, secondary and higher
educction be strengthened?

5. W.at roles need to be played by the university teachers, students
znd other enployees in relation to .aking the hipher education rore
rolevant to commenity needs?

6, Whet 1s tne contribution of t.« various ssecialized discislines
in tiic universities to the social and cconomic development? 4Are
tacy helping to solve problans? 1s the srosent curriculum
approzriate to make the youth pluy o contributory role in the
society?

7e dow arc the faculty sclected and assessed? 1s the existing system
co .ducive to the devclooment of universities in desired directions?

€. Whet are the roles nlayed by teacher and student unions in univorsie
tias? Can they be made to nlay more innovative vole in working for
educational objoectives znd socicl needs rcothier than for educsational
solitics? (A few orseriments nay be conducted in this aren).

S, How are the unmiversity budgets determined? Can the universit
y g Y
cnc other educational institutions be nade to deveolop zffective
plenning, budgetary and control systons?

10. . Can the tcachers be helpod to beoccome nore effective professionally
end devclop new orientitions to their roles? One of the new
oricntations aay be to worlk for vurcl areas through transfer of
tecnnolog



1. How can the sub-systoms liko libr-ry, hostel, student nlrcencnt,
curriculum construction, student evaluntion ete., in higher
c.uecation be imsroved:

12, How can sctudents be orepcrad to play new roles in context of the
changing necds ond social demands of the country? (The tcachers
2nd stucents of Poond university scem to be trking active part
in aduccting rurel nisses), ' .

13. How czn the :rofessional cducation in professions like agriculture,
nedicine, engineering, tcciinolugy, socicl work, educetion etc., be
nede more effective and rclevant?, '
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